Publications

2024

1. Multiple homicide: a descriptive study of serial homicide and mass murder in England and Wales 
Flynn, S., Ibrahim, S., Tham, S.-G., Turnbull, P., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J.
In: The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology. 35(5), 727–743.
Homicide involving multiple victims accounted for 4% of homicides in England and Wales between 1997 and 2018. When it does occur, mental illness is assumed to have played a significant role but reliable evidence to support this is often lacking. We aimed to describe the prevalence of multiple homicide and its subgroups: serial murder, mass murder and familicide and the presence of mental disorder. 

2020

2. Homicide by men diagnosed with schizophrenia: national case-control study 
Baird, A., Webb, R., Hunt, I., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 16 Nov 2020, In: BJ Psych Open . 6, 6
Some people diagnosed with schizophrenia are more prone to committing acts of serious violence, especially in the presence of drug or alcohol misuse. This study aimed to determine the risk factors for homicide by men with a diagnosis of schizophrenia to inform prevention efforts.  

3. Mental disorder in people convicted of homicide: long-term national trends in rates and court outcome 
Flynn, S., Ibrahim, S., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 6 Jul 2020, In: British Journal of Psychiatry. p. 1-7 7 p.
The homicide rate fell markedly between 2010 and 2020. This study examined trends in general population homicide and homicide by people with mental illness to see if homicides by people with mental illness had contributed to this downward trend.

4. The typology of parricide and the role of mental illness: data-driven approach 
Bojanić, L., Flynn, S., Gianatsi, M., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2020, In: Aggressive Behaviour. 46, 6, p. 516 7 p.
Mental illness is often an important factor in parricide. This study examined all homicides in England and Wales between 1997 and 2014 to describe the characteristics of parricide offenders with a focus on mental illness and clinical care, and to examine Heide's widely used typology of parricide through a data-driven approach. 

2019

5. Do homicide rates increase during weekends and national holidays? 
Baird, A., While, D., Ibrahim, S., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2019, In: Journal of Forensic Psychology and Psychiatry. 30, 3, p. 367-380
We examined whether homicide in England varied by season, day of the week and national holidays, and whether patterns differed by victim or perpetrator characteristics.  

6. Investigating homicide offender typologies based on their clinical histories and crime scene 
Abreu Minero, V., Barker, E., Dickson, H., Husson, F., Flynn, S. & Shaw, J., 2019, In: Journal of Criminological Research Policy and Practice. 5, 3, p. 168-188 21 p.
We examined the links between offenders’ clinical histories, mental state at the time of the homicide, background characteristics, and crime scene behaviours of 759 homicide offenders in England and Wales who had been in cotnact with mental health services in the year before the offence to identify three broad offender typologies.

2018

7. The patterns of homicide offence characteristics and their associations with offender psychopathology 
Abreu Minero, V., Dickson, H., Barker, E., Flynn, S., Ibrahim, S. & Shaw, J., 7 Oct 2018, In: Journal of Investigative Psychology and Offender Profiling. 15, 3, p. 304-318 14 p.
We analysed data on 759 homicide offenders in England and Wales who had been in contact with mental health services in the year before the offence and had a psychiatric report to examine patterns across victim age, victim gender, method of homicide and circumstances of the offence, then explored how these patterns related to offenders’ psychiatric diagnoses. 

8. National study comparing the characteristics of patients diagnosed with schizophrenia who committed homicide vs those who died by suicide 
Baird, A., Shaw, J., Hunt, I., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Webb, R., 2 Feb 2018, In: The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology.
We compared male patients with schizophrenia in England and Wales who perpetrated a homicide with an age-matched group who died by suicide. Homicide perpetrators were more likely to have histories of violence, imprisonment, drug misuse and missed service contact, while those who died by suicide were more likely to have recent service contact, inpatient care, self-harm history and affective disorder. Prevention requires a broad risk-management approach as homicide and suicide among patients with schizophrenia may require different clinical emphases.


2016

9. Homicide-suicide and the role of mental disorder: a national consecutive case series  
Flynn, S., Gask, L., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 16 Apr 2016, In: Social psychiatry and psychiatric epidemiology. 51, 6, p. 877–884
There is a lack of robust empirical research examining mental illness and homicide–suicide. The aims of this study were to describe the characteristics of offenders and victims; determine the prevalence of mental illness, contact with mental health services and examine adverse events prior to the offence.

2014

10. Serious Violence by People With Mental Illness: National Clinical Survey 
Flynn, S., Rodway, C., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2014, In: Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 29, 8, p. 1438-1458 20 p.
We examined the demographic, offending and clinical characteristics of patients convicted of serious violence who had been in contact with mental health services in the 12 months prior to the offence. We compared this group with mental health patients convicted of homicide in the same year to assess whether those committing serious violence differed clinically from those perpetrated homicide.

11. Patients with mental illness as victims of homicide: a national consecutive case series 
Rodway, C., Flynn, S., While, D., Rahman, M. S., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J. In: The Lancet Psychiatry. 1, 2, p. 129-134
The media attention received by homicides committed by patients with mental illness is thought to increase stigma. However, people with mental illness can also be victims of violence. We aimed to assess how often victims of homicide are current mental health patients and their relationship to the perpetrators.

12. ‘Violence and Mental Illness’ in Davies, S.C. “Annual Report of the Chief Medical Officer 2013, Public Mental Health Priorities: Investing in the Evidence” 
Howard, L., Shaw, J., Oram, S., Khalifeh, H. & Flynn, S. London: Department of Health (2014). Commissioned by The Department of Health.
This chapter aims to summarise evidence on the relationship between mental illness and violence, including violence perpetrated by and experienced by people with mental illness, and to identify implications for public mental health policy. Recommendations focus on how services should improve identification and respond to violence and abuse, strengthen risk assessment and multi-agency working and address substance misuse. It also emphasised that public messaging should avoid increasing stigma by presenting a balanced account of mental illness and violence.

2013

13. Mental illness and domestic homicide: A population-based descriptive study  
Oram, S., Flynn, S. M., Shaw, J., Appleby, L. & Howard, L. M., 1 Oct 2013, In: Psychiatric Services. 64, 10, p. 1006-1011 5 p.
Approximately 10% of convicted homicide perpetrators in England and Wales have symptoms of mental illness at the time of homicide. The prevalence among perpetrators of adult domestic homicide is unclear. This study was a consecutive case series of all convicted adult domestic homicide perpetrators in England and Wales between 1997 and 2008. 

14. Filicide: Mental Illness in Those Who Kill Their Children 
Flynn, S. M., Shaw, J. J. & Abel, K. M., 4 Apr 2013, In: PLoS ONE. 8, 4, e58981.
Most child victims of homicide are killed by a parent or step-parent. This large population study provides a contemporary and detailed description of filicide perpetrators and examined the relationship between filicide and mental illness at the time of the offence, and care received from mental health services in the past. 


15. Homicide perpetrated by older people 
Overshott, R., Rodway, C., Roscoe, A., Flynn, S., Hunt, I. M., Swinson, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2013, In: International journal of geriatric psychiatry. 27, 11, p. 1099-1105 6 p.
We examined all people aged 60 and over who were convicted of homicide in England and Wales over a five-year period and collected information on offence circumstances, victim relationships, psychiatric diagnoses, cognitive assessment, service contact, and court outcomes. 

2012

16. Comparison of a national sample of homicides committed by lone and multiple perpetrators 
Roscoe, A., Rahman, M. S., Mehta, H., While, D., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Sep 2012, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 23, 4, p. 510-521 11 p.
Multiple perpetrator homicide is an under researched area and previous studies have not examined clinical differences. We examined how homicides committed by multiple perpetrators differed from those committed by lone perpetrators in England and Wales, specifically, comparing the demographic, criminological and psychiatric characteristics of both victims and perpetrators.

2011

17. An examination of the quality of psychiatric court reports for juvenile perpetrators of homicide 
Rodway, C., Norrington-Moore, V., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Dec 2011, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 22, 6, p. 895-904 9 p.
We examined how often psychiatric court reports for juvenile homicide perpetrators were written by professionals with child and adolescent psychiatry expertise, assessed the quality and completeness of the information included in those reports, and made recommendations about what such reports should contain.

18. Comparison of British national newspaper coverage of homicide committed by perpetrators with and without mental illness 
Kalucy, M., Rodway, C., Finn, J., Pearson, A., Flynn, S., Swinson, N., Roscoe, A., Cruz, D. D., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Jul 2011, In: Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry. 45, 7, p. 539-548 9 p.
We examined whether homicide perpetrators with mental illness were more likely to be reported in British national newspapers than perpetrators without mental illness and compared whether the reporting differed by victim, offence and court-related characteristics.

19. Trends in rates of mental illness in homicide perpetrators 
Swinson, N., Flynn, S. M., While, D., Roscoe, A., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Jun 2011, In: British Journal of Psychiatry. 198, 6, p. 485-489 4 p.
The aim of this study was to examine the rates of mental illness among homicide perpetrators and the factors associated with a rise in homicide by people with psychotic symptoms at the time of the offence. 
20. Mental illness, gender and homicide: A population-based descriptive study 
Flynn, S., Abel, K. M., While, D., Mehta, H. & Shaw, J., 28 Feb 2011, In: Psychiatry Research. 185, 3, p. 368-375 7 p.
We compared the social, criminological and clinical characteristics of women and men convicted of homicide in England and Wales to examine how their pathways through the judicial system differed by gender, offence characteristics, and mental illness. We also examined whether women who committed homicide were more likely to have mental illness at the time of the offence and therefore less likely to be convicted of murder, with diminished responsibility more likely to be accepted.

21. A population-based study of juvenile perpetrators of homicide in England and Wales 
Rodway, C., Norrington-Moore, V., While, D., Hunt, I. M., Flynn, S., Swinson, N., Roscoe, A., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Feb 2011, In: Journal of Adolescence. 34, 1, p. 19-28 9 p.
We aimed to examine the social, behavioural and offence characteristics of all convicted homicide perpetrators aged 17 and under in England and Wales including the presence of mental illness and previous contact with mental health services. 

2010

22. Homicide convictions in different age-groups: A national clinical survey 
Hunt, I. M., Swinson, A. B. N., Flynn, S., Hayes, A. J., Roscoe, A., Rodway, C., Amos, T., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Jun 2010, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 21, 3, p. 321-335 14 p.
We aimed to estimate what proportion of homicide perpetrators in each age group had been under mental health care and to describe the antecedents of homicide — including offending history, substance misuse, mental illness, victim relationship, method of homicide, and court outcome — by age group.

23. The use of the care programme approach in perpetrators of homicide 
Swinson, N., Flynn, S., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2010, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 21, 5, p. 649-659 10 p.
We examined how the Care Programme Approach (CPA) was being used for homicide perpetrators who had been in contact with mental health services before the offence. Specifically, we aimed to establish what proportion of these patients were receiving care under enhanced CPA, and to assess the quality of care they received, particularly in the period leading up to the homicide.

2009
24. Independent investigations after homicide 
Pearson, A., Swinson, N. & Shaw, J., Feb 2009, In: Mental health today (Brighton, England). p. 24-29 
We reviewed independent investigation reports published between 2006 and 2009 to idetnify lessons for improving the investigation processes and mental health service practice.

25. Homicide followed by suicide: A cross-sectional study 
Flynn, S., Swinson, N., While, D., Hunt, I. M., Roscoe, A., Rodway, C., Windfuhr, K., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2009, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 20, 2, p. 306-321 15 p.
This study aimed to describe the social, clinical and criminological characteristics of people in England and Wales who committed homicide followed by suicide, examine their previous contact with mental health services, and assess factors linked to suicide after homicide.

26. Methods of homicide in England and Wales: A comparison by diagnostic group 
Rodway, C., Flynn, S., Swinson, N., Roscoe, A., Hunt, I. M., Windfuhr, K., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 2009, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 20, 2, p. 286-305 19 p.
We aimed to examine whether methods of homicide differed between perpetrators with different psychiatric diagnoses, and to explore offence characteristics among perpetrators with schizophrenia. 

27. Psychiatric recommendations to the court as regards homicide perpetrators 
Roscoe, A., Rodway, C., Mehta, H., While, D., Amos, T., Kapur, N., Appleby, L., Shaw, J. & Burns, J., 2009, In: Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. 20, 3, p. 366-377 11 p.
We examined psychiatric recommendations in court reports for homicide perpetrators in England and Wales, focusing on agreement between prosecution and defence psychiatrists and how their opinions related to court outcomes. Psychiatric evidence remains important, but focusing more on symptoms rather than diagnosis may improve consistency and help courts reach verdicts.

2008

28. Indpendent Homicide Investigations 
Pearson, AM., Swinson, NA., Shaw, J. & Appleby, L., 2008, In: Report for the National Patient Safety Agency, Department of Health. 
This report aimed to identify how many independent investigations were carried out after homicides by mental health patients in England and Wales from 2002–2005, compare cases that did and did not receive an investigation, and analyse recommendations from available investigation reports. 

2007

29. Homicide of infants: A cross-sectional study 
Flynn, S. M., Shaw, J. J. & Abel, K. M., Oct 2007, In: Journal of Clinical Psychiatry. 68, 10, p. 1501-1509 8 p.
We aimed to describe the sociodemographic, clinical, and forensic characteristics of people convicted of killing infants, including their outcome in court and the gender differences in these characteristics.

30. Women who kill their babies
Davenport, S., Flynn, S. & Shaw, J., 22 Mar 2007, The Female Body in Mind: The Interface Between the Female Body and Mental Health. London: Routledge, p. 132-145 13 p.
This chapter aims to offer an explanatory framework, focusing on psychological roots. 


2006

31. Perpetrators of homicide with schizophrenia: A national clinical survey in England and Wales 
Meehan, J., Flynn, S., Hunt, I. M., Robinson, J., Bickley, H., Parsons, R., Amos, T., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., Nov 2006, In: Psychiatric Services. 57, 11, p. 1648-1651 3 p.
We describe the social, clinical, offence and court-outcome characteristics of homicide perpetrators with schizophrenia or other delusional disorders in England and Wales. Among those known to services, some were not receiving enhanced CPA despite severe illness and/or previous violence, and missed appointments or were not receiving treatment. Regular assessment of delusions may help identify increased risk. 

32. The role of alcohol and drugs in homicides in England and Wales 
Shaw, J., Hunt, I. M., Flynn, S., Amos, T., Meehan, J., Robinson, J., Bickley, H., Parsons, R., McCann, K., Burns, J., Kapur, N., Appleby, L. & Lowe, R., Aug 2006, In: Addiction. 101, 8, p. 1117-1124 7 p.
This study examined rates of alcohol and drug misuse and dependence in people convicted of  homicide; the role of alcohol and drugs in the offence; the social and clinical characteristics of alcohol- and drug-related homicides; and the social and clinical characteristics of patients with dual diagnosis who commit homicide.

33. Rates of mental disorder in people convicted of homicide: National clinical survey 
Shaw, J., Hunt, I. M., Flynn, S., Meehan, J., Robinson, J., Bickley, H., Parsons, R., McCann, K., Burns, J., Amos, T., Kapur, N. & Appleby, L., Feb 2006, In: British Journal of Psychiatry. 188, p. 143-147 4 p.
The paper aimed to estimate rates of mental disorder among people convicted of homicide in England and Wales, using different definitions such as lifetime diagnosis, symptoms at the time of the offence, service contact, diminished responsibility verdict and hospital disposal. 


2004

34. Mental illness in people who kill strangers: Longitudinal study and national clinical survey 
Shaw, J., Amos, T., Hunt, I. M., Flynn, S., Turnbull, P., Kapur, N. & Appleby, L., 27 Mar 2004, In: Bmj. 328, 7442, p. 734-737 3 p.
This study aimed to establish changes over time in the frequency of homicides committed by strangers, and to describe the personal and clinical characteristics of perpetrators of stranger homicides.

2003

35. Homicide Followed by Suicide
Shaw, J., Flynn, SM. & Baird, A., 2003, In: Psychiatry. 2

1999

36. Homicide and Mental Disorder
Amos, T., Appleby, L. & Shaw, J., 1999, In: Health Care Risk Report. 2

37. Mental disorder and clinical care in people convicted of homicide: national clinical survey 
Shaw, J., Appleby, L., Amos, T., McDonnell, R., Harris, C., McCann, K., Kiernan, K., Davies, S., Bickley, H. & Parsons, R., 8 May 1999, In: Bmj. 318, 7193, p. 1240-1244
This paper aimed to estimate rates of mental illness among people convicted of homicide in England and Wales and to describe the social and clinical characteristics of those who had previously been in contact with psychiatric services. 

38. Psychiatric aspects of homicide 
Shaw, J., 1999, In: Current opinion in psychiatry. 12, 6, p. 673-676 3 p.
This paper aimed to review the previous year’s literature on homicide, with particular attention to the rate of mental disorder among perpetrators and directions for future research. 

39. Safer Services: Report of the National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and Homicide by People with Mental Illness 
Appleby, L., Shaw, J. & Kapur, NN., 1999, In: Report for the Department of Health. 
This early report aimed to collect detailed national data on suicides and homicides by people in contact with mental health services, and to make recommendations to reduce future risk. 


1997

40. Inquiry into homicides by psychiatric patients. Confidential inquiry is best 
Appleby, L., Shaw, J. & Amos, T., 1 Feb 1997, In: B M J . 314, 7077, p. 375
This article argues that a national confidential inquiry is the best way to learn from homicides by psychiatric patients, rather than relying mainly on individual local inquiries. Its main aim was to support a systematic, non-punitive approach that could collect information across cases and identify recurring service-related lessons. 

41. National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide & Homicide by those with mental health problems.
Appleby, L., Shaw, JJ. & Amos, T., 1997, In: British Journal of Psychiatry. 170, p. 101-102
This short editorial introduced the National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and Homicide by People with Mental Illness and explains its purpose: to collect comprehensive national data on suicides and homicides by people with mental health problems in order to inform clinical practice, training and policy. It emphasises that reliable case identification is essential, describing systems for identifying suicides through public health/death notification routes and homicides through national criminal justice data, followed by collection of clinical information from mental health services. 

42. National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide & Homicide by those with mental health problems: recent developments 
Amos, T., Appleby, L. & Shaw, JJ., 1997, In: International Journal of Psychiatry in Clinical Practice. 1, p. 69-71
This short article aimed to describe recent developments in the National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and Homicide by People with Mental Illness after its relocation to Manchester in 1996, and to explain how it would collect national data on suicide and homicide involving people with mental illness. It outlined the Inquiry’s method: using Home Office and court data for homicide, public health mortality files for suicide, and questionnaires to mental health teams where there had been specialist service contact. 
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