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But what if we consider 
blending in the context of the 

entire programme? 



MSc Molecular 
Pathology of Cancer

1-year, full-time, 
on campus 
programme

To equip students with the 
knowledge, skills, and 
mindset to drive innovation 
in cancer detection and 
research

Graduates and professionals 
with background in biology, 
medicine, pathology trainees, 
clinical and biomedical 
scientists

Over 70% of 
international 

students



Blending Online and On-Campus Modules
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Online Units

▪ 6-week content + 2 weeks

▪ Videos, podcasts, recorded mini-lectures, presentations

▪ Synchronous sessions – three live tutorials

▪ Asynchronous collaborative activities – discussion boards

▪ Reflective practice 

▪ Flexible assessment



Online Units



The online modules provide greater flexibility…

The time of learning The place of learning The pace of learning

100% 100% 91%

Yes No Not sure



The new format of the programme provides…

Inclusive Learning 
Environment

Positive Impact on Overall 
Learning Experience

Sufficient Overall 
Flexibility

100%91%

Yes No Not sure

64%

9%

27%



Most beneficial aspects of the online units

73%

9%

9%

9%

Flexibility

▪ Flexible learning time

▪ I could learn at my own pace with hours to suit

▪ Really enjoyed the flexibility

Time 
Management ▪ Allows me to manage my time better

▪ I could use more time for learning rather than 
going to campus

Life-Work 
Balance

▪ It helped me with work/life balance

▪ I could balance my studies with other 
commitments

Interactive 
Activities

▪ I enjoyed the interactive activities



Challenges encountered with the new format

20%

30%

20%

Overlap with Other Units

• Overlap with other classroom style units
• Hard to prioritise due to overlap with face-

to-face sessions
• Under pressure when in person units and 

online units overlapped

Lack of Social Interactions

• Loneliness particularly in the first semester. 
I struggled to gain social interactions

• Lack of social interaction with peers made it 
difficult to form close interpersonal 
relationships and networks with classmates 
and foster teamwork and camaraderie

Assessments

• Weekly deadlines /activities to 
adhere to

• Better consideration of 
deadline overlap between 
online and in-person units

20%Engagement

• Difficult to engage, I didn’t 
engage as much 

• Flexibility was a little 
overwhelming and open to 
procrastination

10%Communication

• Difficult to get in touch with 
teachers or get a response 



Improvements suggested by students

Aspect Improvements

Synchronous sessions • Perhaps the tutorial can be made compulsory, which can 
produce some binding force that must be attended

In person sessions • Tutorials should be on campus
• Include guest lectures in-person
• Having a mixture of in-person and online lectures would be 

helpful

Assessments • Better coordination of deadline overlap between online and in-
person units

• Online assessments should be different in each unit

Online learning • Maybe some guidance on online learning and how to best learn 
from online resources provided and how to plan your time with 
each week



Refining Our Blended Approach

▪ Inclusive learning environment 

▪ Flexibility over the time, place and pace of learning 

▪ Positive impact on overall learning experience

▪ Further improvements:

- More opportunities for social interactions

- Better scheduling of assessments

- Better communication

- Support for students who struggle to engage



Flexible Blended Delivery Model
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32% Full-time or part-time 
job or career 
commitments



Navigating Contradictions in Flexible & Blended 
Learning

▪ UKVI attendance monitoring requirements and SEAtS

▪ 20% limit on online component in on-campus programmes

The programme requires adjustments to align with UKVI expectations 
for on-campus study:

Additional on-campus module



Lessons Learned

▪ Innovation is iterative: it requires ongoing refinement based on 
experience, feedback, and evaluation

▪ Student cohorts differ: what works for one year may need adjustment for 
the next

▪ Balance is key: balancing pedagogical ambition with student needs, and 
workload realities

▪ Agility is essential: being flexible and responsive to evolving needs and 
feedback

▪ Institutional alignment matters: it’s not all about academic vision but also 
about alignment with policies, support structures, and compliance



Reflection

▪ While our institution continue to champion flexible and blended 
learning, it also face growing regulatory and operational pressures 
that often pull in the opposite direction 

▪ Educators are increasingly caught in the middle: expected to deliver 
inclusive, student-centred learning while navigating inflexible 
requirements around attendance, presence, and delivery modes

▪ Students, too, face mixed messages. On one hand, they are 
encouraged to engage flexibly; on the other, they are told they must 
attend physically - even when the same learning might be more 
effectively or accessibly delivered online



Where Do We Go From Here?

How can we design blended learning

 that is both inclusive and compliant?
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