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NIHR Manchester BRC Core Pump Priming Call (CPPC)
Innovation and Partnerships: Advancing Commercialisation 2026-27
Introduction 
We invite proposals for projects to advance the commercialisation of research that addresses health needs and are aligned to BRC research themes and priorities.  This funding call aims to support existing BRC researchers drive forwards their research towards commercialisation, or support researchers from across our ecosystem to work with the BRC to gain commercial evidence for their technology/interventions. We particularly encourage projects that are close to commercialisation but require pilot data or wider expertise not currently available to them. Successful applications should be able to demonstrate how they are engaging with relevant tech transfer teams for local support, be able to demonstrate a clear pathway for scaling into larger funding or investment opportunities, and if relevant engaged with appropriate clinical teams.
Funding available: Up to £50,000 per project
Scope and Focus Areas
Projects must incorporate at least one of the following:
· Proof of concept: research to gain pilot data to advance proof-of-concept
· Prototype design and/or testing: design and/or testing of prototypes to gain pilot data for future exploitation and commercialisation
· Technology/intervention assessment or piloting: Piloting novel technologies in a new or previously unexplored area
· Market analysis or business readiness evaluation: Researching market competitors and technology use cases, understanding next steps for developing a business to exploit protected IP
· Clinical co-design or collaboration for clinical evaluation: Establishing clinical partnerships for effective input on clinical readiness and effectiveness
· Inclusive Trial Design: Modifying inclusion/exclusion criteria to better represent underrepresented groups, ensuring technology/intervention utility across diverse populations.

Essential Review Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated based on:
· Innovation & Impact: How effectively the project addresses an area of health need in line with BRC research themes and priority areas
· Collaborative Strength of Partnership: Clear roles, clinical teams involved if appropriate, industry involvement if appropriate, and any in-kind contribution to the project e.g. resources, expertise, technology
· Implementation Plan & Feasibility: A well-defined timeline, milestones, and methods for measuring success and impact.
· Pathway to Larger Funding: Demonstrated potential for scaling up and securing additional funding, along with alignment to national/international funding calls.
· Future commercialisation potential: Significant advancement towards commercialisation 

Expected Outputs could include
· IP exploitation plan/Business plan: Developed with relevant technology transfer teams that maps routes to commercialisation and exploitation 
· Application for funding to secure next steps to commercialisation 
· Case Study & Media Piece: Eventual contribute to a published case study demonstrating best practices in translation and commercialisation activities

Applicant Eligibility

Applications from early career researchers are encouraged. We would also welcome applications from nursing, allied health professional, psychologist, pharmacist and healthcare scientist staff groups along with other healthcare professionals. You do not need to have prior links with the BRC however lead applicants are expected to have approached the associated BRC themes and researchers, prior to submission, to ensure effective input for collaboration. We can facilitate this through the enquiry details below. 

Lead Applicant: must hold an appropriate contract with a BRC partner organisation and/or with a Higher Education Institute (HEI) within the Greater Manchester area. This contract must exceed the duration of the proposed project.

Our partner organisations are:
Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust • The Christie NHS Foundation Trust • Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust • Northern Care Alliance NHS Foundation Trust • Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust • Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust • University of Manchester

As a BRC, we endorse and champion Team Research principles. Collaborative, multi-disciplinary, diverse and inclusive teams are expected to be evidenced in applications. As part of NIHR funding guidelines, we are expected to collect monitoring data on our applicants to help inform us on whether underrepresented groups are being reached. This data is voluntary and will be pseudo-anonymised and stored in line with our GDPR procedures. This data will not be used to assess the application. This data will be made available to NIHR on request. 
Award Assessment
· Applications are subject to a review by an appointed scientific review panel. 
· Awards are made based on scientific merit, relevance to our focus areas, feasibility, and potential for commercial exploitation.
· As part of the review process, BRC themes and researchers will be contacted, to confirm they are aware of the project.
· Technology transfer teams must be involved; we will contact relevant technology transfer teams to ensure they are engaged and can support appropriately.  
Technology Transfer Team support and Contacts: Contact your Technology transfer team, University Research Support office and NHS Trust R&I, prior to submission, as appropriate (i.e., if including University/Trust staff costs, cost codes etc). Funding must be spent by 31st March 2027 
The UoM Innovation Factory (UoMIF) supports academics, researchers and post grad students to commercialise their innovations. Contact them if you have an idea for an application to explore IDLS@uominnovationfactory.com
The MFT Innovation Team work in collaboration with UoMIF to supports clinical and MFT staff to commercialise innovations.  Contact them if you have an idea for an application on innovation@mft.nhs.uk
If you are not UoM or MFT employed please contact your local R&I team to explore commercialising your research through your employing organisations, or contact the BRC I&P Team for support.
Funding Call Timeline 
	Project duration - Up to 12 months but funds must be spent by 31st March 2027

	Funding Call Open 
	5th January 2026

	Funding Call Closes 
	9th February 2026

	Panel Review
	w/c  February 23rd 2026

	Award Letters Issued
	w/c March 9th 2026

	Project Start Date 
	Onwards from 1st April 2026

	Project End Date 
	31st March 2027



CPPC will fund direct costs:
· Directly incurred staff costs, in line with the call guidance 
· Materials and consumables – these should be project specific and not general costs
· Equipment/facilities access   
· Equipment purchases (capped at £5,000 per item and must be justified against the duration of      the project)
· Workshops and patient engagement activities
· Other engagement, knowledge exchange, training and culture change activities can also be supported.  

CPPC award will NOT fund:
· Animal Work 
· Bridging Funds (staff between posts)
· Projects with no clear translational agenda (basic science projects) or applied outcomes
· Indirect or estate costs
· Costs of intellectual property protection
· Equipment costs of more than £5000 per item.

Please review the CPPC Terms and Conditions document before applying.
Applications should be submitted to brc-crfpartnerships@mft.nhs.uk.  
For further enquiries please contact:
· Colette Inkson, BRC Innovation and Partnerships Manager: colette.inkson@mft.nhs.uk; 
· Gareth Kitchen, BRC Commercialisation Lead Gareth.kitchen@manchester.ac.uk 
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