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New Greater Manchester Areas of

Research Interest pilot
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GMCA and Manchester City Council have been supported by the GM Policy \#=== s
Hub and academics at The University of Manchester to create pilot areas of ~ \| |
research interest (ARIs) for the city region. | BN _ '
ARIs represent an opportunity for local government (local authorities and the . Sn il R
combined authority) to think strategically about how to address major policy e W T~
problems and offer a unique opportunity for academics to start policy \ o o
conversations that can lead to research impact.

The new ARIs focus on two key priorities — good growth and prevention — and are
designed to support long-term strategic goals while opening up new conversations
between academia and policymakers.

The ARIs pilot seeks to identify the best evidence and new thinking on these themes:
good growth and prevention. It is also interested in how evidence can be obtained (for
instance, by how to involve residents in reforming public services) and is seeking evidence
to inform policy on these themes over a 4-10 year horizon.

The pilot is now open on GM Consult until December 2026.



https://www.gmconsult.org/strategy-team/ee7e517a/

Housing, health and

poverty roundtable

Manchester’s economic growth in recent years has
brought significant opportunities; yet persistent
poverty, rising housing costs, and unequal access to safe,
secure homes continue to shape residents’ health and
wellbeing.

Chaired by Professor Arpana Verma, we hosted a roundtable
discussion bringing together academic and policy stakeholders
to explore how data and community intelligence can inform
policy decisions to address poverty and build a healthier
Manchester.

We discussed work already underway and ideas to ensure economic
growth does not exasperate housing affordability, how housing policy

can support health and reduce poverty, and the role of place-based
partnerships in addressing housing and health inequalities in Manchester.

If you would like to find out more about UoM research in this area, contact us.

Contact s,


mailto:policy@manchester.ac.uk

North West Policy Pathway networking

event

| > = We were delighted to co-host an academic-policy networking event with the North
N R —— West Policy Pathway (NWPP), bringing together around 60 academics and policy

i '*“f.?;l" sp.—rr-ﬂ_::g@___ . . . o
S ——\ professionals on campus to explore how research can better inform policymaking.
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The event featured lightening presentations about Policy@Manchester and
NWPP, a case study from one of our former Greater Manchester Policy Fellows,
and an update on the Places for Growth programme.

Following the presentations, attendees had the opportunity to
connect directly. Through small-group discussions, academics and
policymakers shared research interests, policy priorities and ideas for
future collaboration,sparking new conversations about how

evidence can support decision-making.

To keep up to date about future events, email us.



mailto:policy@manchester.ac.uk
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Join the GM Policy Hub mailing list
Visit our website | Linkedln | Contact us



mailto:policy@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.policy.manchester.ac.uk/gm-policy-hub/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/16217212/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.policy.manchester.ac.uk/about-us/contact-us/
https://www.policy.manchester.ac.uk/about-us/contact-us/
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