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INTRODUCTION

Antuco volcano, Chile. Credit: F. Mallea-Lillo, 2023.

DRIFTING IN THE FIELD: AFFECTIVE ENCOUNTERS DURING SCIENTIFIC FIELDWORK

PROJECTIONS OF THE RESEARCH 

1. Sometimes you get lost | 2. You find the way again | 3. Volcanic tracks guide you | 4. Emotions are evoked and shared | 5. Follow the way back

Feeling confused.          Feeling relieved. Feeling it was worthwhile. Feeling that you become with the volcano; 
you are always becoming volcanologist.

Feeling blissful for having pieces of 
the volcano in your hands, mind 
and memory.

References:
(1) Donovan, A. (2018). Sublime encounters: Commodifying the experience of the geos. Geo: Geography and Environment, 5(2), e00067.
(2) Barclay, J. et al. (2015). Social processes and volcanic risk reduction. In The encyclopedia of volcanoes (pp. 1203-1214). Academic Press.
(3) Debord, G. (1958). Theory of the dérive. Internationale Situationniste, 2.
(4) Ramón, R. et al. (2022). La deriva paralela como método en la investigación basada en las artes. Arte, Individuo y Sociedad, 34(3), 935-954.

Acknowledgements to the volcanologists: 
Dr Eduardo Morgado, Universidad Mayor

Dr (c) Francisca Mallea-Lillo, University of Adelaide
Dr Jorge E. Romero, Universidad de O’Higgins

Joselyn Leiva, Universidad Mayor

Inter-
disciplinary
experience

Geological 
fieldwork

Ethnographic
fieldwork

Walking
interviews

Drifting
[dérive]

Drifting3,4 is the action of walking 
and moving through environments 
with a certain purpose, but letting 

ourselves be drawn by the 
attractions of the terrain, guided 
by unpredictability, uncertainty 

and entanglement. 

• Humans connect with volcanoes affectively, a quality shared by inhabitants and volcanologists.1 Usually, attention is paid 
to the knowledge and information gap between communities and scientists2, but there is also an emotion gap, which is 
necessary to explore to imagine new bridges between those who live with volcanoes and those who study volcanic risk. 

• In particular, volcanologists interact with the volcano through the body, tools and long walks that involve a re-encounter 
with familiar spaces and the surprise of discovering new sites and material to study. Emotions are thus embedded in 
scientific questions. How to approach what scientists feel in volcanic places and how someone becomes a volcanologist?

It allows us to engage with and 
capture the emergence of affective 
encounters between humans and 

the volcano.

4 Chilean volcanologists studying the Antuco volcano. 
1 anthropologist studying human-volcano 

relationships.
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Walking and moving during 8 hours
Sketches, voice-recording and photographs

Recognise the emotions evoked by the volcano and volcanic risk in scientists and compare whether they are similar to or 
different from those of local communities living near volcanoes.

Listen to the volcanologists’ 
experience: 

https://youtu.be/3ZoZJ7eHW3A 

https://youtu.be/3ZoZJ7eHW3A

