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weriting in American institutions is flled with rules th match.
knicear how to follow, A working knowledge of these rules, how
important inadwertent mistakes can lead to charges of plagiarism or the
wnacknowledged use of somebody else’s words or ideas. While other cultures may
not ingist so heavily on documenting sources. American institutions do. A charge of
plagrarsm can have severe consequences, including expulsion from a university, This
handour, which does not reflect any official university policy, is designed to help
writers develop strategies for knowing how to avoid accidental plagarizm.

In college courses, we are continually engaged with other people’s ideas: we read
thern in tests, hear them in lecture. ditcuss them in class, and incorporate them into
our own writing. As a result, it is very important that we give credit where it is due.
PPlagsarism is wiing others” ideas and words without dearly acknowledging the source
of that nformation.
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beads some of them to copy other students’ ausignments or at least 1o obtain more
assistance rom their friends than is appropriste. Apart from discrediting the use of
assignments for assessment. the copying of assignments also vitiates the assignments’
educational aims. The typical institutional response is to require that assignments
only form a small part of a student’s assessment. However, such a resporse is
inappropriate because it either results in trivial assignments or in assignments

do not adequately repay students in marks for the effort that they have inves
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ial phrate in this definiton is "as one’s own ™ In all learning at University it is
completely acceptable to use another person's thoughts, writings or inventions to
aid our own learning and understanding. Indeed. this is a primary method of learning,
We all read rextbooks, research papers. manuals and many other documents. and
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