AHRC Doctoral Landscape Award (DLA)
Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) Guidance
1st October 2026- 30th September 2027
Purpose of this Guidance
This guidance explains how AHRC Doctoral Landscape Award (DLA) funded PGRs can use their Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) allocation during the 2026/27 academic year.
The RTSG is intended to support research, training and professional development activities that are essential to doctoral research and researcher development.

1. RTSG Allocation
For the 2026/27 academic year, AHRC DLA PGRs currently have an annual RTSG allocation of:
£600 per PGR, per academic year
Planning your RTSG use:
· The annual RTSG allocation is determined by available funding and may change in future academic years.
· Each PGR can use RTSG funding up to their available annual allocation.
· RTSG funding is designed to make a contribution towards research-related costs, rather than to meet the full cost of every activity.
· PGRs are encouraged to plan ahead, prioritise the activities that will have the greatest benefit for their research or development, and consider how best to use the allocation across the year.
· Any unspent RTSG allocation can be carried forward at the end of the academic year and used in the following academic year, subject to the PGRs remaining eligible for RTSG funding.
· PGRs cannot access future years’ RTSG allocations in advance.
· Approved funding will be limited to the value of the available RTSG allocation.
· Funding can be spent over multiple activities throughout the year.
Where planned research costs are higher than the annual RTSG allocation, PGRs are encouraged to consider whether the activity can be adjusted or supported through other funding sources, including:
· School fieldwork funds
· School travel funds
· Sustainable Travel Top-Up Funding (see section 7)
· Other external funding opportunities relevant to your discipline
Exploring these options early can help PGRs make the most of their RTSG allocation and identify additional support where it may be available.

2. Eligibility
To be eligible for RTSG funding, PGRs must:
· Be in receipt of an AHRC DLA studentship.
· Be fully registered on a programme leading to the award of PhD.
· Be making satisfactory academic progress.
· Have completed all overdue eProg milestones, with milestones fully authorised.
· Have obtained any necessary ethical approvals / risk assessments before undertaking the activity.
· Have explored other relevant sources of funding where appropriate.

3. How to Apply
PGRs wishing to use their RTSG allocation must submit an application before making bookings or incurring costs.
Applications should be made using the PGR Research and Training Support Grant (RTSG) Proforma: PGR Research and Training Support Grant Proforma, ensuring that they identify themselves as an AHRC DLA Studentship holder.
PGRs may be required to provide supporting documentation, including:
· A statement of support from your supervisor.
· Cost estimates, quotations or invoices.
· Conference details and confirmation of attendance (where applicable).
· Ethical approval documentation (where applicable).
· Risk assessments (where applicable).
· Information about any alternative funding sources explored.
Providing the required information at the point of application will help the Doctoral Academy review requests as quickly as possible.
Approval process
Applications will be reviewed by the Humanities Doctoral Academy and approved subject to:
· Eligibility requirements being met.
· Availability of RTSG funding.
· Academic justification.
· Value for money.
· Compliance with University policies and procedures.
PGRs should wait for formal confirmation of approval before making bookings or committing to costs.
Travel and booking arrangements
Once funding has been approved:
· Travel and accommodation should normally be booked through Key Travel.
· PGRs should choose the most cost-effective travel and accommodation options available.
· Sustainable travel options should be considered wherever practical (see section 7 below).
If costs are incurred before approval has been granted, reimbursement will not be possible.

4. What RTSG Can Fund
RTSG funding may be used for activities directly related to your research or researcher development, including:
Research activities
· Fieldwork and primary data collection.
· Archive, library and museum visits.
· Research-related travel in the UK and overseas.
· Specialist software, materials or resources required for your project.
Training and development
· Research methods training.
· Specialist workshops and short courses.
· Language training directly related to your research.
Conferences
· Conference registration fees.
· Travel and accommodation associated with conference attendance.
· Presentation of research papers or posters.
Caring responsibilities
Additional caring costs incurred as a direct result of undertaking approved research activities may be considered, including:
· Additional childcare costs.
· Temporary caring support during research travel.
· Day-care costs associated with fieldwork.
Only additional costs above normal caring arrangements can be considered.

5. What RTSG Cannot Fund
RTSG funding is intended for research and researcher development activity. It will not normally support:
✗ Food and subsistence costs
✗ Personal living expenses
✗ Telephone charges
✗ Retrospective applications
✗ Personal travel or leisure activities
✗ Costs unrelated to your doctoral research
Please also note:
· Any equipment costing over £200 purchased using RTSG funding remains the property of the University.
· Funding for participant costs may be capped.
· Applications may take longer to review if further information is needed.

6. Fieldwork
Fieldwork is defined as:
Primary, first-hand data collection undertaken as part of your doctoral research.
PGRs undertaking fieldwork must:
· Obtain all required ethical approvals.
· Complete any necessary risk assessments.
· Obtain Doctoral Academy approval before undertaking fieldwork.
· Complete MyPlacement system.
· Follow University travel and safety guidance.
· Check Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) travel advice before overseas travel.
Having the required approvals in place before submission will help avoid delays in processing your application.

7. Sustainable Travel
The University is committed to sustainable travel wherever possible.
PGRs choosing a lower-carbon travel option that is more expensive than a standard alternative may be eligible to apply separately for the University's Sustainable Travel Top-Up Fund.
If a PGR receives Sustainable Travel Top-Up funding, they will need to inform the Doctoral Academy on their application form, as the fund is administered separately.

8. Claiming Expenses
If PGRs have paid costs directly rather than booking through Key Travel or another University supplier, they must provide a reason and reclaim the approved amount using a PR7 claim form. All claims must be supported by valid receipts.
Important timescales
PR7 expense claims must be submitted within:
· 3 months of the date of expenditure, or
· 3 months of the travel, conference or accommodation taking place
For extended periods of fieldwork:
PGRs should not wait until the end of their fieldwork to submit all expenses at once. Claims should be submitted regularly throughout the fieldwork period.
Submitting claims within these timescales will help ensure they can be processed smoothly.

9. Travel Insurance
The University travel policy provides cover for approved:
· Fieldwork
· Research visits
· Conferences
· Other approved research-related travel
PGRs must ensure that all required approvals are in place before travelling.

10. Before You Submit
Before applying for RTSG funding, ask yourself:
✓ Is this activity essential to my research or researcher development?
✓ Have I obtained the necessary approvals?
✓ Have I explored other available funding sources?
✓ Have I selected the most cost-effective option?
✓ Can I provide supporting documentation?
If the answer is yes to all of the above, you are ready to submit your application.

11. Further Information
For advice on RTSG eligibility, applications or expense claims, please contact the Humanities Doctoral Academy Funding Team before making any bookings or incurring costs. You can also find more information on the PGR handbook.

