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Director’s Update 
It has been another busy and exciting period for the Becker, with lots to celebrate across 
the Institute. 
 
Congratulations to Richard Grencis on receiving the Per Brandtzaeg Distinguished 
Scientific Award and major funding successes for colleagues including Matt Hepworth, 
Sara Federici and the teams behind our new Immuno-Biotechnology (MImmBI) and 
Cancer Immunology (POLLINATE) networks. We’re also very excited that Mahima Swamy 
will be joining us from August, further enhancing our reputation as a leading institute for 
barrier immunology research.  
 
It is also fantastic to see so many achievements from our students and early-career 
researchers, alongside brilliant outreach, fundraising and community activity across the Becker (very proud to see my 
lab win special recognition for their fabulous outfits at the bar rally!). 
 
On another note, I was also saddened to hear of the death of Dame Bridget Ogilvie, a staunch supporter of 
immunology at Manchester who attended the launch of the Lydia Becker Institute. She epitomised inclusivity and 
research culture at a time when championing these values was not always widely embraced and her mentorship was 
second to none. Science would be much more pleasurable if we were only a bit like Bridget. 
 

 
 
 

Professor Tracy Hussell 
 

Bill Ford Food (BFF)  
In honour of Professor Ford, the Bill Ford Chair of Cellular Immunology was created at 
the University. The role was recently held by Professor Werner Muller, prior to his 
retirement, and is currently held by Professor Richard Grencis. Bill Ford started the first 
immunology seminar series in Manchester and so it is fitting that our weekly lunchtime 
meeting for scientific discussions on anything immunological is named after him –Bill 
Ford Food (BFF). The group meet each Thursday for lunch at 1 pm in Room 4.005 in the 
AV Hill Building. 

Previous discussions have ranged from what are the next emerging fields in 
immunology, global health opportunities in Manchester. 

If any PIs would like to join, please contact Mr Ameur Bayar via 
ameur.bayar@manchester.ac.uk to be added to the list of BFF members.  

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/may/11/dame-bridget-ogilvie-obituary?CMP=share_btn_url
mailto:ameur.bayar@manchester.ac.uk
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The Lydia Becker Institute welcomes Professor Mahima 
Swamy to The University of Manchester 

 

We’re delighted to announce that Professor Mahima Swamy will be joining the Institute as a Professor of 
Immunology from August 1st, expanding the Becker’s world-class expertise in Barrier Immunity. Her lab studies 
intestinal immunology, diet, infection, and immune-mediated bowel diseases (Coeliac and Crohn’s). The group 
particularly focuses on intraepithelial lymphocytes (IEL), a poorly characterised class of T cells residing within the 
intestinal epithelium, and their communication with epithelial cells. 

Mahima joins the Becker from The University of Dundee, where she is a Programme Leader in the MRC Protein 
Phosphorylation and Ubiquitylation Unit (MRC PPU). In 2016, Mahima established her own research group in the 
MRC PPU, supported from 2017 by a Wellcome Trust Sir Henry Dale Fellowship, and became an EMBO Young 
Investigator in 2022. 

Originally from Bangalore, India, Mahima studied Biological Sciences and Biotechnology at BITS Pilani before 
completing her PhD at the Max-Planck Institute of Immunobiology in Freiburg, Germany, studying T-cell receptor 
biochemistry with Wolfgang Schamel. She then held postdoctoral positions with Adrian Hayday at CRUK's London 
Research Institute, researching intestinal immune surveillance, and with Doreen Cantrell at Dundee, uncovering 
roles for O-GlcNAc modification in T cell lymphomagenesis and development. 

Mahima said: “I am very excited to be joining The University of Manchester and the Lydia Becker Institute. I have 
always appreciated the amazing immunology research that happens at the Becker and loved the collegiate and 
friendly atmosphere whenever I have visited. With the recent award of the MRC Centre of Research Excellence in 
Exposome Immunology to the University, I think this is a great time to be joining and to be able to contribute to the 
great mucosal barrier research going on here.” Commenting on the appointment, Professor Tracy Hussell, Director of 
the Lydia Becker Institute said: “I am thrilled that Mahima will be joining the Lydia Becker Institute at Manchester. 
Her fantastic research on intestinal immunity is a natural fit with our focus on barrier tissues and their interaction 
with environmental stressors.” 
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Congratulations 

Professor Richard Grencis receives Per Brandtzaeg Distinguished Scientific Award from 
the Society for Mucosal Immunology 

Richard Grencis recently received the Per Brandtzaeg Distinguished Scientific Award from the Society for Mucosal 
Immunology (SMI) in recognition of his achievements as a pioneer in mucosal immunology and parasite immunology. 
Throughout his career he has generated fundamental insights into the immunology and physiology of 
gastrointestinal helminth infection, including major contributions to understanding of type 2 immunity.  

Richard’s early work revealed Th2 responses as crucial for helminth clearance. This is now a central dogma of 
immunity but at the time completely changed understanding. He pioneered the use of helminths, including Trichuris 
muris, to disentangle the central mediators of type 2 immunity and host protection. He was amongst the first to 
elucidate roles for IL-33, IL-9 and IL-13, revealing new understanding of their downstream mechanisms, via mast 
cells, smooth muscle, epithelial circuits and goblet cells. His work brought helminth infection models to the attention 
of a global audience and led to them becoming commonly employed tools in immunology.  

Professor Matt Hepworth Awarded £1.4M BBSRC Grant 
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Matt Hepworth along with Co-Is Judi Allen and Doug Dyer have been awarded a BBSRC grant totalling £1.4M. 

The project will focus on how crosstalk between innate lymphoid cells and the extracellular matrix influences tissue 
health. 

Dr Sara Federici secures AMS Springboard Award for precision phage therapy research 
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The Academy of Medical Sciences (AMS) has awarded a prestigious Springboard Award to Sara Federici, supporting 
her work as an independent early-career researcher at The University of Manchester. 

The AMS Springboard scheme provides up to £125,000 over two years alongside career support to help newly 
independent biomedical scientists launch their research careers and establish their own research programmes. 

Sara’s project sits at the interface of microbiology, immunology, and microbiome research. The work aims to 
contribute to the development of next-generation antimicrobial strategies to help tackle the global challenge of 
antimicrobial resistance – the ability of bacteria to survive and grow despite the presence of antibiotics. 

Sara’s research focuses on developing phage therapy as a precision approach to target bacteria involved in both 
infectious and non-communicable (non-infectious) diseases. 

Bacteriophages, or phages, are viruses that naturally infect and kill specific bacteria. Because they target precise 
bacterial strains without harming beneficial microbes, they offer a promising alternative to traditional, broad-
spectrum antibiotics. With the funding from this award, Sara will investigate how bacterial defence mechanisms 
influence the effectiveness of phages, using these insights to design more reliable and targeted phage-based 
treatments. 

Sara said:” I’m thrilled to receive the AMS Springboard Award, which provides an exciting opportunity to establish 
my independent research programme. This funding will allow me to explore how we can harness phages to develop 
more precise and effective therapies, with the long-term aim of tackling antimicrobial resistance and improving 
treatment options for a wide range of diseases.”  

Lydia Becker Institute, MIB, and MRC CoRE Partner on Immuno-Biotechnology Initiative 

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/sara-federici-77a029a
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The Lydia Becker Institute of Immunology and Inflammation and the MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology are 
partnering with the Manchester Institute of Biotechnology (MIB) to launch the Manchester Immuno-Biotechnology 
Initiative (MImmBI) 

While Manchester hosts world-leading expertise across immunology, environmental health, and biotechnology, 
collaborative work connecting these specific domains has traditionally been fragmented. Supported by the Faculty of 
Biology, Medicine and Health, MImmBI will create a shared innovation space across the three institutes to build 
collaborative networks driving future funding. 

Led by Jonathan Worboys, the 12-month programme will bring together scientists from the Becker, MIB, and the 
MRC CoRE around three primary themes:   

• Synthetic Immunology & Molecular Sensing: Engineering biological circuits and biosensors to track and
direct immune responses in real time. 

• Non-Destructive Analysis of Pollutants and Metabolites: Profiling how environmental pollutants and
cellular metabolites interact with barrier immune tissues without destroying the sample.  

• Immunology-Focused Bioengineering: Building physical platforms and microfluidic tools to mimic or control
complex immune micro-environments.  

Commenting on the new initiative Jonathan said: “Advances in biotechnology, bioengineering and synthetic biology 
are revolutionising how we do research. MImmBI will ensure immunology research in Manchester can employ these 
transformational advances and drive exciting innovations across our institutes.” Becker Director Tracy Hussell added: 
“Understanding and treating immune-mediated disease requires new approaches and new partnerships. MImmBI 
creates an exciting platform for researchers in Manchester to combine expertise in immunology, biotechnology and 
engineering, opening the door to innovative technologies and discoveries that will accelerate research and 
ultimately benefit patients.” 

Anthony Green, MIB Director said: “I am excited about the opportunity to bring together researchers from across 
biotechnology and immunology to explore new ideas at the interface of our disciplines. Manchester has outstanding 
strengths in each of these areas, and MImmBI will create the connections and collaborations needed to develop 
innovative research programmes and future funding opportunities.” 



Newsletter 
Page 8 

Launching August 2026, the programme will feature cross-institute symposia and sandpit workshops. These sessions 
will allow immunologists to pitch biological and environmental questions directly to engineers and physical 
scientists, laying the groundwork for joint research agendas and future external funding bids.   

Faculty Award Supports New Immunology-Cancer Collaboration Network 

Congratulations to Luke Roberts and Sara Valpione, whose proposal POLLINATE (Promoting Opportunities, Links and 
Leadership in Immunology and National Biomarker Centre to Advance Team-science and Exploration) has been 
awarded £5,000 in support from the Faculty of Biology, Medicine and Health.  

The initiative will bring together early career researchers from the Lydia Becker Institute and the CRUK National 
Biomarker Centre through networking events, laboratory exchanges and clinical observation opportunities at The 
Christie. The programme aims to foster new collaborations, encourage cross-disciplinary thinking, and create 
opportunities for researchers to explore new techniques, develop innovative ideas and build future funding 
opportunities 

The funding will support a year-long programme of activities designed to strengthen links between immunology, 
inflammation, cancer precision medicine and biomarker science, helping to seed the next generation of collaborative 
research projects. 
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Funding Successes and Patent Recognition for the Day Lab 

 

Congratulations to Tony Day and colleagues on a series of recent achievements. The group has secured two new 
awards, including funding from Upstream Genes valued at £282,945 to develop an AAV gene therapy for HGSNAT-
associated Retinitis Pigmentosa, and a BBSRC ALERT Equipment Grant valued at £368,684 to enhance analysis of 
molecular binding events using Taylor Dispersion technology. 

The team has also celebrated the publication of a US patent, CXC Receptor Ligands, published in the US on the 2nd of 
April 2026. 

Dr Amy Dashwood awarded Bicentenary Early Career Research Fellowship 

Congratulations to Amy Dashwood on being awarded a 
prestigious Faculty of Biology, Medicine and Health 
Bicentenary Early Career Research Fellowship. The 
fellowship has been established to support exceptional 
early-career researchers with strong potential, providing 
them with the opportunity to develop into future leaders in 
bioscience, biomedical and health research. Amy will take 
up the fellowship in early 2027, marking an exciting next 
step in her research career. 

 

 

 



Newsletter 
Page 10 

Holly Sedgwick and Dr Stephane Guillaume to represent early-career researchers at the 
BSI 

The British Society for Immunology recently held its committee elections for 2026. Two Lydia Becker researchers 
have been elected to represent early career researchers in the Member Engagement Forum. 

Stephane Guillaume will be serving as the Early Career Representative. Stephane is committed to inclusivity in 
research and co-founded the Pride@Babraham Network. He will be assisting the BSI in ensuring early-career 
researchers are heard and embedded into research culture. 

Stephane said: “The BSI has always been a really warm and inclusive community that welcomed me when I first 
moved to the UK for my PhD; I’ve always been keen to be more involved with the BSI to help contribute to the 
positive culture. I’m especially keen to focus on diversity and inclusion across the BSI network, to help foster a more 
collaborative space for researchers at all career stages to connect through.” 

Holly Sedgwick was elected to represent PhD students at the forum. Holly has been committed to championing 
immunology both within research and through public engagement. Within the BSI, Holly will be ensuring PhD 
students have a voice and receive inclusive, accessible support. 

Holly said: “The BSI has supported me from my very first weeks as a PhD student, and I wanted to stand for election 
to give back to this incredibly welcoming community. Being elected means the world to me, and I now have the 
privilege to advocate for fellow students. I am excited to represent diverse student voices, foster a true sense of 
belonging, and ensure all PhD members feel supported and included.” 

Commenting on their elections Tracy Hussell said: “As BSI president I am extremely proud of Holly and Stephane for 
their election by the membership to these prestigious roles. Both work in the group of Madhvi Menon and all 
contribute to the vibrancy of the Lydia Becker Institute” 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephane-guillaume-phd-9444b4b7/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/holly-sedgwick-2271931b7/
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Dr Matthew Sinton Named IUIS 2025 Rising Star 

Congratulations to Matthew Sinton who received the Pride in STEM 2026 Decadal Award or his commitment 
towards increasing the visibility of LGBTQIA+ scientists via his work as founder of The STEM Village.  

Team Becker raises money 
for MPS Society UK 

Congratulations to James Parkinson, 
Brian Chan, Sara Kirkham and Joshua 
Cox from the Becker for completing 
the Great Manchester Run 10k held 
on Sunday 31st May and raising £844 
for MPS Society UK to support those 
with Mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS) 
Fabry and related lysosomal 
conditions in the UK.  

https://research.manchester.ac.uk/en/persons/matthew-sinton
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-stem-village
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Dr Amanda Ridley raises money for Cancer 
Research UK 

Congratulations to Amanda Ridley who took part in the 
Cancer Research UK Race for Life Pretty Muddy 5k course in 
Victoria Park on the 28th June and helped to raise £1,860 for 
Cancer Research UK’s groundbreaking work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Double Award Success for Dr Charles 
Earnshaw  

Congratulations to Charles Earnshaw, NIHR Clinical 
Lecturer in Santiago Zelenay’s Cancer Inflammation 
and Immunity Group, on receiving two prestigious 
awards. Charles was named the Faculty of Biology, 
Medicine and Health Doctoral Academy Postgraduate 
Researcher of the Year for the School of Medical 
Sciences and was also awarded the Best Outstanding 
Output Excellence Award by the Manchester Doctoral 
College for the group's paper published in Cancer 
Discovery in February 2026. 
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Dr Maria Koufaki selected for prestigious international immunology programme and 
celebrates publication success 

Congratulations to Maria Koufaki from Santiago Zelenay's 
Cancer Inflammation and Immunity Group, who has been 
selected to attend the highly competitive International 
School on Advanced Immunology in Japan this autumn. 
Jointly organised by IFReC and ImmunoSensation, the 
programme brings together 50 outstanding PhD students and 
early-career postdoctoral researchers from around the world.  

Maria also recently received further good news, with a paper 
arising from her PhD research accepted for publication in 
Immunity. The article is expected to appear in the August 
issue. Following this success, Maria will continue her research 
career as a postdoctoral fellow at the Francis Crick Institute 
from September.  

We congratulate Maria on these fantastic achievements and 
wish her every success for the next stage of her career. 

 

Professor Sheena Cruickshank and Dr Jonathan Worboys write for The Conversation 

 

Professor Sheena Cruickshank and Dr Jonathan Worboys’ wrote a piece for The Conversation, “Masked T-cell 
engagers: cancer immunotherapies for the future?” – which received significant engagement and was translated into 
French. The piece was the fourth most-read article of the year by University of Manchester academics, with 74,000 
reads across the US, France, UK, Canada and Australia, and was republished by ScienceAlert, SudOuest, Science et 
Vie, The Conversation France app and Medical Xpress. You can read their article here 

https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute/2026/03/19/masked-t-cell-engagers/
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Congratulations – PhD and Undergraduate students 

Congratulations to; 

• Holly Sedgwick, a PhD student in the Menon lab was awarded 2nd place in the "Student of the Year: 
undertaking volunteering that benefits the wider community" category at this year’s University of 
Manchester Volunteer of the Year Award.  

 
 
 
 

• Holly also won the University’s Three-Minute Thesis (3MT) competition! 
Holly brilliantly communicated her research to secure the win and will 
now represent The University of Manchester at the Vitae National Finals. 
Best of luck to Holly at the finals! 
 

• In addition, Holly also received a special £100 prize from the Lydia Becker 
Institute in recognition of her work in volunteering and public 
engagement. Professor Tracy Hussell said: “Holly’s commitment and 
enthusiasm have been truly exceptional - consistently going above and 
beyond to support and champion public engagement, playing a vital role 
in strengthening the Becker's impact and helping to make our work more 
accessible to wider audiences.” 
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• Argyro Olympitis, a PhD student in 
the Couper lab, took part in University 
Challenge broadcast on Monday 20th July 
where Manchester faced off against 
students from Durham.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Emily Wright, a PhD student in Else lab, was 
awarded a poster prize at the British Society for 
Matrix Biology Spring Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Oliver Wagstaff, a PhD student in the Lopez-
Castejon lab was awarded the prize for Best Poster at 
the 3rd European Purine meeting in Bordeaux held in 
July. 
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• Iashia Nabi, a PhD student in the Dyer lab presented and won “Best Talk” at the British Society for Matrix 
Biology Spring Meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Catriona Laverty, a PhD student from the 
Mann lab was awarded ‘Best Poster’ at the 
Thoracic Society of Australia and New Zealand 
(TSANZ) Annual Scientific Meeting 2026 in 
Perth in the Occupational and Environmental Lung 
Disease group. 
 
 

 

 

• Congratulations to Lucy Le Maistre from the Worboys lab, who secured an MRC DTP studentship to do a 
project developing immuno-organoids in PDAC in the Worboys lab and alongside the Jørgensen group at the 
CRUK MI 

• Ethan Newman, a MSci student with the Worboys lab, achieved a First-class honours degree and has now 
secured a PhD at King’s College London. 

• Anmoyul Mohon, a PhD student with the Quintana lab went on Future Planet Capital’s life-science venture 
micro-internship (29 June to Friday 3 July) 
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Invited Seminars and Presentations 
 

 

Juan Quintana was invited to participate in the ERC-funded ParaFrap Next generation in parasitology 2026: 
Connecting young parasitologists across Europe held in May in Montpellier (pictured above). Link to the manuscript 
highlighting the outcomes here.  

 

 

Juan Quintana was also invited to participate at the BSI 
Edinburgh Immunology Group (EIG) summer symposium 
held on the 11th of June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cell.com/trends/parasitology/fulltext/S1471-4922(26)00161-3?rss=yes&utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=linkedin
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Madhvi Menon was invited to speak at the Pint of Science ‘Barriers, B Cells and Battle Plans: Your Immune System 
Unleashed’ event at Cloudwater Brewery, Manchester - which aims to bring researchers to local pubs/cafes/spaces 
to share their scientific discoveries. The event organising team included Emily Wright (pictured below) from our WT 
ICD PhD Programme.  

 

 

 

 

Judi Allen attended the IWISH-TALKS event held in  

Edinburgh in March and gave a talk entitled:  

“Finding joy in science: a life journey  

of unexpected discoveries” 
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From 27 to 29 April 2026, Martie van Tongeren and Rufus Daw from the MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology 
attended The Global Exposome Summit in Sitges, Spain The Global Exposome Summit - 27-29 April, 2026. Sitges 
(Barcelona). Rufus presented a poster “The MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology Mega-Omic Atlas: Mapping 
Exposome-Mediated Immune Dysregulation in Chronic Inflammatory Disease”. 

 

 

Holly Sedgwick was invited to speak at the Pint of Science ‘The Exposome Strikes Back!’ event in Manchester.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/martie-van-tongeren-78a3222/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rufus-daw-102897b1/
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Iashia Nabi presented a talk at Matrix Biology Europe 2026 in Oulu, Finland - on the endothelial glycocalyx in flu 
infection. 

 

 

Anna Hains (pictured right, centre) attended and 
presented her work at the Keystone Symposia on 
Inflammation Resolution in Whistler 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Matthew Sinton and Juan Quintana will participate at the 
upcoming 1st IUIS Leadership Academy for Future Leaders in 
Immunology in Mexico in October.  
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Events 
British Science Week 2026 at Manchester Museum 

 

British Science Week is a nationwide celebration of STEM and marks a brilliant opportunity for outreach. On 9 and 10 
March, Manchester Museum became a hub of fascinating research. Over 100 researchers from diverse disciplines set 
up stalls to bring the science out of the lab and inspire a new generation of scientists. 

Over 20 Lydia Becker researchers did their part in disseminating some fantastic science. At the Becker stall, our famous 
Splat the Virus and Neutralise the Virus games made an appearance. Students had a great time getting some energy 
out, batting and throwing our virus plushies. Our volunteers made great use of these games to lead the way into some 
fun discussions around the immune system and how it fights off viral infections. 

Team Mucus brought parasites and literal buckets of slime to demonstrate the essential research on parasitic 
infections and bodily defences. Volunteers turned squeals of disgust into curiosity and thoughtful conversations on a 
global health issue. 

Across the two days, over 1,000 school students made their way through the stalls, getting an opportunity to connect 
with researchers and get hands-on with brilliant activities. Our researchers recognise this incredible opportunity to 
inspire growing minds and have a lot of fun along the way. 

“Volunteering at the BSW Becker stand was a blast, as it is every year! It was wonderful to see young students learning 
about infections, the immune system, and vaccines through games like Splat the Virus, Spin the Wheel, and Neutralise 
the Virus. I was especially proud when most of the students could answer my little quiz at the end of the games, and 
some future scientists even asked excellent questions. I also felt a real sense of personal growth throughout the 
experience – it was incredibly rewarding.” – Mang Xu, PhD student 
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“I had a fantastic time volunteering at the Lydia Becker stand during BSW alongside the other volunteers. As always, 
Splat the Virus was a huge hit, along with the revamped Spin the Wheel and Neutralise the Virus. It was great chatting 
with the students about the different types of immune cells and how they protect the body, and I loved having the 
chance to make complex science a bit more accessible (and hopefully spark a few future immunologists along the 
way).” – Holly Sedgwick, PhD student. 

MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology AI in Immunology Workshop  

 

On Wednesday 6th May the MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology held it’s AI in Immunology Workshop, co-hosted by 
the Becker and Geoffrey Jefferson Brain Research Centre, which showcased recent advances in computational 
immunology and the application of AI. Held as a one-day hybrid event, it featured keynote talks, short presentations, 
workshops, and round-table Q&A with speakers and experts which encouraged further discussion.  

Topics included AI-driven gene regulation, generative AI in biology, single-cell and spatial omics, and the use of large 
language models to support lab research and data analysis.   

The event garnered positive feedback from participants and drew strong engagement, with 315 online registrations 
and 88 in-person sign-ups. 

Talk recordings are available to watch here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiszTVbbIzJd2r4Ce-_G2VPrOSW9KoIUR
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Splatting viruses and building immunity: the Becker at the Universally Manchester 
Festival Science Fair  

 

On Saturday 13 June, the Lydia Becker Institute brought the world of immunology out of the lab and into the 
community by taking part in The University of Manchester’s Community Fair at University Place, part of 
the Universally Manchester Festival. This vibrant, annual event opens the University’s doors to celebrate research, 
culture, and community collaboration in a completely free, family-friendly space. 

This year’s festival was incredibly lively, welcoming over 2,700 visitors from our local neighbourhoods and beyond. It 
provided an excellent opportunity for people of all ages to connect directly with researchers, staff, and community 
partners to explore the science shaping our world. 

Under our banner Breathe, Build, and Battle: The Science of Immunity, we hosted an interactive stand designed to 
show how the human body detects and destroys infections. Using hands-on games – including a virus-splatting 
challenge named Splat the Virus! an immune cell spinning wheel, and white blood cell target practice – our team 
demonstrated the critical role immune cells play in clearing viruses and maintaining lung health. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for our researchers to translate their daily research into accessible, real-world concepts for an 
enthusiastic public audience. 

We’d like to send a big thank you to our brilliant team of volunteers who represented the Becker so brilliantly and 
made it all happen: 

• Aleina Alex • Lydia Thompson 
• Fariha Khanom • Mang Xu 
• Ilse Mendoza Trujillo • Erin-Claire Pallott 

https://universallymanchester.com/event/community-fair-hands-hearts-minds/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 
Page 24 

 

Failing Forward: Academia in focus 

 

On Wednesday 10th June the Becker, Researcher Development Team and SBS Social Responsibility jointly organised a 
panel event entitled ‘Failing Forward: Academia in focus’. The panel included Dr Gloria Lopzez-Castejon, Dr Joan 
Chang and Professor Matthias Trost who discussed strategies to cope with paper and grant rejections that form the 
mainstay of an academic career and discussed how they managed academic rejection to become more resilient. Tips 
included mindfulness, avoiding comparisons with peers, positive self-talk and gardening as ways to maintain 
wellbeing in the face of rejection.    

Beyond Research: Lessons From an Overcomer  
PhD student Charles Gyasi from the Grencis lab organised and hosted an 
online event series from the 17th – 19th June with Professor Richard 
Grencis, Professor Rachel Lennon and Dr Erin-Claire Pallott where they 
shared their real-life research journeys, challenges and lessons.  

A common theme was that successful careers in research are built not 
only on scientific excellence, but also on mentorship, collaboration, 
resilience, curiosity and kindness.  

Speakers also encouraged researchers to embrace lifelong learning, 
prioritise health and wellbeing, use emerging technologies such as AI 
thoughtfully, and remember to recognise how far they have come.  
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Becker Bar Rally  

 

The annual Becker Institute Bar Rally held on Wednesday 29th July was a resounding success, bringing together staff 
and students for an afternoon of fun, teamwork and friendly competition. The event featured everything from conga 
lines and chanting to creative challenges and impressive team spirit, making it a memorable day for all involved. 

 

Congratulations go to the Dyer group for securing this year's victory, while the Hussell/Knight group earned special 
recognition for their standout outfits.  
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The organising Menon group thanked everyone for embracing the event with enthusiasm and helping to create 
another fantastic social occasion that showcased the unique community spirit of the Becker. 
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Farewell to Dr Erin-Claire Pallott – Science Communications 
Officer 
Dr Erin-Claire Pallott joined the Becker as a Science Communication Officer in October 2025 as part of the Wellcome 
Trust ICD PhD Programme’s transition funding scheme and during her time with us Erin delivered several training 
sessions to pass on what she has learned and help researchers sharpen their storytelling, build confidence, and bring 
their science to any stage. 

 

DIIIRM Postdoc Away Day 2026 

 

Erin supported a huge range of activities during her time 
with us, from school outreach and work-experience 
programmes to public events, talks and engagement 
stands at British Science Week and the Universally 
Manchester Fair. She also supported researchers with 
presentations, grant feedback and mock interviews, 
helped with internal communications and blog content, 
and developed resources to make engagement activities 
easier and more effective. Behind the scenes, Erin also 
contributed to planning, risk assessments and 
professional development activities across the Becker. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/erin-claire-pallott/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 
Page 28 

 

 

Lydia Becker Institute Manager Ameur Bayar said: “A huge thank you to Erin for all her support as our Science 
Communications Officer. It has been a real pleasure working with her and benefiting from her contributions to so 
many initiatives across the Becker. We wish her every success in whatever comes next, and I have no doubt she will 
excel at whatever she turns her hand to.” 
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Upcoming Seminars, Meetings and Events 
MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology MOXIE Annual Conference – 24th September  

On Thursday 24th of September the 
MRC CoRE in Exposome Immunology 
will be holding their inaugural MOXIE 
Annual Conference.  

More details to follow  - please 
contact alexandria.blundell-
joyce@manchester.ac.uk for further 
information.  

 

Greater Manchester Immunology Group Seminar Series 2026 - 2027 

The 26/27 seminar series is currently being planned. A list of upcoming speakers will be circulated in due course.  

Please contact Andy Greenhalgh andrew.greenhalgh@manchester.ac.uk or the DIIIRM PS Team 
diiirm@manchester.ac.uk  if you would like to be added to the MIG seminar mailing list.   

 

MION Network  

The Manchester Immuno-Oncology Network (MION) fosters interactions 
between Clinicians and Scientists with an interest in immuno-oncology 
within Manchester, with an aim to bring people together to maximise 
collaborations and provide educational opportunities. 

 MION hosts quarterly interactive workshops covering topics such as: 

•T cell immuno-oncology 

•Pre-clinical models 

•Immuno-oncology biomarkers 

•Moving from pre-clinical data to clinical trial development 

If you would like to join the Network and hear about our future events and opportunities for collaboration please 
email the-christie.Mcr-IOnetwork@nhs.net. 

mailto:alexandria.blundell-joyce@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:alexandria.blundell-joyce@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:andrew.greenhalgh@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:diiirm@manchester.ac.uk
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Becker Profiles 
Find out more about the fantastic Research Fellows, Postdocs, 
Research Assistants, Technicians and PhD students affiliated with 
the Lydia Becker Institute by taking a look at our ‘Becker Profiles’ 
series.  

Our latest profile is with Argyro Olympitis, a Wellcome Trust ICD 
PhD student with the Couper lab.  

Photos: Brian Chan 

 

 

 

Grants 
Since its launch, PIs affiliated with the Lydia Becker Institute have secured more than £296M in grant funding 
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https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute/category/becker-profiles/
https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute/2026/07/23/profile-argyro-olympitis/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brian-h-k-chan-23384173/
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Publications 
Selected publications from Lydia Becker Institute affiliated researchers 

January 2026 

Comparative Effectiveness of Abatacept Versus Adalimumab in Shared Epitope Positive and Negative Patients 
With Rheumatoid Arthritis Yap CF, Nair N, Sharma SD, Bowes J, Ariff ABM, Morgan AW, Isaacs JD, Wilson AG, Hyrich 
KL, Verstappen S, Bluett J, Morris AP, Barton A, Plant D, Viatte S. Arthritis Rheumatol, January 2026 PMID: 40567118 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/art.43298 

Cerebral ischaemic stroke results in altered mucosal antibody responses and host-commensal microbiota 
interactions Hurry M, Posner DA, Wong R, Grayston A, Díaz-Marugan L, Zhang X, De Leon B, Benakis C, Waisman A, 
McCulloch L, Allan SM, Lawrence CB, Brough D, Hepworth MR. Brain Behav Immun, January 2026 PMID: 41265660 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2025.106184 

The EAACI-UEMS Knowledge Examination: Certifying Standards in Allergy and Clinical Immunology Across 
Europe Brockow K, Ghiordanescu IM, Tontini C, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Pichler WJ, van Wijk RG, Schmidt-Weber C, 
Demoly P, Del Giacco S, Walusiak-Skorupa J, Chivato T, Amérigo DA, Mülleneisen N. Allergy, January 2026 PMID: 
41549511 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70213 

CTx001 for Geographic Atrophy: A Gene Therapy Expressing Soluble, Truncated Complement Receptor 1 (Mini-
CR1) Rathi S, Didangelos A, Pisarenka S, Green R, Zafeiri S, Emery-Billcliff P, Patel N, Whalley P, Zamiri P, Tilakaratna 
V, Szula E, Hasan R, Munye MM, Unwin RD, Bishop PN, Keefe D, Clark SJ. Ophthalmol Sci, January 2026 PMID: 
41377064 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xops.2025.100980 

CD200R1 promotes the development of murine γδ17 T cells Linley H, Jaigirdar S, Buckingham L, Cox J, Priestley M, 
Hains A, Saunders A. J Leukoc Biol, January 2026 PMID: 41606787 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/jleuko/qiag015 

Evidence of an allostatic response by intestinal tissues following induction of joint inflammation Moran MM, Li J, 
Shen Q, Drummond SP, Milner CM, Day AJ, Naqib A, Sumner DR, Plaas A. PLoS One, January 2026 PMID: 41576101 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0338053 

Maternal Opioid Use and Subsequent Risk of Allergic Diseases in Children: Emulation of Target Trials Using the 
Korean Nationwide Birth Cohort Kim HJ, Yim Y, Nehs CJ, Park J, Kim S, Papadopoulos NG, Kang J, Yon DK.Allergy, 
January 2026 PMID: 41568403 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70231 

Corrigendum to “The EUFOREA pocket guide on paediatric asthma: A step forward in patient care” Jesenak M, 
Diamant Z, Conti D, Antolin-Amerigo D, Backer V, Bjermer L, Feleszko W, Hellings P, Jauhola O, Khaleva E, Mäkela M, 
Papadopoulos N, Pite H, Pohunek P, Quirce S, Rennerova Z, Scadding G, Thio B, Lau S. Respir Med, January 2026 
PMID: 41622041 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2026.108692 

February 2026 

Immunobiology of the serous cavities Parkinson JE, Allen JE, Jackson-Jones LH. Sci Immunol, February 2026 PMID: 
41650248 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1126/sciimmunol.adr6376 

Glucocorticoids Unleash Immune-dependent Melanoma Control through Inhibition of the GARP/TGFβ 
Axis Earnshaw CH, Dunn P, Chiang SC, Moeini A, Koufaki MA, Bonavita E, Russo M, Nebot-Bral L, Hockenhull K, 
Richardson E, Pidoux A, Bell CR, Baker AR, Reeves R, Sellers R, Sahoo S, Fife V, Roberts MG, Bigirumurame T, Dive C, 

https://doi.org/10.1002/art.43298
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2025.106184
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70213
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xops.2025.100980
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1093/jleuko/qiag015
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0338053
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70231
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2026.108692
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciimmunol.adr6376
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Newton-Bishop J, Nsengimana J, Griffiths CEM, Zelenay S. Cancer Discov, February 2026 PMID: 41086837 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1158/2159-8290.CD-24-1224 
 
Effective communication and public engagement strategies to counter misinformation about infectious 
diseases Cruickshank S, McKee M, Pagel C. Immunol Cell Biol, February 2026 PMID: 41386715 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.70073 
 
CCR2-driven monocyte recruitment is protective against radiotherapy-induced intestinal toxicity Pun N, Cytlak UM, 
Lee D, Domingues RG, Cheadle EJ, Forster D, Whiteley C, Honeychurch J, Williams KJ, Graham GJ, Hepworth MR, 
Travis MA, Illidge TM, Dyer DP. Mucosal Immunol, February 2026 PMID: 41171691 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.10.008 
 
CD200R1 promotes the development of murine γδ17 T cells Linley H, Jaigirdar S, Buckingham L, Cox J, Priestley M, 
Hains A, Saunders A. J Leukoc Biol, February 2026 PMID: 41606787 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/jleuko/qiag015 
 
The EUFOREA pocket guide on paediatric asthma: A step forward in patient care Jesenak M, Diamant Z, Conti D, 
Antolin-Amerigo D, Backer V, Bjermer L, Feleszko W, Hellings P, Jauhola O, Khaleva K, Mäkela M, Papadopoulos N, 
Pite H, Pohunek P, Quirce S, Rennerova Z, Scadding G, Thio B, Lau S. Respir Med, February 2026 PMID: 41506400 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2025.108631 
 
Lung basement membranes are compositionally and structurally altered following resolution of influenza 
infection Brand O, Kirkham S, Jagger C, Ozols M, Purohit K, Zhang Z, Lennon R, Hussell T, Eckersley A. Mucosal 
Immunol, February 2026 PMID: 41232803 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.11.005 
 
EAACI Guidelines on Chronic Rhinosinusitis with Nasal Polyps (CRSwNP) in children and adolescents Jesenak M, 
Agache I, Akdis CA, Al-Ahmad M, Antolin-Amerigo D, Backer V, Bjermer L, Feleszko W, Hellings P, Jauhola O, Khaleva 
K, Mäkela M, Papadopoulos N, Pite H, Pohunek P, Quirce S, Rennerova Z, Scadding G, Thio B, Lau S. Respir Med, 
February 2026 PMID: 41662998 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2025.108631 
 
Lymphocyte alterations and elevated complement signaling are key features of refractory myasthenia gravis Dodd 
KC, Baillie K, Holt JKL, Leite MI, Lin L, West PW, Miller JAL, Spillane J, Viegas S, Zelek WM, Sussman J, Menon M. Med, 
February 2026 PMID: 41653925 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medj.2025.100987 
 
Aspergillus Serology Predicts Survival and Response to Antifungals in Chronic Pulmonary Aspergillosis: A 
Prospective Study Sehgal IS, Singh B, Rawat S, Kumar P, Kaur H, Jha M, Dhooria S, Muthu V, Prasad KT, Aggarwal AN, 
Chakrabarti A, Denning DW, Agarwal R. J Fungi (Basel), February 2026 PMID: 41614635 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/myc.70156  
 

March 2026  
 
Insights from a novel monogenic autoinflammatory disease: overview of a multicentric European cohort of 38 
patients with COPA syndrome David C, Nathan N, Al-Abadi E, Arkwright PD, Bader-Meunier B, Becker S, Belot A, 
Brennan M, Breton S, Bondet V, Cadranel J, Coulomb l’Hermine A, De Almeida S, Duffy D, Poch TC, de Becdelièvre A, 
El Khalifi-Boulisfane S, Gattorno M, Gispert-Saüch M, Gothe F, Hatchuel Y, Herdliczko D, Kilinc AA, Koucky V, 
Labouret G, Manna R, Maillard H, Matoses Ruipérez ML, Matucci-Cerinic C, Mensa-Vilaro A, Michel K, Molina TJ, 
Lopez Montesinos B, Newman WG, Papenkort J, Rapp C, Rames C, Rice GI, Rose MA, Reumaux H, Sailler L, Schwerk 
N, Seabra L, Sellam J, Taddio A, Thumerelle C, Tommasini A, Tusseau M, Volpi S, Wetzke M, Weiss L, Welfringer-
Morin A, Wislez M, Griese M, Crow YJ, Frémond ML. Ann Rheum Dis, March 2026. PMID: 41395910. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ard.2025.09.013 
 

https://doi.org/10.1158/2159-8290.CD-24-1224
https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.70073
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.10.008
https://doi.org/10.1093/jleuko/qiag015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2025.108631
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.11.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rmed.2025.108631
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medj.2025.100987
https://doi.org/10.1111/myc.70156
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ard.2025.09.013


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 
Page 33 

 

Exposures in Indoor Air Affecting Health Hartiala M, Elenius V, Pesquera AA, Androulakis S, Annesi-Maesano I, 
Badyda A, Brandsma S, Chatziprodromidou I, Gajski G, Garcia-Aymerich J, Giorio C, Hugg T, Jaakkola JJK, Koch S, 
Leonards PEG, Matrali A, Melymuk L, Mueller N, Muszyński A, Opbroek J, Paciência I, Pandis SN, Pozdniakova S, 
Rantala AK, Sufuentes SR, Schenk L, Sugeng E, Sunyer-Caldú A, Vantarakis A, Zherebker A, Alfaro-Moreno E, Nizzetto 
PB, Dominguez JF, Karatzas S, Mureddu F, Salonen H, Papadopoulos N, Jartti T; IDEAL Consortium. Allergy, March 
2026. PMID: 41342236. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70179 
 
Longitudinal plasma interleukin-6 and post-stroke cognitive outcomes: The Stroke-IMPaCT study Carmichael NS, 
Deijnen HR, Wong SY, Williams TO, Kontopantelis E, Cowie L, Jones E, Drag L, Buckwalter MS, Grainger JR, Allan SM, 
Smith CJ. Alzheimers Dement, March 2026. PMID: 41804736. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/alz.71261 
 
Acute ischaemic stroke alters the composition and function of circulating B cells Younas M, Deijnen HR, Stephens R, 
Harris A, Williams TO, Tamburrano S, Prise IE, Smith CJ, Allan SM, McCulloch L, Grainger JR, McColl BW. Brain Behav 
Immun, March 2026. PMID: 41453456. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2025.106244 
 
Lymphocyte alterations and elevated complement signaling are key features of refractory myasthenia gravis Dodd 
KC, Baillie K, Holt JKL, Leite MI, Lin L, West PW, Miller JAL, Spillane J, Viegas S, Zelek WM, Sussman J, Menon M. Med, 
March 2026. PMID: 41653925. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medj.2025.100987 
 
IL-4 treatment induces apoptosis of blood monocytes and proliferation of recruited injury-associated 
macrophages to resolve liver injury Lynch RW, Louwe PA, Martens L, Candela ME, Bain CC, Hawley C, Henderson NC, 
Ramachandran P, Bénézech C, Scott CL, Guilliams M, Saeys Y, Forbes SJ, Allen JE, Jenkins SJ. Cell Rep, March 2026. 
PMID: 41865375. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2026.117136 
 
Rheumatoid arthritis : synovial biopsies to select the best treatment? Viatte S. Rev Med Suisse, March 2026. PMID: 
41811738. DOI: https://doi.org/10.53738/REVMED.2026.22.953.48392 
 
Gonococcal outer membrane vesicle vaccines: bacterial population biology, clinical trials, immune profiling, and 
vaccine design Gu Z, Unitt A, Harrison OB, Derrick JP, Jerse AE, McKeand SA, Tang CM. NPJ Vaccines, March 2026. 
PMID: 41786782. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41541-026-01410-2 
 
Identification of novel blood-borne soluble binding partners of factor H-related proteins Tang J, Woerz F, Beyer T, 
Boldt K, Rathi S, Zhao S, Wolfram L, Ueffing M, Clark SJ. Sci Rep, March 2026. PMID: 41866380. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-44779-9 
 
A digital survey to understand the use of advanced materials in the United Kingdom Hall S, Bard D, Bussy C, Van 
Tongeren M. Ann Work Expo Health, March 2026. PMID: 41925194. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/annweh/wxag006 
 
AC electro-osmosis in bacterial communities with fluorescence-based electrophysiology measurements using 
exogeneous fluorophores Carneiro da Cunha Martorelli V, Akabuogu E, Tank R, Krašovec R, Roberts IS, Waigh TA. 
Phys Biol, March 2026. PMID: 41825141. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1088/1478-3975/ae51fd 
 

April 2026 
 
Restoring measles-free status in the UK Griffin S, Cruickshank SM, Robertson DA, Salisbury H. BMJ, April 2026. 
PMID: 41927081. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.s617 
 
ILC3s mediate intestinal immune-epithelial interactions via TGF-β1 activation Coman D, Bassett JW, Coales I, Peña-
Cearra A, Read E, Kromann EH, Brice D, Łukasik Z, Paidassi H, Hepworth MR, Dart RJ, Travis MA, Mjösberg J, Roberts 
LB, Neves JF. Mucosal Immunol, April 2026. PMID: 41317905. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.11.013 

https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70179
https://doi.org/10.1002/alz.71261
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2025.106244
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.medj.2025.100987
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2026.117136
https://doi.org/10.53738/REVMED.2026.22.953.48392
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41541-026-01410-2
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-026-44779-9
https://doi.org/10.1093/annweh/wxag006
https://doi.org/10.1088/1478-3975/ae51fd
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.s617
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2025.11.013
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Editorial: Biologics for airway diseases: from bench to bedside Matthaiou AM, Bizymi N, Visca D, Uller L, 
Papadopoulos NG, Mathioudakis AG. Front Allergy, April 2026. PMID: 42039778. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/falgy.2026.1840104 
 
Lung CD14dimCD16high nonclassical monocytes are associated with systemic inflammation and cardiovascular 
disease risk in COPD Saito T, Fujino N, Konno S, Ono Y, Endo T, Matsumoto S, Yamada M, Okada Y, Hussell T, Sugiura 
H. Am J Respir Cell Mol Biol, April 2026. PMID: 41071180. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1165/rcmb.2025-0119LE 
 
The EAACI-UEMS Knowledge Examination: Certifying Standards in Allergy and Clinical Immunology Across 
Europe Brockow K, Ghiordanescu IM, Tontini C, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Pichler WJ, van Wijk RG, Schmidt-Weber C, 
Demoly P, Del Giacco S, Walusiak-Skorupa J, Chivato T, Amérigo DA, Mülleneisen N. Allergy, April 2026. PMID: 
41549511. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70213 
 
Maternal Opioid Use and Subsequent Risk of Allergic Diseases in Children: Emulation of Target Trials Using the 
Korean Nationwide Birth Cohort Kim HJ, Yim Y, Nehs CJ, Park J, Kim S, Papadopoulos NG, Kang J, Yon DK. Allergy, 
April 2026. PMID: 41568403. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70231 
 
Dual faces of γδ T cells in trypanosomatid infections Lucinda PPD, Sinton MC, Quintana JF, Dutra WO. Trends 
Parasitol, April 2026. PMID: 41833460. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pt.2026.01.013 
 
Heterogeneity of bacterial host-pathogen interactions across biological scales Redondo JA, Purkait N, Paszek P. 
mSystems, April 2026. PMID: 41914736. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1128/msystems.01804-25 
 
Use of a cytochrome P450 humanized mouse model to refine schistosomiasis drug discovery Davey SD, Forde-
Thomas JE, Hulme BJ, Lees K, Costain AH, Evans M, Rinaldi G, Frame L, Stojanovski L, Simeons FRC, Tavendale A, 
MacLeod AK, Pichon R, Lee YH, Polak O, Chalmers IW, Dankwa B, Odhiambo BK, Guimaraes VH, Hegarty M, Swain 
MT, Aubrey W, Caldwell N, MacDonald AS, Gilbert IH, Baragaña B, Read KD, Hoffmann KF. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A, 
April 2026. PMID: 41961851. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2600197123 
 
Inflammatory responses following CRISPR modification of the nuclear localisation sequence in endogenous 
interleukin-1 alpha Hoyle C, Pino RD, Lai SM, Green JP, Adamson A, Coutts G, Lawrence CB, Travis M, Brough D, 
Lopez-Castejon G. Dis Model Mech, April 2026. PMID: 41778754. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1242/dmm.052705 
 

May 2026  
 
Recessive loss of DIAPH1 function causes a progressive neurodevelopmental syndrome with variable 
immunological involvement Galassi Deforie V, Maroofian R, Karagoz I, Godwin A, Al Sheikh E, Gestri G, Zaki MS, 
Woodward BL, Ghorab RM, Alvi JR, Alabdi L, Damseh N, Elshafie RM, Scardamaglia A, Alves C, Shaikh M, Özcan GG, 
Sadek AA, Issa MY, Striano P, Suri M, Murphy D, Ashhab M, de la Fuente RP, Arteche-López A, Hashem MO, 
Abdulwahab F, Aboelanine AH, Alkhawaja IA, Ibrahim S, van der Burg M, Berghuis D, Santen GW, Toosi MB, Alerasool 
M, Eslahi A, Srinivasan VM, Gowda VK, Trollmann R, Vasileiou G, Pauly M, Hashemi-Gorji F, Miryounesi M, Salpietro 
V, Al-Herz W, Carter SP, Briggs TA, Hussell T, Ruuska-Loewald T, Komulainen-Ebrahim J, Uusimaa J, Hautala T, Potluri 
S, Shackley F, Mojarrad M, Chung WK, Wilson SW, Sultan T, Gleeson JG, Marafi D, Alkuraya FS, Stewart GS, Efthymiou 
S, Guille M, Arkwright PD, Houlden H. Genet Med, May 2026. PMID: 41860019. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gim.2026.102551 
 
Soluble bacterial lipopeptides suppress gasdermin D-associated IL-33 release in keratinocytes and atopic 
dermatitis in mice Williams H, Muko R, Wright E, Spiess R, Matsuda H, Tanaka A, Arkwright PD, Pennock JL. Nat 
Commun, May 2026. PMID: 42129169. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-026-72376-x 

https://doi.org/10.3389/falgy.2026.1840104
https://doi.org/10.1165/rcmb.2025-0119LE
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70213
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70231
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pt.2026.01.013
https://doi.org/10.1128/msystems.01804-25
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2600197123
https://doi.org/10.1242/dmm.052705
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gim.2026.102551
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-026-72376-x
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CD163 and Tim-4 identify resident intestinal macrophages that are spatially regulated by TGF-β Jayaraman V, Prise 
IE, Kästele V, Tamburrano S, Wemyss K, Bridgeman HM, Daw RH, Strangward P, Sanderson A, Cruickshank SM, 
Konkel JE, Chew C, Yao C, Anderson CJ, Priller J, McColl B, Munro DAD, Martens L, Scott CL, Guilliams M, Adamson 
AD, Grainger JR, Shaw TN. J Exp Med, May 2026. PMID: 42012484. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20240801 
 
The hyaluronan receptor CD44 drives COVID-19 severity through its regulation of neutrophil migration Hart DJ, 
Uddin MJ, Dodd RJ, Brovero SG, Fleming C, Moreau GB, Natale NR, Naz F, Mann BJ, Sutherland TE, Allen JE, Day AJ, 
Petri WA Jr. PLoS Pathog, May 2026. PMID: 42160404. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1013619 
 
ILC2s ride the Blimp to fly Hepworth MR, Grencis RK. J Exp Med, May 2026. PMID: 41954915. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20260323 
 
Safety and Efficacy of Treatment with Dupilumab for up to 2 Years in Infants and Young Children with Atopic 
Dermatitis Paller AS, Simpson EL, Siegfried EC, Cork MJ, Arkwright PD, Pinter A, Deleuran M, Hong HC, Ma Y, Bansal 
A, Dubost-Brama A, Nguyen TV. Am J Clin Dermatol, May 2026. PMID: 41903092. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s40257-026-01018-1 
 
Emerging mechanisms of ILC2-neuronal crosstalk across the body Posner DA, Hepworth MR. Immunol Cell Biol, May 
2026. PMID: 41905899. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.70110 
 
HLA-DR risk variants in rheumatoid arthritis: what we know and still do not know Yap CF, Viatte S. RMD Open, May 
2026. PMID: 42161413. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1136/rmdopen-2025-006045 
 
T-cell-targeted immunotherapy in neurofibromatosis type 2-related vestibular schwannoma: current evidence and 
future direction Done RJ, Ahmid O, Smith MJ, Evans DG, Pathmanaban ON, Brough D, Couper KN. Brain Commun, 
May 2026. PMID: 42272870. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/braincomms/fcag192 
 
Dupilumab is Effective in Young Children with Atopic Dermatitis Regardless of Type 2 Comorbidities Boguniewicz 
M, Sher LD, Paller AS, Arkwright PD, Yoshihara S, Smith Begolka W, Chen Z, Shah P, Rodríguez Marco A. J Asthma 
Allergy, May 2026. PMID: 42266404. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2147/JAA.S590176 
 
The Economic Value of Reducing Asthma Mortality in 64 Countries, 2000-2022, With Projections up to 2040: A 
Global Modelling Study Oh J, Kim S, Yim Y, Woo S, Hwang Y, Park S, Yeo D, Woo HG, Kim S, Lee H, Kang J, Hwang HS, 
Miligkos M, Papadopoulos NG, Yon DK. Clin Exp Allergy, May 2026. PMID: 42117504. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/cea.70337 
 
Surgical management of metastatic cutaneous Crohn’s disease: a case series from a tertiary centre in the United 
Kingdom Selvakumar D, Leiberman D, O’Connor A, Lyon CC, Brass A, McLaughlin J, Winterton R, Cruickshank SM, 
Hancock L. Tech Coloproctol, May 2026. PMID: 42213167. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10151-026-03313-9 
 

June 2026 
 
DNA methylation-mediated memory of obesity in CD4 T lymphocytes perpetuates immune dysregulation Niven J, 
Kucuk S, Gope A, Certo M, Cassidy FC, Arana Echarri A, Ali S, Ladoukakis E, Vidali S, Macchi C, Amir SS, Bergin R, 
Davies S, Perkin OJ, Smith J, Cucchi D, Heneghan H, Wijesinghe S, Jenkins BJ, Baig S, Mahony C, Chidomere C, Sarkar 
S, Nicolaou A, Caamaño J, Croft A, Davies E, Thompson D, O’Shea D, Jones SW, Duggal NA, Ruscica M, Makarova M, 
Jones N, Da Silva Xavier G, Geberhiwot T, Turner JE, Hogan AE, Nedjai B, Mauro C. EMBO Rep, June 2026. PMID: 
42045443. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s44319-026-00765-w 
 

https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20240801
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1013619
https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20260323
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40257-026-01018-1
https://doi.org/10.1111/imcb.70110
https://doi.org/10.1136/rmdopen-2025-006045
https://doi.org/10.1093/braincomms/fcag192
https://doi.org/10.2147/JAA.S590176
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https://doi.org/10.1007/s10151-026-03313-9
https://doi.org/10.1038/s44319-026-00765-w
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Blood IL-6 is a critical trigger of depressive symptoms in a mouse model for human atopic dermatitis Matsuda K, 
Muko R, Moon C, Shin T, Arkwright PD, Pennock JL, Endo S, Yanai S, Jensen-Jarolim E, Shibuya A, Tominaga M, 
Takamori K, Oikawa MA, Tanaka A, Matsuda H. Transl Psychiatry, June 2026. PMID: 42321187. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41398-026-04211-2 
 
EAACI Guidelines on Environmental Science for Allergy and Asthma-Evidence-Based Recommendations for 
Prevention and Public Health Action to Mitigate the Impact of Pollen Exposure on Respiratory Allergy Cecchi L, 
Annesi-Maesano I, Biagioni B, Chung KF, Clot B, D’Amato G, Damialis A, Del Giacco S, Dominguez-Ortega J, Galán C, 
Gilles S, Holgate S, Jeebhay M, Kazadzis S, Nadeau K, Papadopoulos NG, Quirce S, Sastre J, Traidl-Hoffmann C, 
Tummon F, Walusiak-Skorupa J, Zemelka-Wiacek M, Jutel M, Akdis CA, Agache I. Allergy, June 2026. PMID: 
42359506. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70423 
 
Multimodal spatial omics: From data acquisition to computational integration Isik EB, Usta YH, Riazi M, Liu H, 
Roach W, Zhou H, Nicolaou A, Rattray M, Georgaka S. 
Patterns (N Y), June 2026. PMID: 42453688. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2026.101592 
 
Decoding the Factor H-Related Proteins: Gatekeepers of Complement Dysregulation in AMD Tang J, Zgoda N, Clark 
SJ. Eur J Immunol, June 2026. PMID: 42307030. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/eji.70228 
Heritable single-cell gene expression states shape functional variability in innate immune responses Redondo JA, 
Nguyen TC, Alachkar N, Moran J, Srivastav A, Kochanczyk M, Muldoon M, Roberts I, Krawczyk-Balska A, Singh A, 
Paszek P. bioRxiv, June 2026. PMID: 42367901. DOI: https://doi.org/10.64898/2026.06.17.732820 
 
Disruption of macrophage cell volume drives inflammatory responses and type I interferon signaling Cook JR, 
Gleeson TA, Gago S, Allan SM, Couper KN, Lawrence CB, Brough D, Green JP. J Cell Biol, June 2026. PMID: 42095815. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1083/jcb.202411133 
 
Case Report: Haemopoietic stem cell transplantation in refractory paediatric RAS-associated lymphoproliferative 
disorder Senthil S, Matalliotakis MG, Hughes S, Arkwright PD, Shenoy M, Wynn R. Front Immunol, June 2026. PMID: 
42344933. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2026.1850700 
 
Allergic lung inflammation can be modulated by niacin and drives the development of glycolytic eosinophils Azzoni 
R, Filbey KJ, Krauss MZ, Hepworth MR, Konkel JE, Hessel EM, Kannan Y, Harris NL, Grainger JR. Mucosal Immunol, 
June 2026. PMID: 41912083. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mucimm.2026.03.013 
 
Immunomodulatory effects of synthetic antimicrobial peptides on LPS-induced inflammatory responses in THP-1 
macrophages Akbulut I, Zhang Z, Hussell T, Derrick JP, Lu JR. Front Immunol, June 2026. PMID: 42358966. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2026.1829304 
 
Differential Impacts of Components of Particulate Matter on Epithelial Cell Toxicity and Immune Responses Adams 
G, Wagstaff O, Topping D, Brough D, Lopez-Castejon G, D’Elia R, Cruickshank SM. ACS Omega, June 2026. PMID: 
42395944. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.6c02080 
 
CXCR3 ameliorates neutrophil-dependent disease severity in SARS-CoV-2 infection by regulating CD4(+) T cell 
recruitment Uddin MJ, Fleming C, Natale NR, Hart D, Moreau B, Day A, Allen J, Petri WA Jr. Front Immunol, June 
2026. PMID: 42367761. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2026.1823264 
 
Dupilumab Efficacy in Children With Uncontrolled, Moderate-to-Severe, Type 2 Asthma by Allergen Sensitization 
Level Phipatanakul W, Papadopoulos NG, Hernandez-Trujillo V, Hamelmann E, Zeiger RS, Ducharme FM, Xia C, Gall R, 
Ledanois O, Radwan A, Jacob-Nara JA, Rowe PJ, Deniz Y. J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract, June 2026. PMID: 42314928. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaip.2026.06.012 
 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41398-026-04211-2
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https://doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2026.1823264
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Dandruff Is a Low-Grade Inflammatory Condition Featuring Hyperproliferative Keratinocytes, Interleukin-17-
Producing T Cells, and N-Acyl Ethanolamines Kendall AC, Mohamed K, Linley H, Koszyczarek MM, Chandidzura A, 
Griffiths CEM, Hussell T, Saunders AE, Nicolaou A. Immun Inflamm Dis, June 2026. PMID: 42237451. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/iid3.70467 
 
The importance of meal timing for maintenance of daily rhythms in the gut transcriptome and microbiota Hunter 
FK, Downton P, Luengas-Martinez A, Dickson SH, Cain J, Else KJ, Hepworth MR, Gibbs JE. NPJ Biol Timing Sleep, June 
2026. PMID: 42332254. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s44323-026-00089-x 
 
Human pluripotent stem cell model of multiple epiphyseal dysplasia with MATN3 mutation identifies altered 
matrix organisation and upregulation of the cholesterol biosynthesis pathway Woods S, Bates N, Cain S, 
Humphreys PEA, Mancini FE, Aguero Burgos B, Harley P, Alqahtani RAA, Kamprom W, Mironov A, Adamson A, 
Donaldson IJ, Mortier G, Chandler K, Nicolaou A, Baldock C, Schwartz JM, Kimber SJ. Osteoarthritis Cartilage, June 
2026. PMID: 41651153. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joca.2026.01.633 
 
Investigation of Correlates of Protection Against Gonococcal Infection by Comparative Immunoprofiling of 
Responses in Experimental and Clinical Studies McKeand SA, Bencomo FR, Soc A, Jones RA, Thistlethwaite A, Gu Z, 
Nduati E, Sanders EJ, Jerse AE, Derrick JP, Tang CM. J Infect Dis, June 2026. PMID: 42053374. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiag216 
 

July 2026 
 
Danger fuels immune escape Russo M, Zelenay S. Immunity, July 2026. PMID: 42447847. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.immuni.2026.06.015 
 
Global Prevalence of Sexual Dysfunction in Individuals With Atopic Dermatitis and Asthma: A Systematic Review 
and Meta-Analysis Kim SH, Kim S, Yeo D, Hong S, Lee Y, Jo Y, Cho SH, Yon DK, Papadopoulos NG. Clin Exp Allergy, July 
2026. PMID: 41796075. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/cea.70260 
 
Non-Releasers in the Basophil Activation Test: A Roadmap for the Correct Reporting and Interpretation Ebo DG, 
Bahri R, Eggel A, Hagendorens MH, Knol E, Mertens C, Sabato V, Tontini C, van Houdt M, Elst J. Allergy, July 2026. 
PMID: 41914639. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70326 
 
RNA methylation as a mediator of maternal immune activation effects Hager R. Brain Behav Immun, July 2026. 
PMID: 42419649. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2026.106907 
 
Specific Deletion of Interleukin-1 Beta in Microglia Improves Acute Outcome and Modulates Neurogenesis After 
Ischemic Stroke Grayston A, Baptista M, Wemyss K, Taylor R, Cullen G, Jafree SS, Luka N, Cox JR, Konkel JE, Brough D, 
Allan SM, Pinteaux E. Glia, July 2026. PMID: 42206680. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/glia.70164 
 
PFAS ‘forever’ chemicals and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) are widespread in UK fisheries Castle A, 
Machidon M, Yan C, Hollywood KA, Shiels HA, Shultz S. Sci Total Environ, July 2026. PMID: 42480406. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2026.182035 
 
Maternal immune activation induces sex-dependent metabolic, epigenetic and GABAergic trajectories in the 
hippocampus McEwan F, Santo JD, Kambara C, Tarrat-Castells M, Woods RM, Harte M, Glazier JD, Hager R. Brain 
Behav Immun, July 2026. PMID: 42409184. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bbi.2026.106895 
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Maternal Diabetes and Subsequent Risk of Asthma and Atopic Dermatitis in Offspring: A Binational Birth Cohort 
Study in South Korea and Japan Lee Y, Kim H, Jo H, Lee S, Yeo D, Lee K, Kim TH, Park J, Lee YC, Cho SH, Lee H, Yon 
DK, Papadopoulos NG. Clin Exp Allergy, July 2026. PMID: 42402331. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/cea.70385 
 
Extracellular matrix phenotyping by imaging mass cytometry defines distinct cellular matrix environments 
associated with allergic airway inflammation Parkinson JE, Bryant M, Ghafoor M, Dodd RJ, Tompkins HE, Fergie M, 
Burgess MO, Rattray M, Sutherland TE. Mol Syst Biol, July 2026. PMID: 42477090. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s44320-026-00234-5 
 
Global Variation in Timing of Allergenic Food Introduction for Food Allergy Prevention: An International Survey of 
Healthcare Professionals Leung AS, Tham EH, Yamamoto-Hanada K, Chu DK, Norris M, Levina D, Munblit D, Dahdah 
L, Kase Tanno L, Riggioni C, Navarrete-Rodriguez EM, Levin ME, Trikamjee T, Guo W, Lei CT, Lau CP, Bunyavanich S, 
Papadopoulos NG, Custovic A, West C, Wong GW. Allergy, July 2026. PMID: 42393854. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70435 
 
Caecal Epithelium-Derived Thymic Stromal Lymphopoietin is not Required for Protective Immunity Against 
Whipworm Lynch CP, Thompson S, Pallott EC, Campbell L, Lee SH, Grencis RK. Eur J Immunol, July 2026. PMID: 
42494310. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/eji.70248 

Pure 
Pure automatically pulls through any papers to your research explorer page. However, your papers will not pull 
through to the Lydia Becker Institute Research Explorer page unless the Institute is listed as your main affiliation. If it 
is not your main affiliation in Pure, you will need to manually edit the metadata for each paper and add the Lydia 
Becker Institute as an organisational unit. It is important to have all relevant papers pull through to the Institute 
research explorer so that we can generate metrics on publications for the Institute. Instructions on how to do this 
are below. 

Affiliating your Pure records to your Institute 

If you work as part of one of the University Institutes, you may wish to affiliate relevant records in Pure to that 
Institute. Records you could affiliate could include publications, activities or datasets for example.  

By affiliating records to your Institute, you help to populate your Institute’s page on the Research Explorer portal, 
which gives an overview of all activities in the Institute. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/cea.70385
https://doi.org/10.1038/s44320-026-00234-5
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.70435
https://doi.org/10.1002/eji.70248
https://research.manchester.ac.uk/en/organisations/lydia-becker-institute-of-immunology-and-inflammation-2
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The steps below illustrate how to affiliate a publication record to your Institute, but the same steps apply to any type 
of record in Pure.  

To affiliate a record   

• Open any record in Pure you are named on to edit it.  
• Where you are named on the record, click ‘edit’. 
• Under the section entitled ‘Affiliation on the research 

output’ click the box labelled ‘Lydia Becker Institute of 
Immunology and Inflammation’ 

• Click the ‘update’ button.  
• When the editor window closes, click the ‘save’ button.  

 

 

 

 

LinkedIn 
The Lydia Becker Institute of Immunology and Inflammation 
is now on LinkedIn! 

Whether you are a researcher, a student, or simply 
interested in the future of immunology research, we invite 
you to follow us and join the conversation. 

Connect with us here: Lydia Becker Institute on LinkedIn 

 

Bluesky 
The Becker has joined Bluesky! 

Follow us at @lydiabeckeriii.bsky.social to stay up 
to date with the latest from our researchers.  

 
 

 

https://uk.linkedin.com/company/lydia-becker-institute-of-immunology-and-inflammation
https://bsky.app/profile/lydiabeckeriii.bsky.social


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 
Page 40 

 

YouTube 
The Becker has a dedicated YouTube channel with 53 videos featuring 
introductions to the 11 branches of the Becker by our Branch Leads, case 
studies by Becker affiliated researchers, talks from our events, and media 
appearances by our experts. 

So be sure to visit and subscribe to our channel 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the Lydia Becker Institute please visit our website.  

 

 

End of newsletter 

If you have any comments or Becker related news you would like to feature in future editions, please contact 
Institute Manager Ameur Bayar ameur.bayar@manchester.ac.uk  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzBiyW5WlCyTTSQoyxtxRvw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzBiyW5WlCyTTSQoyxtxRvw
https://sites.manchester.ac.uk/lydia-becker-institute/
mailto:ameur.bayar@manchester.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzBiyW5WlCyTTSQoyxtxRvw
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