

	
	
	



The University of Manchester
Standard PGR Funding Terms and Conditions 
Who do these terms and conditions apply to
Any postgraduate research (PGR) student in receipt of a scholarship or studentship administered by the University of Manchester.  Some third-party sponsors may have additional terms and conditions.
PGRs funded by UKRI or another third-party
All scholarships funded by a UK Research Council Doctoral Training Grant are also subject to the UKRI training grant terms and conditions, which are available at the UK Research and Innovation website. 
Where a student is sponsored by UKRI funding or another third party, the University will provide the scholarship holder’s personal details to the UKRI or third party (as appropriate), in accordance with Data Protection law, once the student registers on the programme. 
Please see the University’s Privacy Notice for further information about how the University handles personal data in relation to third parties.
Terminology
For the purposes of this document, scholarship and studentship are the same thing and may be used interchangeably.
Accepting an offer of a scholarship
Offers of scholarships must be accepted in writing by the deadline stated in your funding offer letter.
The University has the right to withdraw any offer of scholarship if an applicant does not accept their offer of scholarship by the stated deadline.
Conditional offers 
Academic offer conditions must be met by the deadline stated in your offer letter. 
If an applicant who has been offered a scholarship does not meet the conditions of their academic offer by the stated deadline, the University may withdraw the scholarship with immediate effect.
Scholarship Start Date
Scholarships are awarded for the specific entry point (month and year) stated in your funding offer letter. You must begin your PGR programme no later than the latest registration date associated with that entry point.
Requests to amend the scholarship start date cannot be guaranteed and will be reviewed on a case‑by‑case basis.
If you are unable to register by the latest registration date for the entry point stated in your funding offer, your scholarship offer may be withdrawn.
Awarding of alternative sources of funding 
Additional financial awards granted to a scholarship holder during the programme must be declared by the scholarship holder to the Faculty Doctoral Academy.
In the event that a scholarship holder accepts another scholarship or a substantial equivalent award, as determined by the Faculty Doctoral Academy, at any time during the programme, the scholarship will be terminated.
Payment of Tuition Fees and Stipend (Maintenance Payments)
Any tuition fees included in your scholarship will be paid directly by the University on behalf of the scholarship holder. Any outstanding tuition fee payments are your responsibility.
If your scholarship includes a stipend, payments are paid monthly by the University, in advance, by bank transfer (BACS). The first stipend instalment will not be released until registration has been completed and details of the UK bank account into which the stipend should be paid is entered into the My Manchester web portal. Please note that stipend payments will only be made to a UK bank account.
Subsequent payments will normally be made on the first day of each month. A full schedule of stipend payments for the academic year will be available in My Manchester once payments have been entered into the student system and registration has been completed.
Continuation of the Scholarship
Please note that continuation on the programme and payment by the University of tuition fees and stipend throughout the PGR programme are subject to satisfactory attendance, engagement and academic progression, as set out in the Ordinances and Regulations and the Policy on Recording and Monitoring Student Attendance and Engagement. PGR registration will be withdrawn, and payment of stipend will be terminated at any time, if a scholarship holder is not deemed to be attending, engaging and progressing in accordance with University policy.
Termination of stipend before end of programme
Stipend payments will end if the thesis is submitted early, providing it is submitted within the funded period of the scholarship. If a scholarship holder submits their thesis early (i.e. before the programme end date) they will only continue to receive stipend payments up to the end of the financial quarter in which their thesis is submitted.
Scholarship holders are not eligible to receive stipend payments in the event that they commence full-time paid employment within the funding period of the scholarship (for example, following submission of the thesis but before the viva examination). Student visa holders should consult the Student Immigration Team’s Student Visas: Working during your Studies guidance before undertaking any full-time employment.
Submission pending
The University cannot make any further stipend payments after the end date of the programme. 
No stipend is payable during the Submission Pending period.
Changes to programme
a) [bookmark: _Int_epTER4aD]Scholarship holders are expected to complete their programme in a single continuous period. However, requests for interruption to studies are considered in line with the University’s Code of Practice for PGR Degrees. Payments to scholarship holders would normally be suspended for the period of interruption, except where covered under b) below.
b) [bookmark: _Int_ShNP1sNZ]Payment of the scholarship during periods of maternity, paternity, parental leave, adoption leave or sickness will be determined by the related University policies in the Code of Practice for PGR Degrees.
c) Scholarship holders may apply for a programme extension under the Change of Circumstances Policy for Postgraduate Research Students, but the scholarship will not normally be extended. 
d) The funding level will be adjusted accordingly in the event of a change between full and part-time attendance. PGRs should refer to their specific funder terms and conditions before applying to change their mode of attendance.
e) The Faculty cannot guarantee the continuation of the scholarship in the event that a student requests a change to the supervisory team, their degree or research topic, or the mode of attendance.
f) Scholarship holders who transfer to another institution during the period of the programme will not normally be allowed to transfer their scholarship to the receiving institution.
Scholarship holder withdrawal from the programme
Scholarship holders are required to give at least one month’s notice if they intend to withdraw from the programme, take up full-time, paid employment, or if they wish to transfer to another institution.
If a scholarship holder withdraws from the programme before the end date, they will cease to receive stipend payments with immediate effect from the date of withdrawal.
Additional payments 
Payments from the University for any kind of work (e.g. teaching) which falls outside of their programme, will be made via the University payroll system and will be subject to tax and national insurance deductions.
Recovery of over-payments
Where scholarship holders have been paid more than they are entitled to receive for any reason (e.g. because they have withdrawn from the programme), action will be taken to recover the funds or adjust future payments.
Publication and Acknowledgement of Financial Support
The scholarship holder must acknowledge the support received from funding bodies in any publications or any form of media communication, including media appearances, press releases and conferences. 
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