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We warmly invite young filmmakers from around the
world to discover China’s cities through the language
of film—to feel their charm, capture their style, and
experience their vitality. Let your lens become a bridge
between cultures, and your creativity a light for the
future. Looking China is not only about seeing a city—
it is about witnessing the shared dreams and enduring
spirit of humanity.

In 2026, the Looking China Youth Film Project
embraces the theme “City Charm, Modern Style,
Urban Vitality”, inviting young filmmakers from
around the world to explore the vibrant life of
Chinese cities through their lenses. Across China,
cities are evolving at an astonishing pace—where
towering skylines converse with ancient streets, and
tradition harmonizes with trend. This year’s theme
calls upon youth to capture the essence of urban
character, the rhythm of modern innovation, and the
pulse of vitality that defines contemporary China.
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Looking@China
2026

Discover the rhythm of China’s cities — their charm,
their style, their vitality.
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City Charm

City Charm is the soul of a metropolis. It lives in the daily
hum of the streets and echoes through the corridors of
time. Every city carries its own rhythm and temperament
—shaped by a river’s flow, enriched by layers of history,
and sustained by the warmth of its people. The charm of
a city is not only in its architecture but in its cultural
breath, in the harmony between humanity and place.
Through the lens, young filmmakers will find that every
frame whispers a story of belonging, memory, and soul.
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Modern Style

Modern Style is the compass of a city, the language
through which it speaks to the world. It lives in street
trends and breathes in everyday aesthetics. The style of
Chinese cities is not merely about fashion or
consumption—it reflects openness of mind and a spirit
of creation. In the fusion of old and new, in technology-
infused lifestyles, in art and design that push boundaries,
the city becomes a living laboratory of modern identity.
Young filmmakers will discover in these scenes the pulse
of a nation both rooted and forward-looking.
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Urban Vitality

Urban Vitality is the lifeblood of a city. It flows from the
diligence of its people, the momentum of national
progress, and the synergy of regional growth. From
morning subways to night markets, from innovation hubs
to vibrant stages, every corner tells a story of energy and
aspiration. Vitality is the spirit of creation, the fire of
youth, the call of the future. Through their cameras,
young filmmakers will feel the heartbeat of China’s cities
—dynamic, resilient, and full of life.



Deliverables

Participants are expected to complete the following
items at the end of the program:

A 10-minute short documentary about the
culture of your assigned destination, with both
English and Chinese subtitles

A film poster

A brief synopsis of your film

A portrait photo of the filmmaker

10 still images captured from the final film

5 behind-the-scenes photos taken during the
project

What AICCC Provides

e Round-trip transportation from the
participant’s home institution to the host city in
China (economy class)

+ Accommodation in the destination city
(student dormitory)

» A one-day cultural tour to help participants
get to know the local community

» Local volunteers who will serve as both
interpreters and assistant producers

e Basic filming and editing facilities

« Daily living allowance, averaging 100 RMB per
day

« Alocal SIM card for communication during the
program

e A program T-shirt

Eligibility

Contact, Dr Rebecca Yang, yangzhuofan@bnu.edu.cn

First time to China

Capability of shooting, editing and producing
short video individually

Respect Chinese culture
Working proficiency in English
Answering annual theme

Senior students, Alumni in Film Studies or
relevant majors preferred

Candidates with basic shooting and editing
facilities preferred

AICCC, Beijing Normal University
19 Xinjiekou Wai Street, Haidian, Beijing,

China 100875 | +8610 58805680



TESTIMONY

Looking China confined to a fortnight, and resulting in 10-minute documentaries from
script to screen, made by first time visitors to China, is indeed a tall order. The
miracle is that some very good films manage to come out of this high-pressured and
multi-national environment.

Professor Arun Gupta, NID, Ahmedabad, India

Cooperation between the faculty of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade, Serbia, on the Looking
China project has been lasting for a full five years. And it is becoming increasingly
dynamic. We started with two students who joined a group and, today, we are at the head
of a group from Southeast Europe comprising students from six countries. This
cooperation is sincere and open, based on mutual respect and is more than just formal
cooperation. It is now already an expression of friendship and support.

Professor Predrag Velinovic, Faculty of Dramatic Art in Belgrade, Serbia

I used to think of China as a really exotic place that I couldn’t really understand. But
living here for just a short perid of time, I have really seen that there are more similarities
than differences that divide us. Because the people I have met here, the experiences I have
had here, and the challenges I have encountered will bring changes to my life in the
future.

Janeli Pelska, student from Tallinn University, Estonia

My key word is Family. During the five days of filming, Mo Zi is the character of my
film. He and his family have all been so welcoming, and I almost feel like a Chinese,
and my Chinese family like me pretty much. Everyone I’ve met in China has been
completely welcoming and very happy to meet me.

——Steven Taylor, student from Oxford Brookes University, UK



