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Draft for review 
1. About the Rapid Biomanufacturing Collaboration Fund
The Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Catalyst (IBIC) invites proposals for short, academic-led, industry-informed, collaborative proof of concept projects that demonstrate how biomanufacturing can address defined technical challenges across advanced manufacturing. The Rapid Biomanufacturing Collaboration Fund will support proof-of-concept and feasibility projects capable of starting quickly and delivering useful technical or commercial evidence within two to three months. The aim is to strengthen academic–industry partnerships and the wider biomanufacturing community, demonstrate industrial relevance and create a pipeline for follow-on collaboration, investment and impact. This will provide a stronger evidence base for future investment, business cases and sector strategy while demonstrating the difference biomanufacturing can make to UK competitiveness and growth.
2. Funding available and project duration
· Total funding for this call: £285,000.
· Indicative award size: £10,000–£20,000 per project.
· Number of awards: up to 15 within the overall £285,000 allocation, the final number and award values will depend on the selected portfolio.
· Delivery period: January–March 2027, projects may be up to 3 months maximum with a proposed commencement date of 1 January 2027.
· Completion deadline: all project activity and expenditure must be completed by 31 March 2027. There is no provision for extensions.
· Industry contribution: meaningful cash and/or in-kind support is expected. No minimum contribution level is specified.
3. Scope and priority areas
The call for proposals aims to understand and demonstrate how biomanufacturing can address priority challenges across the UKRI’s Advanced Manufacturing Sector Plan frontier industries: 

· aerospace
· advanced materials
· agri-tech
· automotive
· batteries 
· space 
Proposals should address a clearly defined industrial challenge through academic expertise and show how a biological or bio-enabled approach could meet an industrial need and generate measurable evidence to inform further development, with activity focused primarily at TRLs 2 to 5. 

Illustrative activities include the following, noting that this is not an exhaustive list:

· Testing whether a biological process can meet a defined manufacturing requirement, or replace an energy-, carbon- or resource-intensive manufacturing step.
· Developing or validating bio-based materials, chemicals, coatings, functional additives or biocatalytic manufacturing routes.
· Addressing a specific bioprocess scale-up, yield, productivity, process-intensification or other biomanufacturing bottleneck.
· Testing renewable, waste-derived or circular feedstocks within an existing manufacturing process.
· Applying sensing, analytics, automation or data-driven approaches to improve biomanufacturing performance.
· Generating evidence towards industrial deployment through pilot-scale validation, techno-economic assessment or use of existing manufacturing facilities.
4. Partnership and readiness requirements
Projects must be academic-led and industry-informed, with named industry partners and confirmed roles, responsibilities and availability. Both established partnerships and academics and businesses embarking on a new collaboration are within the intended scope. Applications should identify the partners and demonstrate a meaningful industry contribution through cash and/or in-kind support. 
Deliverability is a threshold requirement. Applicants must demonstrate that the project can mobilise within the proposed timeframe and complete all activity and expenditure by 31 March 2027. Required facilities, equipment, materials, expertise, approvals and access arrangements must be in place, with no dependency on lengthy recruitment or procurement. 
Whilst IBIC is normally a Place-Based Impact Acceleration programme, UKRI have confirmed that for this funding stream the place-based criteria do not apply and, therefore, we welcome applications from academic and industry collaborations from across the UK.
5. How to apply
· Call opens: 4 November 2026.
· Online applicant briefing: week commencing 9 November 2026 — date to be confirmed
· Intention to submit: potential applicants should complete the Intention to Submit form by 13 November 2026 microsoft form link
· Application form:  the lead academic partner should complete and submit the application form add website. 
· Submissions: a signed version of the application and supporting documents should be submitted in digital format by end-of-day on the deadline date to the Industrial Biotechnology Innovation Catalyst Team: ibic@manchester.ac.uk
· Submission Checklist: 
· Digital copy of the signed application form
· Digital copy of the signed letter of support from the collaborating partner
· Evidence of application approval authorised by your institution (eg snapshot of PURE or Worktribe record or equivalent)
· Copy of budget costing report (BlackDackel or equivalent)
· Complete the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Survey:
https://www.qualtrics.manchester.ac.uk/jfe/form/SV_78y1ax3V5r6LZtA
· Call closes: 23:59 on 27 November 2026.
6. What to include in your application
The short, fully costed proposal  should set out:
1. Partnership: named academic and industry partners, their roles, responsibilities and confirmed availability.
2. Industry challenge and fit: the specific advanced manufacturing need, its relevance to the call and how a biological or bio-enabled approach and academic expertise will address it.
3. Proposed approach: the proof-of-concept or feasibility work, its primary TRL focus and the technical or commercial result sought.
4. Delivery plan: a January–March 2027 workplan with clear milestones, measurable outputs and evidence of readiness to mobilise.
5. Impact and follow-on plans: the expected industrial benefit and a short, credible plan for follow-on collaboration, development or investment.
6. Resources and access: confirmation that the required people, facilities, equipment, materials, expertise, approvals and access arrangements are in place.
7. Budget and contribution: the funding requested and brief justification plus the industry partner’s cash and/or in-kind support.
7. What we will not fund
This proof of concept funding opportunity is not a standard research project. This opportunity will not fund:
· fundamental or curiosity-driven research
· discovery research
· the simple extension or continuity of ongoing work between research grants
· public engagement activities
· the filing of intellectual property, for example, patent, trademark or registered design
8. Assessment and selection
Applications will be considered through a rapid, competitive process. Proposals will be assessed against published criteria, with a panel agreeing outcomes. Assessment will prioritise: 
· Readiness to start and deliverability within the funding period; this is a threshold requirement.
· Industrial relevance and a clearly defined challenge.
· Strength of the academic–industry collaboration.
· Value for money.
· Potential for measurable impact.
· A credible route to follow-on development, collaboration or investment.
Applicants will receive confirmation of the outcome of the evaluation following the assessment period, by 2nd week of December 2027.
9. Proposed timetable
	Milestone
	Date

	Call opens
	4 November 2026

	Intention-to-submit window
	4–13 November 2026

	Online applicant briefing
	Week commencing 9 November 2026 — date to be confirmed

	Full, costed application deadline
	27 November 2026, 23:59 

	Application checks
	30 November–2 December 2026

	Assessment
	2–7 December 2026

	Panel meeting
	9 December 2026

	Award processing and applicant notifications
	9–12 December 2026

	Offer acceptance
	16 December 2026

	Projects commence
	1 January 2027

	All project activity and expenditure completed
	31 March 2027 — no extensions

	Final report and claim requests issued
	5–9 April 2027

	Reporting deadline
	11 June 2027



10. Applicant support and project follow-up
An online applicant briefing is planned to explain the call scope, eligible costs, assessment criteria and rapid-delivery requirements. Questions beyond this guidance may be sent to the IBIC team: ibic@manchester.ac.uk
Wider activity planned around this programme includes two in-person townhalls in early 2027 to explore sector challenges, showcase the funded portfolio and identify follow-on opportunities. Final event dates, locations and registration arrangements remain to be confirmed.
Reporting requirements will be set out in the award documentation. Project evidence will contribute to the programme’s assessment of impacts, leverage and case studies. The proposed post-project reporting period does not extend the 31 March 2027 deadline for activity and expenditure.
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