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Our approach to public engagement at Manchester

Public engagement is how we meaningfully share ideas, 
knowledge and research, inspire discussion, debate and 
creativity, listen to, reflect on and work in partnership with 
diverse communities to address societal challenges. 

Our approach to engagement is underpinned by key principles 
of partnership, collaboration, inclusion and reflection. 

Our engaged research brings public engagement into research 
design, processes and outputs - covering a wide spectrum of 
activities including - festivals, working with schools, citizen 
science, participatory research, patient involvement in 
research, and policy engagement.

Our Public Engagement Framework: 
https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=66939

https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=66939


Why do public engagement with research?

UKRI supports world leading research and innovation to create a more 
prosperous, healthy and sustainable society. Creating opportunities through 
meaningful two-way engagement for people to discuss, create and 
participate in research and innovation is an important way to achieve this: 
it makes research more relevant, impactful and trusted. 

Involving the public in research builds a sense of shared endeavour, 
making it more accessible and useful for everyone. 

Makes sure the benefits of research are shared widely by supporting 
collaboration and valuing diverse forms of knowledge.

Creates opportunities for all by inspiring and engaging the next generation.



And what might be the benefits to you and your research?

UKRI: What's in it for me? The benefits of public engagement for researchers
https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UKRI-16102020-Benefits-of-public-engagement.pdf

https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UKRI-16102020-Benefits-of-public-engagement.pdf


Example: UKRI Place-based research project: 
Ardwick Partnership & Air Quality

The project built on concerns over air quality, raised by 
residents in a previous collaboration between the 
University and S4B housing association. Looked to 
support communities to find inclusive ways of 
addressing and responding to this issue. 

Aims: 
• work with communities to identify strategic 

priorities for air quality

• develop and test ways of working with 
communities to train, offer equipment and 
support them to address air quality in their 
area

• share learning on community engaged 
approaches to addressing poor air quality 
with researchers and policy makers



Example: UKRI Place-based research project: 
Ardwick Partnership & Air Quality

Outcomes
• Training community researchers in the use air quality monitors 

developed a better understanding of what is happening in the 
local area. 

• Additional partnerships with Manchester City Council, S4B, and 
the wider community, to carry out a targeting study of the 
specific barriers to active travel in the ward.

• The University has developed a strong place connection, getting 
to know and build trust with the different partners in the area.

• The learning around how to best work in partnership with 
communities to address poor air quality has informed future 
projects and policy advice including one on how you should work 
with communities, which has since been raised as a question in 
parliament. 

• Making a difference - implementing a green route to address 
pollution and danger spots.

The Ardwick partnership was about being 
purposeful - having both a clear science and 
community need and equitable involvement. 
                                                - Prof Sheena Cruickshank



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALSCall to action… Go Read

Go Watch

Go Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WY9lyyxMam8

https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=43317

https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/bicentenary/festival-open-call/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WY9lyyxMam8
https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=43317
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/bicentenary/festival-open-call/


Get in touch

Social Responsibility Office

engagement@manchester.ac.uk

https://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/public-engagement/

FBMH Social Responsibility & Public & Patient Involvement & 
Engagement 

srbmh@manchester.ac.uk 

https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/bmh/social-responsibility/ppie/

FSE Social Responsibility – Outreach

fse-outreach@manchester.ac.uk

https://tinyurl.com/fseoutreach2324

FHUMS Social Responsibility

Roz.Webster@manchester.ac.uk

https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/humanities/social-
responsibility/contacts/

https://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/public-engagement/
https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/bmh/social-responsibility/ppie/
https://tinyurl.com/fseoutreach2324
https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/humanities/social-responsibility/contacts/
https://www.staffnet.manchester.ac.uk/humanities/social-responsibility/contacts/
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