Bursary / Scholarship: 
This document refers to the following bursary: 
· The Manchester Masters Bursary 
Application Opens Date: Monday 2nd March 2026  
Application Closing Date: Sunday 31st May 2026, 11:59PM 

Frequently Asked Questions
Eligibility 
Can international students apply? No. In order to be eligible for this bursary, you must have been assessed for fee status as a ‘home’ student for both your Undergraduate and Master’s degree course. To find out more about the financial awards available to international students, please visit our designated webpages: Funding for international students at The University of Manchester

Do I have to meet all the eligibility criteria to apply? You must meet all of the essential eligibility criteria, and at least one of the priority criteria to apply. Please note that not all eligible students will be successful in their application. During the application, you will need to provide evidence of the priority criteria that you meet. Students that meet the highest number of priority criteria will be assigned the bursary (dependent upon supporting statement). 

I don’t yet have an offer from UoM, can I apply for this bursary? Yes, you can apply without an offer, but you must have submitted your application and received a UoM student ID number, in order to apply to this bursary. Please note that by the deadline, Sunday 31st May, you must have had an offer from UoM, otherwise your application to the bursary will be withdrawn.  

I am in my second year of my masters degree, am I eligible to apply for this bursary? No, we only accept applications from students who are expected to start their master’s degree in the September following the application deadline. 

My course is 2 years, am I eligible? To be eligible, you must be studying a full-time or part-time course that is a maximum length of 2 years. For a part-time course, the funds will be released over 2 years, for a full-time course, the funds will be released over 1 year. 

Is my course eligible for the Manchester Masters Bursary? To be eligible, you must be studying for studying for an LLM, MA, MEd, MBA, MEnt, MPH, MPhil, MRes, MSc, MSc by Research, MusM. All courses that meet the above are eligible, except:
· postgraduate certificates/diplomas (PGCert, PGDip, PGCE); 
· integrated undergraduate master’s (MChem, MMath); 
· Master of Architecture (MArch); 
· MA Architecture and Urbanism; 
· MSc Physician Associate Studies; 
· doctoral degrees (PhD).
If you are studying one of these courses, you will not be eligible to apply. 

Application Process
How do I apply? Please visit the webpage for the bursary. Please follow the application link provided on the webpage, which will be available from 8AM on Monday 2nd March.  

I haven’t received a confirmation of my application, has it gone through? At the point of pressing submit, you should have seen a confirmation screen to thank you for your application, and you should have received an email to confirm your submission. If you did not see this, your application may not have submitted, and it’s important that you submit another. Only the most recent application will be considered. Due to the volume of applications we receive, we are unable to check that your application has been submitted. 

My circumstances have changed, can you please amend my application? We are unable to amend your application, and therefore you will need to complete a new application. Please note, that your most recent application will be the one that is processed at the time of shortlisting. 

I have applied twice, and I’m worried about which application will be looked at. Will they both be used? No, we will look at the most recent application only and discount the first submission. Please therefore resubmit another application if required. 

Required Documents
What documents will I need for my application? You will need to provide evidence that you meet all of the eligibility requirements, along with any priority criteria that you meet. Please therefore ensure that you have documentation to show this when applying. If you start the application and do not have all of the documentation, you should restart your application when you have everything you need (ahead of the deadline). 

Can I apply without the required evidence? No, you must have the required evidence at the point of submitting your application. The applications close on 31st May, so please ensure that you have collected your evidence and submitted your application before then.  

I don’t know what to put in my supporting statement, what should I say? Your supporting statement should look to answer the following questions:
1. What eligibility criteria do you meet?
2. What has been your key barrier(s) to progression into masters study?
3. What specific costs will the bursary cover?
4. How will the bursary change your ability to study?
5. How will the bursary support your successful completion of your masters degree and further career progression?
We understand that some personal circumstances influencing your application may involve sensitive or potentially distressing experiences. Please only share the information that you feel comfortable disclosing, and only if you believe it will help us to understand your need for the bursary support. Please present this in a way that feels safe and appropriate for you, and try to keep your explanation clear and professionalism. Anything you choose to share will be treated with respect and confidentiality. 
Avoid generic statements without explaining them (e.g. 'the bursary would alleviate financial stress')


Funding and Payments
What does the bursary cover? You will receive a maintenance bursary, which will be paid directly to you, and can be used in whatever way you need to. This could be used for your day to day living costs associated with attending university, or towards your tuition fees. We encourage you to budget and consider the most effective way of spending this money.  

Can I apply for more than one bursary / scholarship at the University of Manchester? Yes. We highly recommend that you apply for all financial support that you are eligible for, as you are not guaranteed to receive this funding until you’ve received confirmation. However, you cannot accept this bursary if you are in receipt of:
· Course funding from an employer 
· Course funding from a public body (e.g. the NHS)
· An undergraduate loan (e.g. an integrated masters)
· Additional funding from the University (not including fee discounts) 
If you are allocated the Manchester Masters Bursary, and already in receipt of one of the above, you must decide which you would prefer to accept and reject the other. If at any point we become aware that you are in receipt of any other funds (as specified above), then we have the right to withdraw this bursary support. 

Would I still be eligible to receive this, alongside the postgraduate loan? Yes, you would still be eligible to receive the postgraduate loan to support you, alongside this bursary.   

Deadline and Outcomes
Am I able to get an extension on the application deadline? Unfortunately, we are unable to provide an application deadline to any students, regardless of the circumstances. This is to ensure that we are able to shortlist, interview and allocate the bursary by the designated dates. We would therefore encourage all students to submit an application by the deadline, even if you feel like you don’t have all the information required. Then, the shortlisting team will be able to decide if your evidence is sufficient. 

When will I know if I am successful? We will confirm the outcome of your application form by no later than 21st July. 

Is there an appeals process for this bursary? There is not an appeals process for these financial awards. All our eligibility and priority criteria is listed on our website, and the process of allocating the bursaries/scholarships is stated clearly. If you have any specific questions about an unsuccessful application, we will try to respond, however we have a huge volume of applications every year and we are unable to provide detailed feedback to all students. 
