Purple Pathways Focus Group 2026
Participant Information Sheet (PIS)

You are being invited to express your interest in taking part in the Purple Pathways Focus Groups. The results of this focus group will help the Access and Success Team to co-create with University of Manchester students to help inform the creation of a new mentoring programme for Year 12 students. Before you decide whether to take part, it is important for you to understand why this focus group is being conducted and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully before deciding whether to take part and discuss it with others if you wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Thank you for taking the time to read this.

About the research
· Who will conduct the focus group?
The focus group will be overseen by Rachael Law (Access, Student Development and Success Officer) and Izaak (Access, Student Development and Success Coordinator). The focus group will be conducted by student partners from the Student Development team. 

· What is the purpose of this focus group? 
Our Access and Participation Plan outlines that the University must aim to increase the number of Black heritage students applying and entering the University, in line with their peers. This is part of our overarching support and aims for this group, including bridging the awarding gap with Success projects like Manchester 10/10 and the Black Leadership Programme. 

The focus group will aim to inform a new mentoring programme being created for Black Heritage Year 12 students to be mentored by Black heritage University of Manchester students, as we believe co-creation should be at the heart of this programme. 

· Who are we looking to take part?
We are looking for the input of Black Heritage students at The University of Manchester, who have some experience of studying in England/UK (at least sixth form/college and university application level. We are looking for students studying undergraduate or postgraduate degrees of all subjects.

· Will the outcomes be published?
No, they will not, however they will be used to influence the pilot of the programme. This means they could be used in documents such as the programme’s Theory of Change, content, etc.

What would your involvement be?
· What would I be asked to do if I took part?
As a participant, you will be asked to attend and participate in an online focus group with other participants who have signed up. The focus group will be carried out on campus on the 3rd of June and will take approximately an hour and half to complete. 

· Will I be compensated for taking part?
Each participant will get a voucher of £25.

· What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. Participation is entirely voluntary, and you are under no obligation to take part. If you do decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and will be asked to complete a form to confirm consent. You are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without detriment to yourself. Should you wish to withdraw, please do not hesitate to contact us using the details below. However, it will not be possible to remove your data from our storage once it has been anonymised as we will not be able to identify your specific data. This does not affect your data protection rights. If you decide not to take part from the start, you do not need to do anything further. 

Please note that, if you consent to participating in the focus group, your voice will be recorded. If you are not comfortable with the recording process, we advise you do not sign up to participate. 

If you decide to participate and, while recording, the experience becomes distressful, you are free to stop. Please let the designated staff member on the day know so they can stop the recording.

Data Protection and Confidentiality
· What information will you collect about me?
In order to participate in this focus group, we will need to collect information that could identify you, called “personal identifiable information”. Specifically, we will need to collect your voice recording, along with other information we hold as part of the programme upkeep, such as:
· Student ID 
· Name 
· Email address 
· Degree programme 
· Faculty 
· School
· Commuter status	Comment by Maria Gallego-Gonzalez: I'd add ethnicity to this list, since you're recruiting them based on ethnicity
· Fee status (home or international student)
· Ethnicity
This information will be collected in the expression of interest form. 

· Under what legal basis are you collecting this information?
We are collecting and storing this personal identifiable information in accordance with UK data protection law which protect your rights. These state that we must have a legal basis (specific reason) for collecting your data. For this focus group, the specific reason is that it is “a public interest task” and “a process necessary for research purposes”.

· What are my rights in relation to the information you will collect about me?
You have a number of rights under data protection law regarding your personal information. For example, you can request a copy of the information we hold about you, including audio recordings. If you would like to know more about your different rights or the way we use your personal information to ensure we follow the law, please consult our Privacy Notice for Research.

· Will my participation in the focus group be confidential and my personal identifiable information be protected?
In accordance with data protection law, The University of Manchester is the Data Controller for this project. This means that we are responsible for making sure your personal information is kept secure, confidential and used only in the way you have been told it will be used. All researchers are trained with this in mind, and your data will be looked after in the following way:
· All personal identifiable information will be pseudonymised and stored securely. 
· Data will be transferred through secure on campus connections or through the University's VPN if off campus. 
· All data will be kept for a minimum of 10 years in line with the University’s Access and Success’ Privacy Notice. This is so that the Access and Success team can conduct long-term evaluation, tracking and research about the Manchester Momentum and other related programmes.

The focus groups will be recorded in Teams and your personal data (voice recordings) will be processed by Microsoft. This may mean that your personal data is transferred to a country outside of the European Economic Area, some of which have not yet been determined by the United Kingdom to have an adequate level of data protection. Appropriate legal mechanisms to ensure these transfers are compliant with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the UK General Data Protection Regulation are in place. The recordings will be removed from the above third party platform and stored on University of Manchester managed file storage as soon as possible following the completion of data collection.
Your voice will be recorded and transcribed our Student Partners, who will be signing a copy of UoM’s Confidentiality Agreement. Any personal identifiable information will be removed in the final transcript and pseudonymised where necessary. Once the transcript is complete, the audio recordings will be deleted.
When you are offered a £25 voucher as compensation, please know that, so that we can provide the voucher, your full name and email address will be shared with our Finance department who will send the voucher to you. Your full name and email address will be securely retained by Finance for a period of up to 7 years for audit purposes only and then destroyed. It will not be used for them for any other purpose.

Disclosures
· If you disclose anything that suggests a serious risk of harm to yourself or others, we may need to share that information in accordance with our safeguarding procedures. If this happens, we will aim to keep you informed and act in a way that prioritises your safety and wellbeing. 
· Individuals from the University, the site where the focus group is taking place, and regulatory authorities may need to review the information for auditing and monitoring purposes or in the event of an incident. This may involve looking at identifiable data. All individuals involved in auditing and monitoring the study will have a strict duty of confidentiality to you as a research participant.

What if I have a complaint?
· Contact details for complaints
· Rachael Law (Student Access, Success and Development Officer) – Rachael.law@manchester.ac.uk 
· Izaak Murray (Student Access, Success and Development Coordinator) – Izaak.murray@manchester.ac.uk
If you wish to contact us about your data protection rights, please email dataprotection@manchester.ac.uk or write to The Information Governance Office, Christie Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, M13 9PL at the University and we will guide you through the process of exercising your rights. 
You also have a right to complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office about complaints relating to your personal identifiable information Tel 0303 123 1113

Contact Details
If you have any queries about the study, please contact Rachael Law (Student Access, Success and Development Officer) – Rachael.law@manchester.ac.uk 
