


Right to the Streets
Aims of the session

• Why I/we did this work
• What we did – stats and stories
• So what? –learnings and impact
• Now what?



Enabling Active Lives for All
As a Movement for Movement



Why focus on women and girl’s safety? 



Illustrations and literature review by Gaia Crocella, Daniel Blyth & Ellie Cosgrave at Publica CIC



Taking Whole System Approach



Working together in a place
North Trafford



Drawing on what we’ve learnt about ‘the how’
Designing in our key enablers



Our submission to Home Office Safer Streets Fund



Individual
E.g. Active Bystander training



E.g. Walkabouts and Place Reviews
Individual



Social Environments
E.g. Walking, Wheeling and Cycling



Organisations and partners
E.g. Community Grants



Physical Environment
E.g. Street art – murals and poetry



Policy
E.g. Legislative Theatre



Culture
E.g. #NoPlaceForIt Campaign

Out of home 
billboards. 

Animations 
and digital 

assets.

Social media 
campaign on 

Instagram 
and Snapchat



Resources
Literature review, tools, cards, case studies, 
podcasts 

Feminist design
First steps



Everyone has a role to play to spread and grow...
1. Active bystander training and messages

2. The conversation through social networks

3. Role of trusted people and partners in place

4. Feminist design principles and place-making

5. Women’s voice in policy-making

6. The movement and culture change



Key learnings – what matters in how we work?

1. The questions we ask: take time to articulate the problem and goal.
2. Participation: Each act should grow agency and power.
3. The invite: This is heart-work, art-work and hard work. Take care.
4. Partnership: Invest in collective design, action and learning.
5. Coherence:  Look up, connect and align with other things going on.
6. What we measure: Look for the shared outcomes
7. The ongoing ripples: Tune attention to what flows or doesn’t flow.



Mainstream approach Outcomes RightToTheStreets Shared outcomes

Reactive Prosecute and victimise Preventative Stronger communities

CCTV Fear Street art and events Pride in place, sense of home, wellbeing

Policing Criminalise Community led Social connections and relationships

Cut back greenery Less attractive/biodiverse Resident led growing Green and biodiverse

Floodlights Harsh environments What kind of lighting? Loveable places

Women’s safety work Isolate, exclude, burden Participation Activated streets, spaces and places

GBV = a cultural norm Distrust and victimise GBV is not ok or inevitable Increased awareness and dialogue

Top-down delivery Short term Led by local people Work continues long term

Single actor Singular response Everyone has a role Societal action, learning, growth

Power over Powerlessness Power with and to Agency, trust and community power

Capital programme Ends Approach and partnership Sustained action and ripples

Key learnings – shared shifts



Now what?
Making our streets, spaces & places safe & welcoming for all

Active places
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