Presentation of Theses Policy (PGR)
Summary of Changes – March 2026 Update
The Presentation of Theses Policy (PGR) has been updated in March 2026 (following approval at MDCSG and AQSRC). 
The changes are limited in scope and relate primarily to the integration of the PhD by Enterprise route into the standard thesis presentation requirements.
Key Changes
1. Inclusion of PhD by Enterprise in Word Count Regulations
· Section 4.6 has been updated to explicitly include PhD by Enterprise alongside PhD, EngD and MD degrees within the standard 80,000‑word maximum for main text (including footnotes and endnotes).
2. New Requirement for PhD by Enterprise Candidates
· A new subsection (4.7) introduces an additional requirement for PhD by Enterprise submissions: 
· The thesis must include a business plan, typically positioned as the final chapter.
· The business plan must outline the commercial, social, or practical application of the research and demonstrate a credible path to impact.
· This chapter is included within the 80,000‑word limit.
· Candidates are directed to consult their programme handbook for specific structural expectations.
3. No Other Substantive Policy Changes
· Apart from the PhD by Enterprise integration described above, the March 2026 version does not introduce changes to: 
· Formatting requirements
· Required and optional preliminary pages
· COVID‑19 impact statement guidance
· Journal format theses
· Practice‑based submissions
· Access settings or embargo guidance
· Compliance, wording or definitions across other sections
· All other content remains unchanged from the May 2025 edition.
