CDTS 2026 Annual Forum: Call for Abstracts from PhD Students and ECRs
The Centre for Digital Trust and Society’s 2026 Annual Forum is taking place on July 2, 2026. As part of this year’s Forum, we’re inviting abstract submissions from PhD students and ECRs whose work focuses on digital technologies, trust, and security to showcase the fantastic work being done by scholars at Manchester. While the Forum’s focus this year is on misinformation, disinformation, and online social influence, we welcome any submissions that fit within the CDTS’ wider focus on digital trust and security. 
We’ve inviting submissions of either: 1) a digital poster summarising your current research and next steps, to be displayed on-screen throughout the event, or 2) a short, 3-5 minute lightning talk about your research, presented in person between panels on the day. Abstracts can be submitted via this Microsoft Form up until February 23rd, 2026. 
Digital Posters
Posters will take the form of ‘bite-size’ summaries of your research, designed by the CDTS team and displayed on screens during the conference. Each poster will include:
· Bulleted text summarising your research with a max word count of 250 words including headings. While the exact content is flexible, it would be useful to include information on what your work focuses on, its methods, and the impact/knowledge gained from your results. If you’re still early on in your PhD, I would recommend including a short note about planned/forthcoming work as well.
· A link to any relevant websites, research profiles, or contact details which will be made into a QR code by our team.
· Your name, pronouns, and the title of your research.
· A headshot, if you feel comfortable including one.
Lightning Talks
Lightning talks are short (3-5 minute) oral presentations that summarise your research. A PowerPoint template will be provided for presenters who wish to use slides. While the exact content is flexible, it would be useful for talks to include information on what your work focuses on, its methods, and the impact/knowledge gained from your results. 
Should you have any questions, please reach out to Allysa Czerwinsky (allysa.czerwinsky@manchester.ac.uk). 

