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			Hello
Welcome to the February edition of Methods News, the regular newsletter from methods@manchester. Each month we share highlights from our events, training, and activities.

In this issue, we’re pleased to share the full programme for the 2026 Summer School. Alongside a wide range of methodological training, the school offers valuable opportunities to connect with researchers from across the world. 

We encourage you to explore the programme and share it with colleagues and networks who may be interested. 

We’re also delighted to open our call for submissions for the annual Methods Fair, taking place on Wednesday 27 May. The Fair provides an excellent opportunity to gather feedback on your work, engage with peers, and reflect on methodological practice in your research. 

Do let us know if you have a methods-related activity or event that you’d like us to share with other Methods News readers in the March edition.
 
Emma 
Prof. Emma Banister (Director of methods@manchester) 
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			 Methods Fair 2026
The Methods Fair is a free annual one-day event organised in collaboration with Methods North West. It brings together researchers and PGRs from across the region featuring talks, posters, and hands-on workshops.   

This year’s Fair “Methods for Change: Connecting People, Places, and Purpose” will take place on Wednesday, 27 May on the University of Manchester Campus. 

The call for submissions is now live. We invite you to submit a short abstract for a lightning talk or poster. Abstracts to a maximum 200 words should be submitted by Monday, 16 March 2026.  

Visit our website for details of previous Methods Fairs.

		Call for Submissions
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			Summer School 2026
The Methods@Manchester Summer School provides a fantastic opportunity to expand your methods knowledge and research skills, with a range of courses focused on software training, qualitative and quantitative analysis, data collection techniques and much more. 

The School will take place Monday 6 July to Friday 10 July and includes the following courses: 
1. AI Driven Analytics
1. Using NVivo for Qualitative and Mixed-Methods Analysis
1. Digital Methods
1. Qualitative Interviewing: Developing Confidence in Approach and Analysis
1. Longitudinal Data Analysis
1. Introduction to Social Network Analysis
1. Mixed Methods in Social Network Analysis
1. Regression Models Using Bayesian Estimation
 

To meet the team behind the course, and see if it’s the right fit for your research, join one of our online free taster sessions:
1. 26 February: Mixed Methods in Social Network Analysis
1. 5 March: Digital Methods
1. 19 March: Creative Approaches to Qualitative Research
1. 26 March: Qualitative Interviewing: Developing Confidence in Approach and Analysis
1. 23 April: AI Driven Analytics
 
 
We offer reduced rates for doctoral students and those working within the voluntary, charity and community sector as well as competitive bursaries. 

For all the details about the Summer School, click the button below or email us at methods@manchester.ac.uk

		Find out more!












			









			artsmethods@manchester
 
Are you a University of Manchester PGR with an interest in arts and humanities? artsmethods@manchester is an academic programme of talks, workshops, training and events which explore approaches to arts research methods and their dissemination.
All workshops can be booked via the Training Calendar. Upcoming events include:
 
26 February 2026, 11am - 1pm
Using NVivo for Discourse Analysis (C.1.18, Ellen Wilkinson)

2 March 2026, 11am - 1pm
Discourse Analysis (C.1.18, Ellen Wilkinson)

5 March 2026, 11am - 1pm
Refugees Studies Theory (A4, Sam Alex)

9 March 2026, 11am - 1pm
Discourse Analysis and Language (C.1.18, Ellen Wilkinson)
 

		artsmethods Events












			Methods North West









			Methods North West brings together the collective strength, depth, and breadth of methodological expertise across the North West Social Science Doctoral Training Partnership (NWSSDTP) consisting of the Universities of Manchester, Liverpool, Lancaster, Keele, and Lancashire.

		Methods North West website












			









			Lunchtime Sessions
The Methods North West online lunchtime seminar series runs on Thursdays 12-1pm, and features methods-related work and discussion across, and beyond, the partnership.
Contribute to the Lunchtime Seminar Programme
If you are a researcher (including experienced PGRs) who would like to contribute to the lunchtime seminar series, please see our Call for Contributions.

		Methods NW Lunchtime Sessions












			Methods North West partner events









			Literature, Reading and Mental Health: Practice Into Research with Professor Josie Billington and Dr Grace Frame
23 February 2026, University of Liverpool - hybrid
This workshop offers an introduction to innovative research methodologies in relation to one specific art form, literary reading, which emerge from practice and which use arts and humanities-led and creative approaches.

For more information and to reserve a place, please contact Prof Josie Billington









			









			Music and Health: Practice into Research with Dr Jacky Waldock , Dr Joanne Worsley, Georgina Aasgaard and Mandy Burvill 
13 April 2026, University of Liverpool, hybrid
This workshop offers an introduction to innovative research methodologies in relation to one specific art form, music, which emerge from practice and which use arts and humanities-led and creative approaches.

For more information and to reserve a place, please contact Prof Josie Billington









			More Events at Manchester









					L&FIT: Minding the Gaps in Translation
 
The first of the workshops in the Lost & Found in Translation Series took place on Friday 5 February exploring how can translation studies help us navigate the realities of cross-language research.
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Led by Ruth Abou Rached, the workshop asked what is translation? Why is the (lone) early career researcher so often left to work things out for themselves? What happens if there are no previous studies that seem to relate to the project in hand?
Attendees explored these questions and shared in-depth insights into which theoretical and applied approaches within translation studies can help researchers orientate their project and plan their data gathering accordingly.
Follow up events in the series will take place on 9 April and 27 May, ending with the L&FIT Conference on 10 June. 
For more information on the April and May events, contact Ruth.

	









			









			National Centre for Research Methods









			The National Centre for Research Methods delivers training and resources at core and advanced levels, covering quantitative, qualitative, digital, creative, visual, mixed and multimodal methods.
Upcoming online events include:
 
Introduction to QGIS: Understanding and Presenting Spatial Data with Dr Nick Bearman
24th and 25th February
In this online one day course (taught over two mornings) you will learn what GIS is, how it works and how you can use it to create maps.
 
Digital Research Skills for Social Scientists with Dr Stephen Pooley, Dr Sam Mangham, Dr Edward Parkinson and Dr Mehtap Ozbey Arabaci 
3rd to 6th March 
Improve the efficiency and reliability of your research with this introductory course. Learn foundational computational skills including automating tasks using the command line on your computer, tracking changes to your work using version control and building simple programs using the programming language python.

To register for the above courses, and for details of the NCRM full programme of events, please see here.

		Upcoming NCRM Events












			PGR Community Space









			









			Are you ready to share your innovative work?
 
Methods News would love to draw attention to the innovative work that is taking place within our PGR community; providing a regular flexible space for methods-related pieces or profiles. Fill in the form below and we can support you with this

		PGR Community Submission Form
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			If someone has forwarded you this edition of Methods News, please do sign up to receive it directly.
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