o R'nTease - Mar10.pdf - Adobe Reader
Fie Edt View Document Tools Window Help

= & G+ ]is £ & 105% - = 4

ease '

ons &T
, Histories'g




To talk about the Religions and Theology newsletter, | must first say how the
newsletter had the opportunity to come about. | became involved in Peer
Mentoring just under two years ago, and if I'm being honest peer support has
become integral to my role as administrator, and is an increasing priority within
the Subject Area.

*| hold regular meetings with the Student Co-ordinator, and a member of staff
from the Students as Partners office (in the Teaching and Learning Office) and it
was at one of these meetings that the newsletter started to come to life.

*We were talking about how to increase communication within the Subject Area,

with a focus on advertising Peer Mentoring and Level 1 socials. | suggested that
something similar to the School staff newsletter could be useful, and we took it to
the Head of Subject Area.
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In the beginning there was the Word

And the Word that was said was meant to be heard
And the Word I am giving you is R nnTease,

It's your new Newsletter that sets out to please

With news of ... a committee and Assembly Point (&) +
And smiling staff and students in a curry joint © :
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*The Head of Subject Area was really supportive of the idea, and in a meeting
with him, the Student Co-ordinator and I, we came up with ideas about how to set
the newsletter up and how it could benefit all students; not just Level 1 students.

*For student support to work properly, to its full potential, everyone needs to be
on board — including students, administrative staff, and importantly academic
members of staff.

*The newsletter provides a visible staff and student presence within the subject
area each month.

*The best way for people to feel part of something is to be directly involved. In
light of this, I invited the Head of Subject Area for R&T to name the newsletter —
yes, the Head of Subject Area chose the title “R’'nTease”. The students love it,
and the staff are keen to get involved.



*The newsletter is an excellent way of showing how the academic members of
staff are approachable, and do get involved in events. The pictures are fantastic
for having almost a physical presence, and they encourage students who
perhaps would not usually get involved, to attend R&T socials.

*The pictures and coverage of socials again encourages students and staff to
hold more events. In a way, the fact that there is a monthly newsletter means that
something needs to go on in R&T each month!

After the first couple of editions, the students raised the R'nTease at an SSLC,
saying that the newsletter (and | quote) “gave the students an increasing sense
of community within the Subject Area”. At the most recent SSLC, the newsletter
was raised again.

*A Level 3 student emailed me to say, after the second edition of the R’'nTease, “I
had a look at the newsletter and thought it was brilliant- we should have more!
Put it this way, | didn't even know who (the Head of Subject Area) was until this
year; it will definitely help the department feel a bit more like a community.”



Communication was the primary reason for starting the newsletter, and the
newsletter is an easy, accessible way to advertise our postgraduate courses to
the Level 3 students.
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For more details on any of this, contact me (peter.oakes@manchester.ac.uk) or
lecturers in a specialist area you are interested in... MA Religions and Theology, etc,
2010-11

The timetable for the coming year's MA courses has been finalised (as far as one can ever
finalise things at this stage). The MA is the gateway to PhD study, or a way to further pursue
some interests, or a way to give you an edge in the jobs market, or a combination of the
above. Among the highlights for 2010-11 is the amalgamation of Michael Hoelz!'s political
and Peter Scott’s theological core courses to form a new one in Religion and Civil Society.
Following that in semester two is another new course, Religion, Politics and the Media. Casts
of several are also involved in two other reorganised courses: Bible and Early Judaism in
Context, and Jews among Christians and Muslims. The first of these puts Bible together with
Jewish texts up to the rise of Islam. The second takes the story on from there. Atreyee Sen is
taking the lead this year on the South Asian Studies core course and backing that with her
popular course on Contemporary Society and Politics in South Asia. Two courses centre on
using some of the amazing primary resources at John Ryland's, Deansgate. Jeremy Gregory

1f you would like anything to be considered for inclusion in the next Newsletter, please email betty-ann. bristow@manchester.ac.uk
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The Postgraduate Director for R&T used the May edition of the R’'nTease to advertise
the MA to third year students.
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& The current list of courses is:

Semester One (core courses are starred)

RELT60121 - Studying South Asia* - Atreyee Sen

RELT60131 — The Holocaust in History - Jean-Marc Dreyfus

RELT60231 - New Testament in the Roman Empire - Peter Oakes

RELT70001 - Bible and Early Judaism in Context* - George Brooke, Adrian Curtis and
others

RELT70061 — Questions in Indian Philosophy - Jackie Suthren Hirst

RELT70561 - Jews among Christians and Muslims* - Philip Alexander, Daniel Langton
and others

RELT70901 - Religion and Civil Society* - Michael Hoelzl and Peter Scott

RELT71001 — Religion, Nature and Society - Peter Scott

SAHC72111 - Writing, Power and Memory: The History of the Book in the Middle
Ages™ - Kate Cooper

Semester Two

RELT60042 — Religious Revivals in Britain - Jeremy Gregory

RELT60082 — Magic in the Ancient Mediterranean World - Dr Todd Klutz

RELT60142 - Religion, Politics and the Media - Michael Hoelzl and others

RELT60242 - Constantine's Dream: Religion and Society in Late Antiquity - Jamie

Wood

RELT60302 - Trinity and Incarnation in Modern Christian thought - David Law

RELT60342 - Contemporary Society and Politics in South Asia: Reason or religion? -

ol Atreyee Sen

RELT70292 - Religion and Politics in Modern India: the Development of Hindu

Nationalism - John Zavos
’ ceBso,.
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The Postgraduate Director was able to show the course units offered that year, to
encourage students to think about what they were interested in, and show the
range of units on offer in R&T.

This particular edition of the newsletter lead to two students contacting me
separately to ask for more information about studying at postgraduate level within
R&T, and both have gone on to take the MA with us.
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Rearranged School Postgrad Study Open Day

Wednesday 8th December, the School will be helding a postgraduate study open day to replace the
one recently cancelled because of the day of action. My understanding is that programme and places
are as before. This means Peter Knight(School pg Director) 1-2 pm in LG 12. Then a talk and
question session on the various R&T MA and PhD programmes in WLG 18, with me and one of the
current postgraduate students who has just finished MA and begun PhD. There will also be a desk,
manned by the School postgraduate admissions administrators, on the second floor of Mansfield

Cooper.

My latest understanding of the situation on available funding for Sept. 2011 is three places with fees
paid (a School bursary, the Chadwick Prize and the Bishop Lee Greek Testament Prize), £500 off
fees for anyone with a first and, new as of this week, two £1000 prizes (off fess) for the two best
exam results (of people who have applied for MA here). More details at the talk on Wednesday. As
always, if you can't make Wednesday, feel free to email with questions about MA study
(peter.oakes@manchester.ac.uk).

Thanks
Peter Oakes

If you would like anything to be considered for inclusion in the next Newsletter, please email betty-ann. bristow@manchester.ac.uk
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In the most recent edition, sent out last night, the Postgraduate Director has used
the newsletter to remind students of the School Postgraduate Open Day.
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4 December 2010 - Religions and Theology
R&T Postgraduate and Staff Meal

Efes Turkish and Mediterranean Taverna — Thursday 14™ October 2010

Thank you to all the postgrads, staff and partners who came along to Efes for our first R&T PG and
staff meal of this academic year! It was a great chance for us all to catch up on what's been
happening over the Summer holidays and to meet some new faces! A brilliant time was had by all,
with lovely food and great conversation! It was a fantastic turn out and a really enjoyable evening! Big
thanks to Elif for suggestion the venue and to Tugba for the great photos too! Please do email me
(francesca.frazer@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk) with your suggestions for further outings.

o [ BEES o mae

Although | am an administrator within the Taught Programmes Office, my
immediate role is undergraduate administrator for R&T. However, notifications to
undergraduate students about Postgraduate study is not the only mention of PG
students in the R'nTease.

The PG students are invited to write for the newsletter about socials and events,
and include pictures. This will not only encourage our undergraduate students to
continue their studies with us, but offers something to the PG students
themselves. | think the academic members of staff appreciate this section, too.
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TIhe Holocaust Conference

The centre for Jawish studies heid  two day conference at the imperial War Museum Nerth.
Students from RAT were invited by Dr Jean-Marc Dreyfus fo attend and provide their input, i was &
‘wonderful event that offered students a chance 1o engage 'with scholars on very current debates,

| a3 able to attend
the Tussday session
o Holocaus!
education. The
workshops offered
plenty of interesting
food for thought;
especially on the
current state of UK
holocaust sducation
{did you knew B1% of
teachers taught
themselves what they
R4 o e e . pictune spasks a Trousand words, With ony fivs hundred in my pan, | may only writl abou T hal
Mok S pesaihi ™ ot pctu, Ignirng mat v, misnria-Lonceaing nandsnaka. Desmte acng SAcam. Fope
Banedict X1 and Chief Rabtl Lord Jomathan Sacks do not share tafth. indeec. a8 we shal ses. the
Crésf Aabbl through wearing It prociaims thres fundamentsl relgious assumptions: the Pope. by
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March 2010 - Religions and Theckogy 8
Chief Rabbi's talk on Thursday 28th October

I'd like to cast your mind back, if | may, before all of that
hard work of reading weel to Thursday 28™ October, the
evening Chisf Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks came to visit
Manchestar University. The talk entitled “is there a role
far faith in modem Brilain?” hosied by e Manchaster
Jewish Society, looked ot what place faith has in British
society today and how faith affects our daily ives and
dacision making

Anlsland Parish

The latest series of An Island Pansh cn the BBC has just finished. This series has been
following the life of the islanders on the remote Isles of Scilly as they come 10 terms with the
fact that their Methodist minister the Reverend David Easton will be leaving the isiands as he
has been voted off by & small number of his congregation, This series traces the journey that
he takes as he comes 1o tems with the decision that has been made by the islanders and
shews whore he sventually ends up in 8 néw pest in Aberystwyth in Wales. So far there has
bean four seres of this programmae locking at various aspects of Christian life on Scily. An
Island Parizh xs a whole locks at the spiritual and religious e of pscpls Bving in one of the
remaotest parts of Great Britain. It is well worth watching next time it is anl

Thi Chief Rabdi spoke of worid views and of the evolution of IMalkgy; e opened with 1
Image of iheciogy advancing through polytheism, monotheism and now aifeism ike paradigm shi Araund the World in 80 Faiths
of thought. How polytiism wih many Gods wesk recuced by Abraham. how many Gods were About this time last year this series of programmes was shown on the BBC. It is currently
reduced 1 one and then with science camea the sradication of myth and wc»_o God was recuced being repeated on BEC 4. An Anglican vicar the Revd Pete Owen Jones has taken a year
DU 6 g & tlack seuph et of how Ere 108 DROEIS :.:b"‘.ngr ?.’.“.L"J;‘.“.L out from his parish 1o travel around the world locking at various faiths. His aim is as the
scentific ey o uni s
Sl programme btle suggests 1o travel around the workd looking at 50 different faiths. It is & senes
PeOpie wha Sed Through (he #yes of 1a2n who Sed 84 baing 4 of 8 programmes each one looking at 10 faiths. This is a really fascinating series to watch as

L‘“M"N' g O acanace ":‘{‘; sl g porfdclics -3 :.""“P‘;';l'f."!‘;;;":‘m““; § you get an insight inta the variety of different faiths and beliefs. The last repeated episcde to

L - - te shown on BBC4 is (at the time of writing) number 4 which locks at faiths in the Middle
" = X =~ ! pendant
ith'r:'::‘:t ‘m‘:“; mlﬁ;‘:‘ *:: f: h‘:::e:: ":3’&“:‘" Tk 5::;1.6:“% toul East. Thers is due 1 be a book 1o be published in the future 1@ accempany the TV series. It
sigrificant thay need to have the unchanging variabie of God of falth threaded through that worid [ W rnally worih checking this Seties out sy it teally infersting]
pichure. '

Rebekah Fairhurst
{Lovel 2 RAT Student)
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There is a lot going on in R&T, such as conferences, socials, and the Head of
Subject Area this year — to engage Level 1 students — came up with a
competition.

This year an academic member of staff within R&T has been looking into, and
taking action on, the NSS. The newsletter has been used to inform students of
the importance of the NSS, to encourage Level 3 students to take the survey
(with proven success).

The newsletter can be used for lots of different things, and we are always open to
including new things. Students write articles about events they’ve been to within
the Subject Area, or of things which may be of interest to others in R&T.
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| have approached a few students in the last couple of months to see if they
think it would be a good idea for a couple of students to take a more active role in
producing the newsletter. Currently | request the information, encourage people
to submit, and put the newsletter together. Going back to my belief that the best
way for people to feel part of something is to be directly involved, | am hoping this
will attract some students who want to be involved, but perhaps don't feel they
have the time to be Peer Mentors or PASS Leaders and so on.

*Soon | hope to have access to the SAHC Student Intranet, where | will be able
to post the newsletters. At the moment they are emailed to staff and students,
and posted on the R&T notice board. Photographs from events covered in the
newsletter, which may not be included in the newsletter themselves, are also put
up on the board. This encourages students to go down the R&T corridor, and
bump into academic members of staff and other students.

*The notice board in the picture also has information about the SSLC and student
representatives. The newsletter is also used to advertise these, and how
important it is for R&T to receive student feedback so they know what students
are enjoying, and what could be improved upon. Through means such as these
R&T have done things such as reintroduced some Subject Area meetings about
course units (Open Forum).
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*Stronger sense of community at level 1

eIncreasing participation from students at other levels, including postgraduate
*Student presence back in the department

Communication between students & staff

12
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