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YEAR IN REVIEW
This Yearbook has been designed 
to showcase the urban design 
project work from the MSc 
Urban Design & International 
Planning programme within the 
Manchester Urban Design LAB 
[University of Manchester]. All 
graphics are student’s own work.

The Yearbook is divided into 
project types based on the core 
urban design modules that 
students undertake, covering 
proposals on neighbourhood 
analysis; small city centre design 
interventions; large/medium 
scale masterplans; and research 
focused design dissertation 
projects. The graphics and images 
from each student are only a

small selection of the submitted 
proposals and are intended to be 
for illustrative purposes only.

The projects have been chosen 
by the MUD-Lab teaching team 
here at Manchester to represent 
the most accomplished projects 
and unfortunately due to space 
constraints not all student work is 
able to be included.

All images and graphics that appear in 
this Yearbook are property of University 
of Manchester. Images and graphics 
may not be copied, printed, reproduced 
or otherwise disseminated without 
express written permission by the 
publishers. 
© University of Manchester 2026

A MESSAGE
As this Yearbook would not have 
been possible without the hard 
work of all the students involved, 
the MUD-Lab teaching team 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank each student, regardless 
of inclusion in this document, for 
their energy, enthusiasm, and 
willingness to engage and learn.

This has been a fantastic year 
that culminated in our annual 
showcase event [image opposite] 
- with over 100 attending to 
celebrate the work of the studetns 
this year.  Well done to all on the 
completion of your studies and 
we wish each and every one of 
you success in your future careers!

The MUD-Lab Team.
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THE MUD-Lab
The Manchester Urban Design 
LAB was set up to reinforce a 
studio design-culture; provide 
increased visibility to the urban 
design work happening at the 
University; to act as a resource 
for staff in research and teaching; 
and brand the wealth of resources 
both physical and digital we offer 
all students who choose to come 
and study with us. 

We promote and teach an applied 
studio-based technical approach 
to urban design, using traditional 
design skills across multiple 
scales. We achieve this through 
our dedicated staff and wide 
ranging resources.

RESOURCES
We offer both staff and students 
a range of world-class physical 
and digital resources including 
our design studio, 3D model 
workshop, printer studio, MUD-
Lab Toolkit, Urban Design Live, 
Applied Technical Skills, and a 
growing list of published research 
and work including peer-reviewed 
articles, books, and podcasts.

PROFESSIONAL FOCUS
At MUD-Lab we aim to educate 
students ready for the world of 
professional practice. To achieve 
this we work closely with the 
industry and have relationships 
with a number of major 
design practices in the UK and 
internationally including Pegasus 
Group; Stantec; LDA Design; 
Turley; WYG; Tetra Tech; AECOM; 
Atkins Global; Capita; and OPEN.

MUD-Lab DIRECTOR 
Dr Philip Black

MUD-Lab Manager
Dr Taki Sonbli

MUD-Lab Outreach
Mrs Rachel Kerr

Lecturers 
Dr Rob Richardson
Mr Robert Phillips (Practitioner)
Dr Razieh Zandieh 
Prof. Ian Mell

Workshop Technician
Ms Lara Gerrard

INFORMATION
If you wish to find out more about 
MUD-Lab  please visit: 
www.manchester.ac.uk/mudlab/ 
Or contact MUD-Lab Director 
Dr Philip Black
philip.black@manchester.ac.uk
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URBAN DESIGN
&

INT. PLANNING

MSc UDIP
Launched in September 
2015 our MSc Urban Design 
and International Planning 
programme has gone from 
strength to strength. We accept 
approx. 60 students each year to 
study with us, and have graduated 
more than 500 students to date. 

The MUD-Lab's MSc UDIP at 
University of Manchester is a 1 year 
fully RTPI accredited programme 
that focuses on a specialist 
understanding of the relationship 
between urban design and 
planning and provides students 
with the core competencies and 
knowledge to specialise in the 
discipline of urban design.

The programme centres around 
an applied studio-based 
approach to teaching and 
learning, equipping students 
with the fundamentals of design, 
skills in design development and 
delivery across multiple scales, 
and technical knowledge within 
the core software’s utilised in 
professional practice.

Students get to choose a 
specialist pathway when they 
enter semester 2 of their studies 
- focusing on either a balance of 
urban design and planning, or 
a full urban design experience 
including a design dissertation. 
Each student on MSc UDIP will 
develop their own personal 
design portfolio upon completion 
of the programme.

CORE MODULES	
Urban Design Studio 
International Urban Design 
International Planning Systems 
UDIP Study Tour
Dissertation [Regular OR Design]

OPTIONAL MODULES	
Masterplan Studio
Urban Design Project
Design for Healthy Places
Urban Regeneration
GI and Sustainable Cities
Future Cities
Infrastructure Planning
Urban Design Futures Studio

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR	
Dr Philip Black

109
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UDIP STUDY TOUR +
All MUD-Lab students who enrol 
on the MSc UDIP programme get 
to opportunity to join us on a core 
Study Tour - in the past we have 
visited Barcelona, Berlin, Vienna, 
and Budapest. This module 
sees us explore urban design 
responses within international 
contexts, considering differences 
in development policies and 
planning frameworks. It is also the 
chance to continue developing 
skills regarding culturally sensitive 
and contextually responsive 
urban design approaches. 

The most recent trip to Budapest 
had a particular focus on heritage 
and conservation aspects. We 
were hosted by a wide range of 
local academics and practitioners.

The official European study 
tour is not the only time we 
venture beyond the studio! 
We have regular walking tours 
within Manchester - a living 
laboratory of urban renewal 
and development schemes; 
we have an annual residential 
trip to another major UK city to 
expose students to urban design 
ideas and principles, recent trips 
include Newcastle, Belfast, and 
Edinburgh; and through our 
semester opening ateliers we take 
day trips to consider sites outside 
of Manchester - with Liverpool a 
favoured destination. 

STUDY TOUR CONVENER(S)
Dr Philip Black
Dr Rob Richardson

STUDY TOUR STAFF
Mrs Rachel Kerr
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

1211
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MUD-Lab STUDIO
The MUD-Lab has a 
dedicated studio space 
for urban design  students 
within the Humanities 
Bridgeford Street building 
that provides a consistent 
space to work on projects 
and collaborate with peers. 
Students are encouraged to 
work regularly in the studio 
to engage in critique with 
fellow students. 

The studio space includes a 
full range of equipment to 
assist in design and delivery 
including light boxes, 
drawing boards, technical 
equipment, and a A0+ 
Plotter.

MUD-Lab WORKSHOP
In past years the MUD-Lab has 
worked closely with B.15 Model 
Workshop to allow students to 
engage in physical modelling as 
part of their urban design process. 
As of 2020 however we secured 
funding to design, develop, and 
launch our own Manchester Urban 
Design LAB Model Workshop, 
positioned opposite our existing 
Studio and computer clusters.

The workshop is equipped 
with world-class model making 
machinery and materials 
including a large-format laser 
cutter; 3D printer; spray booth; 
and a wide range of other tools 
and resources.  

Students model within this space 
for site analysis, design option 
development, and final proposal 
testing/showcasing. 

1413
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MUD-Lab TOOLKIT
The MUD-Lab toolkit is a bespoke 
series of hand-outs and videos 
designed to provide University of 
Manchester students with a free to 
use accessible resource to assist 
their urban design software skills 
and develop their techniques 
in a wide range of core urban 
design techniques, approaches, 
and methods. The Toolkit offers 
students outside the classroom 
learning opportunities in how to 
develop urban design analysis, 
ideas, and proposals.

The toolkit includes simple to use 
step-by-step guides through the 
core design software packages, 
including Illustrator, Photoshop, 

InDesign, Sketch-Up, Twin-
Motion, and AutoCAD. It also 
has extensive hand sketching/
drawing and technical drawing 
guidance. This is a unique and 
invaluable resource for students 
and is continually being updated.

To compliment the toolkit 
urban design students are also 
provided with a series of technical 
workshops to develop their 
competencies in the core design 
software. 

In 2026 we will also publish our 
latest book 'The Urban Design 
Toolkit' (Black, Kerr & Sonbli) with 
RIBA Publishing Ltd. 

TOOLKIT AUTHORS
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Philip Black
Mrs Rachel Kerr
Dr Aya Badawy
Ms Lara Gerrard

TOOLKIT SERIES EDITOR
Dr Philip Black

TOOLKIT GRAPHICS EDITOR
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

TOOLKIT CONTENT EDITOR
Mrs Rachel Kerr
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18            URBAN DESIGN APPLIED SKILLS

TECHNICAL SESSIONS
The urban design applied skills 
technical sessions are a year-long 
series of bespoke workshops 
and lectures that take students 
through the various techniques 
of visualising information. The 
workshops are more than simply 
software sessions, with sketching, 
graphical language and technical 
drawing playing a key role also. 
They are directly relevant to the 
materials presented in the urban 
design studio lectures in which 
students learn how to visualise 
what they learned. 

The sessions are split between 
the urban design studio, the 
modelling workshop and the 
dedicated computer clusters. 
Students use the softwares 
provided free by the university 
and have access to a range of 
equipment and tools.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
The urban design team here at 
University of Manchester has 
a full-time Technical Lead to 
assist students through their 
technical requirements. This 
involves the opportunity for 
one-to-one sessions; personal 
mentoring; and an online advice 
and guidance service for general 
trouble-shooting and more 
specific problems encountered.

All studio sessions are supported 
by our Technical Lead and a 
number of qualified studio 
assistants to ensure students 
have year-round support on all 
technical matters.

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli 

TECHNICAL STAFF
Ms Lara Gerrad
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WOODLEY

Zainab BANU
Jinmingzhu CAI
Seamus CAZABONE
Elena LEA
Qing MA
Rithika MATHI
David McGOVERN
Bhushan PARDESHI
Noah SPENCER
Chun Yu Bryan SZE
Abinash TRIPATHY
Evelene VAN ELSBERG
Alfie VESSEY-BARNES
Xinyu WANG
Jiayu ZHANG

DESIGN CODING
This year the MSc UDIP students 
had the opportunity to get 
involved in a real-world project 
working alongside MUD-Lab 
and Stockport MBC. Stockport 
MBC's new central government 
pathfinder funded design code 
for the region was delivered in 
conjunction with MUD-Lab and 
consultants Tibbalds Design, 
Design Yorkshire, and LUCID. 

30 students signed up to this 
voluntary project to analyse 
2 distinct areas of Stockport 
- Woodley & Davenport. The 
resultant analysis and design 
considerations were published 
as stand-alone documents on the 
Stockport MBC policy website - 
as well as directly informing the 
wider design code and being 
showcased as an exemplar for 
how to conduct and communicate 
detailed urban design analysis. 

DAVENPORT

Debbie AKHTAR
Isabella CROASDALE DE LA MAR
Isaac CUNNINGHAM
King-Ho David FAN
Carlotta HALES
Ciyun JIN
Zhiyi LIN
Lesha MAHADESHA
Monty PALEY
Weilu PAN
Shatakshi PATIL
Santoshi RAUT
Yining WANG
Callum WILSON
Zixiong ZHOU

STOCKPORT MBC x MUDLAB Design Code Project 

2019
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WOODLEY DAVENPORT

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

This report identifies a range of development 
opportunities and constraints in Davenport 
based on detailed analysis:

A key strength of Davenport is its strong 
connectivity to Stockport town centre and 
Manchester city centre via rail, bus, and road. 
However, despite this connectivity, the area’s 
busy roads and inadequate pedestrian crossings 
hinder walkability and should be prioritised for 
improvement. The rail station, while a valuable 
asset, currently lacks accessibility features such 
as lifts and would benefit from upgrades.

The A6 corridor linking Davenport to 
Manchester presents a clear opportunity for 
increased development density, as highlighted 
in Stockport’s existing density analysis. 
New developments along this route could 
enhance the corridor through targeted street 
improvements, better pedestrian environments, 
and the addition of cycle infrastructure—
measures that would also support a stronger 
retail and commercial presence.

Davenport’s green character is another notable 
asset, with high-quality public green spaces 
contributing positively to the area’s appeal. The 
large green space in the southwest has been 
identified as a potential area for enhancement 
and sensitive landscape improvements. 
Enhancements such improved safety 
measures could increase both the utility and 
attractiveness of this space.

Based on these opportunities and constraints, 
a set of objectives and actions to guide future 
improvements has been outlined.
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Improve legibility and walkability 
to create memorable journeys 
building on Davenport’s sense of 
place.

Retain and enhance the character 
of Davenport, reflecting the 
strong identity of its history and 
heritage.

Ensure public realm enhancement 
to provide the community with 
high quality, accessible spaces 
and streets.

Enhance and preserve green 
infrastructure and maximise 
access to high quality spaces.

Improve connectivity and 
accessibility to public transport 
and cycling infrastructure, 
connecting Davenport to the 
wider region. 

Improve safety along high traffic 
areas through implementation of 
safe crossing points through 
design and strategic placement.

The design objectives stem from extensive site analysis and are intended to 
shape the character and structure of future development in Davenport. There 
is a huge focus on enhancing walkability, legibility and accessibility to ensure 
pedestrians are prioritised. Another key focus is enhancing and preserving 
the existing green infrastructure in Davenport, with an empahsis on enriching 
the public realm to encourage community well being. Another key focus is 
delivering high quality design and strong public transport connections for a 
permeable and legible network. Through the objectives, the following design 
actions have been set to ensure clear guidelines for a contextually responsive 
design which will meet the needs of the communities in Davenport.
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Ensure new developments are 
sympathetic to the existing heritage 

while meeting requirements of 
increased density.

Opportunity to redevelop the mill 
and retain the active frontage use 
for much needed accommodation.

  

Capitalise on existing areas of lower 
quality development to maximise 
opportunity for increased density 

and quality. 

Improve walkability through wider, 
high-quality pavements and regular 

crossing points to increase safety and 
permeability consistently.

 

Capitalise on the unique character 
of Davenport through high quality 

design and materials that respond to 
the context.

Create a legible network of green 
infrastructure that promotes equitable 

access, ensuring the provision of 
multi-functional green spaces that 

provide a sense of safety and comfort. 

Enhancing pedestrian access to the 
A6 bus corridor and Davenport train 
station  that provide a sense of safety 

and comfort. 

Implement cycling infrastructure in 
areas identified as key active travel 

routes to encourage sustainable 
modes of transport.

Utilise existing green infrastructure to 
blend increased building densities 

into the area.
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
OPPORTUNITIES CONSTRAINTS

Right now, it’s not easy to navigate along the canal or figure out where you are. Simple, human-scale 
interventions should focus on improving this link.
There is significant potential for Woodley to build density around the Precinct and the train station in 
order to amplify the benefits of these key locations.
Further development in these key areas can allow residents to become less car dependent.
Design inspiration from local heritage can be taken from areas with historical and characterful residen-
tial properties.
Enhancing the public realm and the significance of the train station as a key transport node can create 
closer ties to major nearby locations like Stockport and Manchester.
The existing activity of Woodley’s Precinct and Civic Hall could be capitalised on by improving walking 
connections into and around the area to enhance the local centre of Woodley.

Woodley is divided through the centre by large barriers of the railway and canal, with limited crossing points.
Residential areas are characterised by low-rise housing, limiting the opportunity to increase housing density.
Space constraints on certain points of Hyde Road would make it difficult to reallocate road space to other 
forms of travel.
The network of local roads is fragmented, given the abundance of cul-de-sacs in residential areas.
Enhancement possibilities of the Woodley precinct are limited by the dominance of roads and car parking 
surrounding the area.
There is a lack of adequate wayfinding elements guiding pedestrians to Woodley’s significant locations, 
transport hubs and walking trails.
A limited number of heritage landmarks remain with a strong sense of character.

Opportunities: Constraints:

Hyde Road can be a focus for future 
development in Woodley, given its 
prominence and strong connections to 
surrounding settlements.

The peak forest canal path 
should be a focus area of public 
realm improvement, with ties 
to the larger green and blue 
infrastructure network.

Walking along Hyde Road is a 
poor-quality experience with narrow 
pavements and junctions that prioritise 
car access over pedestrian crossings.

Woodley Railway Station lacks urban 
legibility and visual prominence due to poor 
wayfinding, insufficient spatial hierarchy, and 
weak integration with the surrounding public 
realm, resulting in reduced accessibility.

The Woodley Precinct suffers from a lack of 
visual connectivity and permeability from Hyde 
Road, limiting its presence, wayfinding clarity.

Design new developments contextually around 
Woodley’s heritage assets, adhering to massing, 
heights, materials and palletes.  

Prioritise pedestrian-oriented street design, tak-
ing away highway from the car, creating a more 
walkable, human-scaled urban environment.

Apply conservation-led design principles to re-
tain and restore key heritage assets, integrating 
them seamlessly with new development.

Open up the central canal and outward 
connective footpaths to universal accessibility 
standards, activate these routes to encourage 
recreational use and connectivity. 

Develop and activate direct, accessible pedes-
trian and cycle corridors that physically link key 
town centre destinations. 

Establish green corridors and linkages, by 
creating continuous and accessible multi-use 
green spaces. 

Enhance wayfinding systems and public realm 
amenities to support legibility and encourage 
active travel.
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Since 2020 Pegasus Group have 
kindly sponsored the MUD-Lab  
Best Urban Design Project at 
University of Manchester . The 
award this year was assessed 
by James Walch, Senior Design 
Director at Pegasus Manchester.

Pegasus Group is a leading 
national development 
consultancy specialising in 
planning, design, environment, 
economics and heritage. Its 
masterplanning and urban 
design team deliver distinctive, 
integrated, and sustainable 
developments that are based on 
a firm understanding of existing 
movement networks, landscape, 
and the surrounding urban fabric. 

The winning project is resented 
on the following pages.

WINNER 2026
Bhushan Pardeshi

	

Award

2423
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This year the winner of the Pegasus Group Award for Best Urban 
Design Project goes to 
Bhushan Pardeshi

“This design provides an excellent response to the surrounding 
context, putting people and their experience through the site 
at its core. Blocks are designed sensitively to accommodate 
existing community assets as well as the wider urban grain and 
green infrastructure network. The presentation of the boards 
brings this together into a cohesive piece of work with high 
quality visuals to demonstrate the sense of place created.”

Tom Page
Principal Urban Designer, Pegasus Group Manchester

Winner
2026

Upper Brook Street
Manchester 

Bhushan Pardeshi
26
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Award

The prize for Best Dissertation is sponsored by 
Stantec and is awarded by their Manchester-based 
Urban Design team. Stantec is a global leader 
in sustainable engineering, architecture, and 
environmental consulting. They innovate at the 
intersection of community, creativity, and client 
relationships.

Stantec believe community development is key 
to creating places and opportunities in which 
communities can grow. Their team of planners, 
designers, engineers, economists, asset managers, 
programme managers, and environmental 
specialists work together to deliver Community 
Development services across the UK & Ireland. 
They provide a unique blend of technical and 
creative skills, enabling them to think holistically 
across the project lifecycle to deliver places that 
support communities, on every scale.

The winning project is presented on the following 
pages.

WINNER 2026
Daniel Mulhearn
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This year the winner of the Stantec Award for Best 
dissertation goes to Daniel Mulhearn

Dissertation title:
Piloting a Reconfigurable Design Model to Enhance the 
Robustness  and Resilence of Wigan Town Centre .

This dissertation aimed to research how to deliver a 
more adaptable and re-configurable urban design 
scheme to better reflect the dynamic and in-flux nature 
of cities. Wigan town centre was selected to explore how 
robustness and resilience can be enhanced through an 
active design strategy. 

Today, more than at any other time in history, town 
centres are in need of re-vitalisation that promotes 
sustainable, vibrant, and lasting urban development. 

Winner
2026
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This studio based module 
aims to introduce students to 
basic urban design analysis, it 
provides a framework of critical 
urban analysis at multiple scales 
and sets the foundations for 
the formation of urban design 
principles and practice. Students 
are expected to develop design, 
graphical and presentational skills 
to communicate urban design 
analysis and design proposals, as 
well as begin to think critically on 
form, space and process. 

The project involves a detailed 
design assessment of a 
neighbourhood within the Greater 
Manchester region were students 
illustrate a detailed 

understanding of the current 
condition and character of the 
location culminating in thematic 
analysis conclusions and a 
detailed urban design program.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENERS
Dr Philip Black
Mrs Rachel Kerr

TECHNICAL LEAD	
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips

STUDIO ASSISTANTS	
Ms Ana Kashfi Muhamad

WORKSHOP TECHNICIAN	
Ms Lara Gerrard

STUDIO CONTRIBUTORS	
StanTec
Urban Imprint

URBAN DESIGN STUDIO

3231



34Urban Design
 Studio

Project

Student

33
Zainab Banu

Cotton Field Park 
Manchester 

34



Urban Design
 Studio

Project

Student

3635
Daniel Mulhearn

Great Ducie Street
Manchester 



38Urban Design
 Studio

Project

Student

37

Rochdale Road
Manchester 

Alfie Vesey-Barnes
38



Urban Design
 Studio

Project

Student

4039

Upper Brook Street
Manchester 

Hangjun Li



Urban Design
 Studio

Project

Student

4241

Great Ducie Street
Manchester 

Carlotta Hales
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This studio based module aims 
to reinforce, through applied 
practice, the main principles 
of urban design; skills of 
architectural observation and 
description; techniques for 
analysis of urban space; design 
policy and guidance; design and 
access statements; and urban 
design proposals and schemes. 
The project involved the delivery 
of a detailed urban design 
proposal on a city centre site 
(approx. 5 ha.) and a 3D physical 
model.

The unit aims to allow students 
to develop a project-oriented 
approach to urban design; 
apply site analysis techniques to 
support urban design proposals; 
explore urban design principles 

and their relationship 
with practice; design and 
communicate an urban design 
scaled intervention; and develop 
skills of design, presentation, and 
3D physical modelling.

A series of crits throughout the 
year assist students in progressing 
their analysis, ideas and eventual 
designs, and the final project 
must include a technical scaled 
drawing of the design scheme 
at 1:1000 or 1:500 scale and a 3D 
physical model.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Philip Black

LECTURER	
Mr Bob Phillips

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli	

STUDIO ASSISTANT	
Ms Ana Kashfi Muhamad

WORKSHOP TECHNICIAN	
Ms Lara Gerrard

URBAN DESIGN PROJECT

4443



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

4645
Daniel Mulhearn

Great Ducie Street
Manchester 



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

4847

Cotton Field Park 
Manchester

Zainab Banu



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

5049
Elena Lea

Oldham Road
Manchester



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

5251
Alfie Vesey - Barnes

Rochdale Road
Manchester



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

5453
Shatakshi Patil

Rochdale Road
Manchester



Urban Design
 Project

Project

Student

5655
Kurtis Wan

Rochdale Road
Manchester
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This studio based unit aims to 
introduce students to the process 
of masterplanning, providing 
skills in analysis at larger scales; 
design option development and 
testing; working to a brief; and 
detailing a masterplan project 
design at 2D and illustrative 3D
.
The unit aims to provide 
advanced practice in urban 
design; consolidate the work 
on the interface of urban design 
and masterplanning scales; 
develop advanced graphical 
and presentation skills to deliver 
urban design projects; and 
develop a critical approach to 
the urban design process and a 
strong link between the theory 
and the practice of urban design.

The project asks for the delivery 
of a spatial masterplan design 
proposal for a selected 18-25 
hectare site. A series of crits 
assists students throughout the 
year in developing their analysis 
and design. The final submission 
includes a detailed strategic 
framework, design options, a 
technical scaled masterplan, 
2D and 3D visualisations, and a 
considered implementation plan. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENORS	
Dr Philip Black
Mrs Rachel Kerr

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSISTANT
Ms Ana Kashfi Muhamad

UNIT CONTRIBUTORS
Urban Imprint	
Homes England

MASTERPLAN STUDIO

5857



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

6059

Ashton Old Market
Ashton-Under-Lyne

Eve Nightingale



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

6261

Trafford Waterfront 
Trafford

Debbie Akhtar



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

6463

Trafford Waterfront 
Trafford

Bhushan Pardeshi



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

6665
Daniel Mulhearn

Eccles
Manchester



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

6867

Ashton Old Market
Ashton-Under-Lyne

Evelene Van Elsberg



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

7069
Weilu Pan

Eccles
Manchester



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

7271
Isabella Croasdale De 
La Mar

Ashton Old Market
Ashton-Under-Lyner



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

7473
Zainab Banu

Belle Vue
Manchester



Masterplan
 Studio

Project

Student

7675
David McGovern

Belle Vue
Manchester
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Students on this studio-
based project are tasked with 
responding to emerging and 
future urban design challenges. 
Students research their chosen 
topic, which may include climate 
change, equity, accessibility 
and inter-generational living, 
and respond to the identified 
challenges with the delivery of 
a focused and tactically aware 
urban design scheme for their 
site.

Following on directly from the 
Urban Design Studio module, 
students taken their contextual 
analysis and generate a series 
of focused objectives that their 
design must respond to.

The module requires the 
development of skills in design 

option development and testing; 
working to a user-group specific 
brief; and detailing a masterplan 
project design at 2D and 
illustrative 3D

The unit provides the opportunity 
to explore international best 
practice and showcase an 
awareness of urban design 
composition and complexity in 
different contextual settings. 

The final submission includes a 
detailed masterplan framework, 
supported by a series of urban 
design layers and technically 
delivered 2D and 3D graphics to 
support the proposals. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only and is not representative 
of the full submission.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Mrs Rachel Kerr

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Rob Richardson

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSISTANT
Ms Ana Kashfi Muhamad

URBAN DESIGN FUTURES STUDIO
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Urban Design Urban Design
 Futures Studio  Futures Studio

Project Project

Student Student

8079

Upper Brook Street
Manchester

Upper Brook Street
Manchester

Xinyu Wang Xinyao Lyu



Urban Design Urban Design
 Futures Studio  Futures Studio

Project Project

Student Student

8281
Yining Wang Chun Yu Bryan Sze

Upper Brook Street
Manchester

Rochdale Road
Manchester



Urban Design Urban Design
 Futures Studio  Futures Studio

Project Project

Student Student

8483
Jinhong SongQing Ma

Pollard Street
Manchester

Gartside Gardens
Manchester



Urban Design Urban Design
 Futures Studio  Futures Studio

Project Project

Student Student

8685
Zixiang Zhou Sammi Ho

Cotton Field Park
Manchester

Cotton Fields Park
Manchester
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Design dissertations are focused 
design projects based on a 
research-theme. Students 
identify their site and theme 
independently. 

Design dissertations are presented 
across 6 A1 Boards; a 5000 word 
Technical Report; 3D physical 
model of the final proposal; and a 
final design defence presentation 
/ crit. 

This is the culmination of a full 
year-long Master's programme 
and tests the students' ability 
to independently complete 
a full in-depth design project 
to the highest standard. They 
are supported throughout by 
specialist design supervisors 
within a studio setting. 

Each design supervisor brings 
a different skill-set to allow 
students to consult with a 
variety of professionals including 
academics and practitioners. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

DISSERTATION LEAD
Ms Rachel Kerr
Dr Philip Black

DISSERTATION TUTORS
Dr Rob Richardson
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
Mr Robert Phillips

WORKSHOP TECHNICIAN	
Ms Lara Gerrard

DESIGN  DISSERTATIONS

8887



90Regenerating or Diluting?
An urban design led approach 
to the regeneration of social 
housing estates in the UK

This study aims to explore how 
existing social housing estates 
in the UK can be regenerated 
through the principles of quality 
urban design. To provide more 
homes for social rent as well 
as integrating estates into their 
urban landscape, breaking down 
the social and physical barriers 
within the community, whilst not 
diluting their social heritage and 
identity.

To explore this in further detail, 
this study chose a site situated 
in Brighton and Hove, UK. The 
Carlton Hill estate lies in the heart 
of the city centre, built in the 
1960s as part of a programme of 
Victorian slum clearance.

Isabella Croasdale De La Mar
Student: 

9089



92A Model for Making 
Neighborhoods Partially Car
Free and Socially Integrated
Urban Living in Dubai

This research explores how 
Dubai’s urban neighborhood 
can be transformed into 
environments that are partially 
car-free, socially diverse, and 
sustainable for urban living. 
This trend has led to growing 
academic interest in rethinking 
how cities can be designed in 
terms of reducing reliance on cars 
and fostering socially inclusive 
neighborhoods.

Zainab Banu 
Student: 

9291



94Superblock Feasibility In 
Glasgow

The intention of this dissertation 
was twofold: 1) test the 
implementation of superblocks 
in Glasgow as a method of radical 
progressive transition towards 
the 2050 vision, and 2) develop 
a bespoke method of feasibility 
for superblock implementation 
based upon the urban design 
process, and measure its efficacy 
upon conclusion.

David McGovern
Student: 

9493



96Flood Resilience Design 
for Post-Industrial Towns 
in the UK

Climate change has 
fundamentally altered 
the risk profile for urban 
settlements across the 
United Kingdom, with post-
industrial cities bearing a 
disproportionate burden due 
to their legacy infrastructure 
and impermeable urban 
fabric. Digbeth, Birmingham’s 
historic industrial heartland, 
exemplifies this challenge: 
a vibrant creative quarter 
situated within a low-lying 
basin adjacent to the culverted 
River Rea, where 40% of the 
site falls within Flood Zone 
3 and surface water flooding 
poses recurring threats to 
communities and businesses

Bhushan Pardeshi
Student: 

9695



98Evelen Van ElsbergWeilu Pan
Design Dissertation Design Dissertation 

9897



Andres Malaga Sandesh Bharatrao
Design Dissertation Design Dissertation Design Dissertation Urban Design Project

Hangjun Li Daniel Mulhearn
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Andres Malaga Sandesh Bharatrao
Design Dissertation Design Dissertation Urban Design Studio + Project Urban Design Studio + Project

Shatakshi Patil Rithika Mathi



Abinash Tripathy

Alfie Vesey - Barnes

Bhushan Pardeshi

Callum Wilson

Carlotta Hales

Chun Yu Bryan Sze

Ciyun Jin

Daniel Mulhearn

David McGovern

Elena Lea

Eve Nightingale

Evelene Van Elsberg

Hangjun Li

Isaac Cunningham

Isabella Croasdale De 	

      La Mar

Jiayu Zhang

Jinhong Song

Jinmingzhu Cai

Kathryn Coleman

King-Ho Fan

Lesha Mahadesha

Matthew Johnson

Monty Paley

Noah Spencer

Qing Ma

Rithika Mathi

Rodyba Akhtar

Sammi Ho

Santoshi Avinash Raut

Seamus Cazabon

Shakiba Namakkar

Shatakshi Prabhakar Patil

Shenhao Yu

Weilu Pan

Xinyao Lyu

Xinyu Wang

Yining Wang

Yitong Sun

Yongzhi Zhang

Yue Zhang

Zainab Banu

Zhenyu Jiang

Zhiyi Lin

Zhuoyue Li

Zinan Xu

Zixiang Zhou

Class of 2025
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