The Norman Chester/Politics competitive Doctoral research fund

Purpose
· The fund is designed to make a contribution to the cost of conducting fieldwork (or other research-related expenditure) or to the expenditure associated with presenting a paper at a scholarly conference/workshop.

· The fund cannot be drawn upon to pay for research expenditure or conferences costs in their entirety.

Conditions
· Applications are only eligible from Doctoral students whose fees are up to date.

· Applicants are only permitted from Doctoral students in the Discipline area of Politics (not Philosophy).

· To be eligible for fieldwork funding or other research-related expenditure students must be in the first three years of registration (full time equivalent).

· Applications for a contribution to conference costs are accepted from students registered up to, and including, their fourth year (with the proviso that there exists a reasonable prospect of thesis completion by the end of the fourth year – to be supported by the candidate’s supervisor).

· Each student may apply to the fund once in each year and is eligible for a grant up to three times during the period of their registration.

· No more than three applications are permitted during the course of Doctoral research.
· All applications must be counter signed by a candidate’s supervisor and are dependent on the candidate having made satisfactory progress.
Amount
· Applications will not normally be considered for more than £300.
· In cases where funds are released in advance, receipts must be provided at the conclusion of the award and any under-spend must be returned.
Application procedure
· Please fill out the form below.

· Details of the conference (registration confirmation is possible; otherwise promotional material), and/or a breakdown of the fieldwork to be conducted/research costs to be incurred should also be included.
· Each application will be considered by the graduate team on the basis of merit.  This will normally comprise: the Director of Graduate Studies, the PhD Director, and the MA Director.
· Applicants will be notified around three weeks of submitting their application.  In exceptional circumstances this timeframe can (though will not normally) be compressed.

· All applications should be sent to HUMS DA Funding Team  HUMS.doctoralacademy.funding@manchester.ac.uk 
Enquires about the fund should be directed to the PhD Director in Politics Dr Paul Tobin Paul.Tobin@manchester.ac.uk 
The Norman Chester/Politics postgraduate competitive research grant fund

Name (please underline family name): …………………………………………………………...............

Year of first registration: ……..  Fee status (home/overseas/funded/self-funded): …………….............

Registration status (full or part time): …………………………………………………………………..

Supervisor(s): …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Thesis title and brief description: ………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Purpose of application (include dates and set out how the funds will be spent): ………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Intended outcome of application (i.e. contribution to thesis development, conference paper, scholarly contribution etc): ………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Projected costs: ………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Signature of Candidate: ………………………………………..

Date:……………………

Signature of Supervisor: ………………………………………..

Date:……………………

Is there a realistic prospect that the candidate will have be in a position to submit their thesis no later than the end of the fourth year of registration? (to be completed by a candidate’s supervisor): ………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
