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Editors’ Statement:

This magazine is about inclusion. In the 21  century, the importance of diversity
has been increasingly recognised. However, many communities remain distant
from each other. On campus, one prominent example is the gap between British
and Chinese students. 

st

Although this is a complex phenomenon, the fact is that we need to make a
bigger effort to speak to each other. Manbao is part of this effort. It’s a space to
share thoughts and feelings across communities.

Submissions are about our everyday lives: where we’ve been, what we’ve seen,
what we think - with the hope that the more we share, the more we can come to
understand and celebrate one another. 

So have fun,

The Editors

THIS EDITION’S THEME:

DREAMS AND REALITY 
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The air sets like crystalized honey
Heavy with emotion,
Sediment, from the storm
of last night's fight.
Thick, raw glue
Catching each word
And sound
Breath
Littered with flies,
Far-flung, feeding,
The drenching of danger
With their whispers and clicks.

You come in from the dawn,
Drops of water
Caught like pearls,
Beading your lashes 
To the fleece of your face.
They are cold.
They are salty as prayers,
But my tongue has
Candied in amber
and my eyes see only
Thick gold, your face,
Behind the veil of sun
Like a God.

For Anna’s reading of this poem, please click here 7

https://youtu.be/nB95ox122wI?si=YfzMHz_eMxPnWhqt
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AN INTERVIEW WITH NICKY HARMAN

 
EDITORS’ PROLOGUE: 

Nicky Harman is an award winning
translator, working with the likes of
Jia Pingwa, Yan Ge and Xinran. In
bringing so many incredible stories
to the West, she is a true inspiration.
Recently, her translation of Shen
Yang’s memoir “More Than One
Child”, has been shared across the
editorial team. We cannot
recommend it enough. More
information on Nicky is available
here. 

BACKGROUND IMAGE CREDITS FOR PAGES 13/14: “Giant
Strides” and “Wet Afternoon”, by Ethel Spowers, Te Papa 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=nicky+harman+translated+authors&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB1157GB1157&oq=nicky+harman+translated+authors&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRiPAjIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCDQzMjZqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


https://paper-republic.org/pers/jack-hargreaves/2024-roll-call-of-chinese-literature-in-english-translation/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/jack-hargreaves/2024-roll-call-of-chinese-literature-in-english-translation/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/nicky-harman/interviews-with-chinese-women-writers-2019/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/tang-fei/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/liang-hong/


With a thank you to Nicky for taking the time to answer these questions, and
Sinoist books for making this interview possible.

https://paper-republic.org/pers/liang-hong/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/jack-hargreaves/2024-roll-call-of-chinese-literature-in-english-translation/
https://paper-republic.org/pers/jack-hargreaves/2024-roll-call-of-chinese-literature-in-english-translation/
https://sinoistbooks.com/


EDITORS’ NOTE: 

Sendai is a city in northeastern Japan, famous for its stunning natural landscape. Founded
by the samurai Date Masamune in 1604, Date also funded a Japanese expedition that
successfully sailed across the world to far-flung destinations, such as Mexico and Italy
(where they met the Pope Paul V). 15
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EDITORS’ NOTE (for Western audiences):

In China, Calligraphy has a history that spans thousands of years. As such, the practice of calligraphy has
influenced countless schools of philosophy and art. It continues to be practiced and admired both throughout
China, and across its diaspora communities. 

Above is Joseph’s rendition of Matthew 7:1-2, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use it, it will be measured to you”. 
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A REVIEW OF:
Beijing Sprawl by Xu Zechen
Translated by Eric Abrahamsen and Jeremy
Tiang

It’s beautifully written. The images are
clear. If you close your eyes, you can see
those distant buildings too, and you can
feel its rumbling through your feet. It’s
everything to them. It’s their way out. 

For hours, months, years, they’ll talk about
making it big. It’s essential, because when
that day comes, they’ll be ready. They’ll
know which house to buy, the smell of the
paint, who to marry, the colour of the
plates, etc. 

But what happens? 

You’ll have to read the book. And when
you’ve finished, it’ll stick with you, like it
stuck with me. Because even though
they’re on the other side of the world,
living lives infinitely harder than my own,
I’ve connected more with those guys, and
their stories, than anything I’ve read
before, or since. 

Why? It’s Beijing Sprawl. 
                                       

Liu Ciuxin once wrote that he like
sci-fi because it unites humanity:
when you're faced with aliens, you
haven't got time to squabble. Sci-fi
has a vision. It paints a world where
we forget our differences, band
together and fight those evil blobs.
It's comforting. 

In fact, we don’t have to wait for
aliens to connect with one another,
even if we’re very far away. All we
need is a good book. Exhibit A: Beijing
Sprawl.

It’s a simple story. Some kids move to
Beijing to escape the countryside.
They don’t have the right documents
for legal jobs. So, every night, they
push flyers for a fake ID racket. And
by dawn, they’ve earnt the right to
crawl back to their derelict homes
and go to sleep, hungry. 

You know, if they had any sense,
they’d sleep in the day. But they don’t.
So they go onto the rooftops instead,
and drink beer, sit around, watching
the endless, city skyline.

- Jules Vermeeren
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后头湾, Houtouwan, A small fishing
village on an island south of the Yangtze.
As the island population has gradually
left, it is said to have been reclaimed by
nature. Today, it is a popular tourist
attraction. 

后
头
湾
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