Extended Project Qualification Online Workshops

Notes for teachers

	Title of workshop
	Make a Start On Your Extended Project: Choosing a Topic & Asking Questions

	Length
	45 - 60 minutes

	Learning Objectives
	During this session students will:

· Explore possible EP topics, using activities that investigate their own broad range of interests, and possible connections between them
· Be provided with tools for focussing their topic

· Examine the importance of questions in the EP process

· Begin to formulate their title question

	Materials required
	· Blank paper: A4 and also some larger if available (one sheet of each per person)

· Post-it notes,  or if unavailable small pieces of paper (c.10 sheets per person)
· Printed ‘Getting Started Activity 4’ worksheets, 1 per pair.   
Preferably teachers would print one sheet for each pair onto cardboard before the session, and cut out each of the words/phrases to create a series of small packs of cards (to be re-used)
· (Optional) coloured pens

	Activities included
	This session includes a number of short exploratory activities, to be conducted individually or in pairs / threes. 

Activity 1: Lucky Dip (5-10 mins)
Pair-based discussion of individual interests. 
Activity 2: Making Connections (5 mins)
Looking for links between different areas of interest, with a view  to possibly uniting them in EP
Activity 3: Narrow your focus (5-10mins)
Introducing practical and conceptual considerations that can be used to hone ideas, in order to aid decision-making around topic focus

Activity 4: Exploring Question Words
Students assess the appropriateness of different question words / phrases for offering them the scope to produce an extended project.
Activity 5: What’s Your Question?
Students create possible questions, and reflect on the extent to which they engage with the topic theme they have identified. 
Activity 6: Exploding Terms (5-10 mins)
Students explode the terms on some of the questions they have formulated, to practise getting a more focused research question. 

	Session most relevant to students producing project type
	Dissertation 

Investigation 

Artefact 

Performance 



	Links to other workshops
	This workshop addresses the importance of question words, and this theme is picked up in the ‘Smart Researching’ workshop. 



