Can we still be ‘Human’ in a world with Artificial Intelligence?

Context

In the dominant Western Christian theological discourse, our understanding -
of the world is shaped through a hierarchical framework that places God as g "
superior to humans, and humans as superior to animals.
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Key aspects of human ontology include
intelligence, capacity for reason, leadership,
creativity, experience of pain and love, and
our use of tools. These are seen as

unique to humans.

The emergence of artificial

intelligence (Al) poses a

problem for this

worldview...

Problem

Al exrists outside of this framework as
itis not presentin the biblical
narratives that have contributed

) to/ justified our hierarchical worldview
- and subsequent ontology. The problem
this presents us with can be divided

into two key questions:

Solution - Utilising Al as a Liberative Tool to Challenge Frameworks

As Al exists ‘outside’ of our established frameworks,

it provides the opportunity for a new approach to our worldview and our
ontology. Al cannot exist within our current theological discourse as it
defies our categories;itis not God, nor human, nor animal.

Additionally, Al challenges the parameters of ‘human’ through its possession
of ‘our’ abilities. My research advocates that we recognise the fragility of
how we currentiy understand ‘human,’ promoting a new worldview that
acknowledges Al, alongside an equitable approach to the rest of creation.
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