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Faculty of Humanities Doctoral Academy Induction September 2025: FAQs

How can the Faculty help us to get in touch with PGRs from other fields?
The Doctoral Academy have email listservs for all disciplines/divisions within the Faculty. Should you wish to connect with a particular cohort, we can send a communication out for you or direct you to their PGR Student Representative.

I was wondering if there are any First Gen groups connecting PGRs who are from non-academic backgrounds? 
There is a Staff 1st Gen Network (see here: https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/equality-diversity-inclusion/staff-networks/other-groups/) for those who regard themselves as the first in their family, to attend university. Please contact them for advice if you wish to create a PGR network!

Everybody is talking about networks, but how do we find those? Is there a list somewhere for reading circles or topic discussion groups or the like?
As these groups are community-driven, the Doctoral Academy does not keep a list. There are many ways to reach out and connect with others to establish groups and networks either formally or informally. It is best to start with discussion within your department as PGRs in second and third years will be aware of existing groups. There are also notice boards that PGRs can use. Shared offices and common rooms are great places to build connection with your peers. You can also reach out to your PGR representatives who can advise on how to reach out to other PGRs within the same and outside of the discipline area. PGR representative details can be found in the online handbook. It is also possible to reach out to PGRs across the Faculty through the central mailing list once that a structure of the group/network has been put in place and you can ask the Doctoral Academy to help promote your groups as appropriate. 

Are we going to get offices? 
Information on PGR Study Space for your School can be found in your handbook here: Study spaces

What stage/ year are placements usually taken? 
In Year 2 or 3. For all the details on Placements, please see here: PGR placements and exchanges
For external training opportunities, do we need to get approval to attend these if it is during the working week but not when there is anything timetabled?
If there is no timetable conflict, you can attend external training as appropriate. If the activity lasts less than 48 hours, no formal approval is required but you should discuss it with your supervisory team. For activities that last longer, you should refer to the  online handbook on how to apply for permission to study away. 

Is there some sort of central list of the research groups based across the schools?
Please see Centres and Institutes | Faculty of Humanities | The University of Manchester
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