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We protect and enhance our reputation across external media, digital and social spaces, creating content that resonates with audiences and
makes them feel connected to the University.
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We communicate the impact and excellence of our research to key audiences to demonstrate the benefits of our research to society,
enhancing our reputation as a globally influential university.
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Media Relations at The University of Manchester
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[ ] A p p e a re d i n The University Of Manchester

. 'You can do things in Manchester
6193 pi1eces you can't do elsewhere - that's its
‘tOp tier’ superpower’

The Manchester Evening News sits down with Duncan Ivison, the new
President and Vice Chancellor of The University of Manchester as he shares

cove ra ge his goals for the institution and the city
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The benefits of promoting your research

* |ncrease interest

* |ncrease visibility and
Impact

* Improve citations
 Policymaker attention
* Industry engagement

* |nterest from other
researchers
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The benefits of promoting your research

. “The press release has been picked up by the UK Parliament and it provided the basis for a set of
guestions to the FDCO Select Committee on Disinformation.”

. “The press release has raised the profile of our work and has appeared on social media. The Altmetric
score is currently around 60 and online views around 3000. These figures are well above average for
our discipline.”

. “The key thing is that it is not just public who we engage but other academics and industrialists pay
attention to news on our webpages and through social media, which they might not see if it is just us
sharing our papers.”

. “The paper has been downloaded over 8000 times in two-and-a-half months. In my field, that is
unprecedented and is surely a consequence of public interest generated through media coverage.”
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What we do (and don’t do)

* Publicise research * Award stories

* Promote teaching and * Funding announcements
learning stories * Advertise events

* Arrange interviews e Staff appointments

* Provide ‘expert comment’ * Project updates

* Respond to media enquiries

* Pitch stories and opinion
pieces

 Lead reputational comms
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Faculty Comms
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FBMH
Research story on
hearing loss in UK

Press coverage:
Story covered in 18
top tier outlets

Social
engagements:
LinkedIn - 9505
X -3979

Mirror

Hearing aids are a game-changer for millions (X Image: Getty Irr

'Hearing loss is even more common
than we thought, with 1in 3 people
struggling'

Dr Miriam Stoppard shares research from the universities of Manchester and

Nottingham that shows 18 million people in the UK are affected by hearing loss, which is
6 million more than previously reported

The Unlver5|ty of Manchester

A more holistic definition of hearing loss by The University of Manchester Faculty of
Biology, Medicine and Health and University of Nottingham researchers has
revealed that 18 million people are affected, 6 million higher than previously
reported using a definition from the 1980s.

Professor Kevin J Munro said: "Maintaining the hearing health of adults is a strong
social responsibility. So it is important to acknowledge that millions of people’s
experiences have effectively been dismissed by existing data which means they are
effectively left out of the national conversation”

New analysis reveals 18 million people have hearing loss

& Comment 2 Repost

B E o For you eather 13 iplayer il Sounds

NEWS

Home | InDepth | Israel-Gaza war | War in Ukraine | Climate | UK | World | Business | Politics | Culture

England | Local News | Manchester

Study finds 18m people in the UK
have hearmg loss

I 1

\

The University of Manchester

A more holistic definition of hearing loss by and
researchers has revealed that 18 million people are
affected, 6 million higher than previously reported.

Report co-authored by Professor

* uom Biology, Medicine and Health

"More than a quarter of the UK's population are estimated to have some form
of hearing loss, researchers have found."

Professor of Audiology, @KevinJMunro, shares the latest from @OfficialUoM
and @UniofNottingham.

bbc.co.uk/news/articles/...

3,979
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Dr Sarah Crowther
Research Fellow, University of Manchester
BB @ BREAKFAST
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NEWS Bennu asteroid sample from

Nasa delivers 'teaspoonful of
asteroid' Bennu to UK

Osiris-Rex mission arrives in
Texas

3 INDEPENDENT

Nasa lands Bennu asteroid samples
back on Earth

Osiris-Rex: NASA returns sample from
asteroid Bennu to Earth

NASA’s OSIRIS-REx mission collected asteroid
samples which attracted a lot of media
interest.

“Jessica Marsh was very helpful, liaising with
the NASA media teams to publish a press
release about our involvement with the mission
to coincide with the sample return.

“I did 10-12 different interviews, | don’t think
I’d have known whether | was coming or going
without Jessica organising everything and
telling me who | would be talking to at what
time!l”
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nature . ARTICLES
SUStalﬁablllty https://doi.org/10.1038/541893-021-00718-2

' '.) Check for updates.

Acute riverine microplastic contamination due to
avoidable releases of untreated wastewater

Jamie Woodward @™, Jiawei Li', James Rothwell' and Rachel Hurley ©®'2

Wastewater discharge to rivers is a controversial practice that compromises water quality, aquatic habitats and human health
worldwide. Here we show how untreated wastewater laced with microplastics and raw sewage is routinely discharged into UK
river flows that are too low to disperse the microplastics downstream. These ‘dry weather' spills lead to acute microplastic
contamination of river bed habitats. Many aquatic fauna feed in the benthic zone, the quality of which affects the entire riverine
ecosystem. All microplastic types accumulate to high concentrations on the channel bed until flushed downstream by floods.
These findings pose fundamental questions about the sustainable management of urban wastewater. Treating the wastewa-
ter would shut down the major source of microplastic fragments and microbeads in such rivers and prevent their transport to
the ocean. Riverine microplastic transport is primarily partitioned between: (1) continuous transport at low concentrations of
synthetic fibres from treated wastewater effluent; and (2) episodic flood-driven transport of the full microplastic assemblage
entrained from contaminated channel beds. Focusing only on the buoyant non-flood microplastic load can produce highly unrep-
resentative assessments of riverine microplastic contamination. Climate warming and urban population growth will intensify
the microplastic burden on many river ecosystems as summer baseflows decline and wastewater fluxes increase.

The paper published by Jamie Woodward was the first to link microplastic pollution with

wastewater releases
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Tweets from @UoMNews

4 UoM News & w
Q‘i} @UoMNews - Nov 29

As the #Census2021 data today reveals
that #England and #Wales are among the
least #religious countries in the world, it
seems an appropriate time to revisit
previous research on this subject by
@SocialStatsMan

[y, Staff @SocialStatsMan - Nov 29

Research by the University of
Manchester has highlighted the range ¥

Research Collaborate Discover Connect Q Search

0 sore [ oot I e e

13 May 2021

Water companies are main cause of
microplastic pollution in UK's rivers

New research by experts from The University of Manchester has found that the poor management of
untreated wastewater and raw sewage by water companies is the main source of microplastic pollution

im tha lIWe rivinre

Joe Stafford in Media
Relations rewrote the
story to emphasise the
role of the water
companies, and pitched
this to news
organisations before the
paper was published...



University of Manchester
BB BREAKFAST

@ Your account A Home News Sport Weather iPlayer

BlBlC]
NEWS

Home | Coronavirus | Brexit | UK | World | Business | Politics | Tech | Science | Health | Family & Education

Science & Environment

Wastewater is '‘polluting rivers with
microplastic'

By Victoria Gill
Science correspondent, BEC MNews

BBC Inside Science

Microplastics in UK river beds

© 13 May

SouNnDsS

...which resulted in widespread coverage from BBC News,
The Guardian, Channel 4 News, BBC Inside Science and

guardian

Water firms are main source of
microplastics in UK rivers, study says

Research says discharge of untreated sewage and wastewater




The HOC Envmonmental Audit Committee then wrote a hard h|tt|ng’report %
after- tontactrng Jamie Woodward and meetmg hlm at a research site’ '

(‘

Rt Hon Philip Dunne MP
Chair of Environmental
Audit Committee

X

House of Commons
Environmental Audit Committee

Water quality in rivers

Fourth Report of Session 2021-22

3 -

8th July 2021

_Environmental Audit Committee

River Windrush catchment



18 November @ Environment 12 May 2022
2021 A Agency

...Which found that ‘there may have been widespread
and serious non-compliance with the relevant
regulations’

The Environment Agency and Ofwat then
announced a major criminal investigation into the
activities of the water companies...

The entire investigation is expected to take at least two
years to complete.

Press release

Water companies could face legal
action after investigation launched
into sewage treatment works

Major investigation announced by the Environment Agency
and Ofwat into sewage treatment works

From: Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, Environment Agency, The
Water Services Regulation Authority , and Rebecca Pow MP

Published 18 November 2021

Update on Environment
Agency Investigation

Environment Agency, 12 May 2022 - Ofwat, Water
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Reacting to the news agenda

i i . b Onuch, a professor of Ukrainian politics at the University of Manchester, the
Media relations: Professor Olga Onuch was featured The..

. . . y . v v first in the Anglosphere, beli E t oi just and
heaV”y n The Guardlan S Coverage Of PreS|dent Glldrdldn ‘ur:clsn:!:‘tutrzgr:slg sZttIeme;rfjlantzzaﬁteiz‘l); :csizggsi;al?kl::i]n:t—?ith the
Trump’s plan to end war in Ukraine. On Thursday, she SUPRORLCS (e o Cae Sapoe

3 . “It’s an existential question of the survival of their homeland. This is not a
Contrlbuted tO a homepage Story on the S|te simple thing that tomorrow someone agrees and then it’s done,” she said.

“Ukrainians would not be willing to give up territory and they would
potentially go against the government.

6\ o'gfgn“f': 3 . “And that’s not simply in a future referendum, that is
also in the streets. On top of that, this is a population
that is traumatised and also equipped with arms.

Olga’s research into
Ukraine polling was also PN _

Make this @OfficialUoM press release viral
Cove red by CN N : The “Trump ... echoed Kremilin talking points, by falsely claiming ...

Zelensky's approval rfnting stands at a mere 4%...polling...puts his ‘ “So the potential to destabilise the country further, and
I nde pe n d ent, N ewswee k, approval rating at 63% - making him the most popular politician - . the region, is great if something was seen to be imposed

in the country.” upon them?”
MEN, The Telegraph gl
! ele eg ap 2 y Maria Romanenko, 32, a journalist and activist, said she
M S N an d Othe r P ‘ \ was “feeling let down, anxious am'fl scared” by 'I‘run'1p's
g . . ! < ¢ statements but even more determined to keep arguing
|nternat|0na| med|a . X - that Europe must step up its support.

As welcoming as she has found the UK, the seriousness
of the situation isn’t always fully understood, as was

S he haS used Blues ky : 2 ~ : ) ) - summed up by the barista who told her they found
a - 3 o AN Trump “funny” moments after she had spent the

and X tO d rrve awareness 1 g ’ : afternoon with displaced Ukrainian families, thousands
Of the news Story on the of whom have attended the walking tours she holds to
U n IVe rSlty we bS |te 3 aiing ki Prasitiess VoAt e Tolonsors Mool TG Al s B “It would be funny if you ignore the fact thousands of

. . MWW NCHOSAC SN R PR S s S people are losing lives, losing limbs,” she said.
contributing to over 5,000
visits, one of our most

popular in recent months.

help them integrate into life in Manchester.

Trump is making false claims about Zelensky's popularity, say experts
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Media Training
 Essential media skills —=Broadcast TV and
Radio interview practice

med | afl rst » Storytelling — Bring your research to life
specialists in communication training o Message teSt|ng —_ HOW to grab attentlon

* Thought leadership/profile raising —
Become a trusted subject matter

THE CONVERSATION P Okesp €rson

Writing for the public: why and how Y SOCIaI media —_— HOW to harness SOCia/S
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Want to write for The
Conversation?

THE CONVERSATION

r

Arts + Culture Business + Economy Education Environment Health Politics + Society Science + Tech World Podcasts Insights

Tanzania’s Maasai are being forced off their

ancestral land - the tactics the '
government uses

Hugh Sitton/Getty Images

Tanzania has a long and troubling history of evicting communities from their
lands. This has happened under the guise of expanding protected conservation
areas, which make up over 40% of its territory.

In recent years, the Maasai of the Ngorongoro district — a region renowned for
abundant wildlife and the iconic Ngorongoro Crater — have been the target of
these evictions. They've faced threats to their nomadic lifestyle, centred on cattle
herding.

The government claims the evictions are necessary to protect the environment
from a large Maasai population. Currently, around 100,000 Maasai reside within
the protected area.

The reality, however, is that the right of the Maasai to use that land is being taken
away by the government. The land is then leased to expand lucrative wildlife iversity of A
tourism and elite hunting grounds. Tourism, mostly driven by wildlife, constitutes it
over 17% of the country’s GDP.

The Conversasion UK receives funding from these organisations.

THE CONVERSATION

Writing for the public: why and how

THE CONVERSATION

Until now, COVID vaccines have been available to pregnant women as part of the
twice-yearly booster programme, but this offer is being withdrawn.

The UK’s vaccine body, the Joint Committee for Vaccination and Immunisation
(JCVI), has mmended that from spring 2025, pregnant women will no longer
be eligible for free COVID vaccines. This is a concern for several reasons.

First, there is the direct vaccine benefit of reducing the chance of COVID
infection and the consequences of infection in pregnancy. Pregnant women are at
gher risk of severe COVID infection than women who are not pregnant, which

can be significantly reduced by vaccination.

Severe COVID infection in pregnancy also carries risks for the unborn baby,
including miscarri illbirth. Although the risk with the currently
circulating virus variants is lower, the risk remains to both mother and baby from

1D. The good news is that v: ion not only protects the mother should
she be infected, but also reduces the risk of both very preterm birth and stillbirth
for her baby.

Second, there is the indirect benefit of vaccination in pregnancy in protectir
newborns in those vital early months. Infants do not have fully developed

e Christina Pagel

Disclosurs statement

wickshark is affil
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Get in touch

M
Media.relations@manchester.ac.uk

Any questions?
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