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PGR Festival Event Guidelines for Applicants - 2026
About the PGR Festival
The PGR Festival is a programme of activities by PGRs, for PGRs, designed to celebrate, connect and support the Postgraduate Researcher community. We invite PGRs to propose and lead events that reflect PGR interests, experiences and creativity, with support from the festival team.

1. What kind of events can be proposed?
We welcome a wide range of PGR‑led events, including but not limited to:
· Social, creative, cultural or wellbeing activities
· Networking, discussion‑based or interactive sessions
· Events aimed at the wider PGR community or specific PGR groups
Event formats may be:
· In‑person, online or hybrid
· Small or medium in scale
Timing
· All events must take place during (or close to) the PGR Festival Week -23rd -27th November 2026 
· There is flexibility around event length, time of day, and weekday or weekend delivery
2. Funding and budget
· Individual/Teams can apply for up to £1,000 in funding
· Funding is flexible and proportionate to the scale of the event
· Funding may be used for items such as: 
· Materials and resources
· Venue or accessibility costs
· Catering 
You will be asked to submit a budget plan outlining projected costs this doesn’t need to be too detailed at this stage. 
Please note:
· Awards are based on estimated costs
· If actual costs are lower, the final award will be reduced accordingly
· If costs exceed the awarded amount, additional funding will not be provided
3. Accessibility and inclusion
We strongly encourage inclusive and accessible events. Proposals do not need to be perfect at the application stage, but should demonstrate:
· Awareness of potential barriers to participation (e.g. timing, cost, format)
· Openness to designing inclusive and welcoming events
The festival team will provide support to help successful applicants deliver accessible events.
4. Project management responsibilities
Successful applicants are expected to take on project management responsibilities for their event. This includes:
· Managing the budget allocated
· Organising and delivering the event
· Ensuring timely processing of any expenses
It is important that applicants understand and are able to commit to these responsibilities.
5. Preparing your application
You will be asked to provide the following information:
i. Event proposal
A short outline including:
· The aims of your event
· How many PGRs you expect to take part
ii. Event activities
· What will happen during the event
· Any interactive or participatory elements
· The format and expected duration
iii. Promotion and engagement
Please outline:
· How you will advertise your event
· How you will encourage PGR engagement and attendance
iv. Budget planning
· A basic budget plan if possible
· Clear and realistic estimates of projected costs
6. How proposals will be selected 
Not all proposals can be accepted. Selection will be based on creating a balanced, inclusive and engaging festival programme.
Proposals will be assessed against:
1. Alignment with the PGR Festival aims – being clearly by and for PGRs
2. Inclusivity and accessibility
3. Engagement and relevance for the PGR community
4. Creativity and originality
5. Feasibility and proportionality within time and budget
6. Contribution to a varied festival programme, across disciplines, formats and the festival week
The festival team may:
· Suggest refinements to proposals
· Encourage collaboration between similar ideas
Successful event leads will receive planning and delivery support from the festival team.
APPLICATION: Applications should be made on the form linked here
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