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POLL

WHAT STAGE OF THE PGR JOURNEY ARE YOU AT?

LET US KNOW VIA THE POLL
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ELIGIBILITY

YOUR JOURNEY TO POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH



What role do supervisors play?
Finding your supervisor
Preparing to contact a supervisor
Writing your email
Tips for successfully contacting a supervisor
What happens next?

‘THE IMPORTANCE OF
CONTACTING A SUPERVISOR’



HOW TO KNOW YOU’RE SUITABLE 
BEFORE YOU CONTACT A SUPERVISOR?

STARTING OUT



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ACADEMIC GUIDANCE

RESEARCH EXPERTISE

PERSONAL MENTORSHIP

WHAT ROLE DO SUPERVISORS PLAY?



WHY IS CONTACTING A SUPERVISOR IMPORTANT?

ALLOWS SUPERVISOR TO ENSURE YOU’RE A GOOD FIT      
Helps the supervisor to learn more about you and your suitability.
Gives them insight into your strengths, passion, experience and potential.

STRENGTHENS YOUR APPLICATION
They can endorse your application or nominate you for funding.
Makes them aware of your strengths and experience when reviewing applications.

ALLOW YOU TO CHECK IT’S A GOOD FIT FOR YOU
Chance for you to make sure it’s right for you too!
Learn more about them, their research and style.
Find out more specifics about the project, labs, funding etc.

BUILD RAPPORT
Demonstrates your initiative and enthusiasm for their field of research.
Helps make a good first impression and begin to build a relationship with them ahead
of potentially working with them.

SAVES YOU TIME
Prevents you having to complete numerous speculative application forms for projects
that interest you without knowing if they’ll be successful



PROJECT LISTINGS

FINDING YOUR SUPERVISOR

INSTITUTE, NETWORKS

 AND CENTRES 

WEBSITES

UNIVERSITY WEBSITE/

RESEARCH EXPLORER

NETWORKING, 

REFERRALS, 

CURRENT ACADEMICS,

RESEARCH PAPERS

www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/
research/institutes-centres/

www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/
study/research/supervisors/

www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/
study/research/projects-
programmes-degrees

https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/research/institutes-centres/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/research/institutes-centres/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/supervisors/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/supervisors/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/projects-programmes-degrees/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/projects-programmes-degrees/
https://www.bmh.manchester.ac.uk/study/research/projects-programmes-degrees/


PREPARING YOUR EMAIL
CHECK THE PROJECT LISTING AND ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Familiarise yourself with the project listing
Make sure you understand what it’s about and that it’s right for you
Ensure you meet the entry criteria set out in the project listing

RESEARCH THE SUPERVISOR 
Familiarise yourself with their recent publications and ongoing projects.
Understand their research group's focus and collaborators.

EMAIL CONTENT 
Subject line

Clear and specific e.g., "Prospective PhD Applicant: Interest in....".
Introduction

Including a brief overview about you, your current level of study and
academic background, your relevant academic, research or industry
experience;

Project suitability
Outline why you're suitable for their specific project, why you're passionate
about the area of research and any prior knowledge you have about
them/the research

Tone
Be professional tone, use formal language and proofread for errors.



TIPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY
CONTACTING A SUPERVISOR

TAILOR EACH EMAIL BE PATIENT FOLLOW-UP PERSEVERE BUT

KNOW WHEN TO

MOVE ON 

KEEP IT CONCISE



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

POSITIVE RESPONSE
Discuss the opportunity in more detail

Supervisor will follow-up with you if interested.
May request more information and ask you questions or just ask
you to apply.
Be prepared to elaborate and ask any questions you have too.

Prepare for a potential meeting
Supervisor may arrange an informal meeting or call before any
formal interviews.
Expect to discuss your research interests in more detail.
Have thoughtful questions about their work and expectations,
and any further questions you have.

Refine detail or discuss funding
Supervisor will provide insights into project.
Discuss funding and funding opportunities, if applying for a self-
funded project, or flag if you have your own funding.

NEGATIVE RESPONSE/NO RESPONSE
No response

Follow-up politely after 1-2 weeks 
Review your application and where your qualifications or
experience may not  match that particular project
Focus your efforts elsewhere on projects that match your
experience and interest more closely

Declined
Thank them, politely ask for any feedback to help your future
search.
Use feedback to re-start your search



MEET OUR POSTGRADUATE RESEARCHERS



ANUSHKA: MY JOURNEY TO POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH
Second-year PhD researcher in Occupational and Environmental
Health, funded through the President's Doctoral Scholar Award (PDS
Award).

Researching the behavioural determinants of sustained LPG use and
household air quality in rural Bihar, India, with the aim of supporting
cleaner cooking transitions in low-resource settings.

Background in Clinical Research and Healthcare Management,
followed by a Master's in Public Health and three years working in
public health programme management in India.

Chose Manchester for its interdisciplinary research environment,
supportive supervisory team and opportunities to collaborate across
disciplines while developing as an independent researcher.

Became involved in the University community from the first-month
of my PhD both as a PGR Representative and PGR Ambassador,
taking part in researcher development, outreach and postgraduate
community activities. 



BETHANY: MY JOURNEY TO POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH
2nd-year PhD researcher in Medical Microbiology, investigating
antimicrobial resistance and drug discovery through an
interdisciplinary approach, funded by an EPSRC DTP studentship.

My interest in infectious disease led me to a PhD combining
microbiology and new technologies, developing a microfluidic
platform to identify antibiotic sensitisers.

My background is in Biochemistry, where my Master’s project
explored Herpes simplex virus–brain interactions and their potential
role in Alzheimer’s disease, sparking my interest in pathogen–host
interactions.

I chose Manchester for its supportive but challenging research
environment, excellent facilities and collaborative culture — plus
plenty of places to eat and drink when the experiments don’t
cooperate!

Moving forward, we’re taking the project in two directions: exploring
its commercial potential through IBIC, while continuing to push the
academic research towards greater clinical relevance and impact.



GOT A QUESTION?

ADD IT TO THE Q&A CHAT

PANEL Q&A



NEXT STEPS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO DISCOVER MORE 

INCLUDING HOW TO APPLY, AVAILABLE

PROJECTS, FUNDING AND MORE.

SIGN-UP TO OUR  MAILING LIST 

TO RECEIVE OUR FUNDING ALERTS, EVENT

UPDATES AND OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER.

UOM.LINK/BMH-PGR-WEBINAR-MORE UOM.LINK/BMH-PGR-WEBINAR-SIGNUP



UPCOMING EVENTS

9 DEC 26

‘PREPARING FOR A 

PGR INTERVIEW’

1PM - 2PM
(GMT)

21 OCT 26

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

OPEN DAY

2PM - 5PM
ON CAMPUS

BOOK YOUR PLACE UOM.LINK/BMH-PGR-WEBINAR-BOOK

11 NOV 26

‘PHD LIFE IN THE FACULTY OF BIOLOGY,

MEDICINE AND HEALTH’

1PM - 2PM
(GMT)

BOOK YOUR PLACE UOM.LINK/BMH-PGR-OPEN-DAY-BOOK



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!

LET US KNOW YOUR FEEDBACK VIA 

OUR POST-EVENT SURVEY

UOM.LINK/BMH-PGR-SURVEY

FACULTY OF BIOLOGY, MEDICINE AND HEALTH 

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

http://uom.link/bmh-pgr-survey
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