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• Manchester 
International Airport 
– just 30 minutes from 
campus

    
• Only 2 hours to London 

by train

• Peak and Lake Districts 







PGCE Secondary at Manchester

Business and Economics

Mathematics

Humanities*

*This Humanities grouping reflects connections between these 

subjects. It is however important to note that these cohorts are 

taught separately as specialisms, and not as a combined 

Humanities group.
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Business Education

Economics and Business Education

Our course 

website and how to

apply

Mathematics

Mathematics with Economics

Geography

History

All with 

Recommendation for 

QTS

https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/secondary/
https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/secondary/
https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/secondary/


PGCE Secondary at Manchester
Modern Languages

English

Sciences
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French

German

Spanish

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Physics with Mathematics

Engineers teach Physics



Lead Programme Partner Routes

BTH Teaching 
School Alliance

Find out more here.

Loreto School 
Direct Alliance

Find out more here.

Teach
Cheshire

Find out more here.

Teach
Manchester

Find out more here.
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More information on School Direct can be found 

on our website.

We work with a number of secondary 

schools in Greater Manchester to offer 

our trainees the School Direct route into 

teaching.

https://www.bthcc.org.uk/page/?title=Schools+Direct&pid=238
https://www.loretogrammar.co.uk/233/itt-and-school-direct
http://www.teachcheshire.org.uk/
https://www.teach-manchester.org/
https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/school-direct/
https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/school-direct/


Pattern of teaching

Sep: Primary School 

placement
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Late June: 

End of the 

course

June: University-based 

training and transition 

placement

Mid Sep – mid Oct: 

University-based days 

(depending upon subject)

Mid Oct: Placement A

Early Jan: 

University-based 

days

Mid Jan - March: 

Placement B

March: University-

based training

April – May: 

Placement A or B
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PGCE Calendar (entry 2023)
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PGCE Calendar (entry 2023)

120 days in 

school/college

Required to 

complete the 

course



ITAP (Intensive Training and Practice):



Key curriculum themes

• Equality, diversity, inclusion 

• Social justice 

• Environmental education and sustainability 
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Main 

PGCE

Secondary 

blog

EPS Programme

https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/
https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/
https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/
https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/


2-day Alternative Placement in a:

Pupil Referral Unit or 
Special Educational Needs School

"The Alternative Placement has reminded me of the need to consistently 

look out for the needs of all students in my classroom and the 

importance of building relationships"

"It's made me think more about how I get around learned 

helplessness and help develop greater independence in 

students with a special educational need"



Teaching excellence

You’ll be learning from experienced education professionals with a passion for making a 

difference in education and wider society: https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/about/people/pgce-staff/
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https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/about/people/pgce-staff/


Benefit from input from a huge range of 

expertise from our partner schools, wider 

academic staff in the Manchester Institute of 

Education and outside agencies​.
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Student experience

Read more about Yaseen's experience

Read more about Molly's experience

https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/student-spotlights/yaseen-choudhury/
https://www.seed.manchester.ac.uk/education/study/pgce/student-spotlights/molly-reeve/


Employability

“Employment rates are high and compare favourably with the sector 

average. Trainees are successful in gaining employment in different 

types of schools, both within the partnership and further afield. A high 

proportion of trainees become teachers and leaders in schools that are 

in areas of high socio-economic deprivation.”

Ofsted 2018
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Hear from our PGCE Secondary MFL graduate Tony



ITE Partnership Curriculum

“Trainees and schools within the 
partnership benefit from the 

research and development work 
of the Manchester Institute of 

Education. The link with current 
educational research 

significantly enhances the 
quality of the training 

programme.” 

Ofsted 2018​
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• Develop educational skills and knowledge through planning, teaching and critically reflecting together

• Core PGCE and SD trainees can gain up to 60 Master’s level credits which can be used towards further 

postgraduate study​

“The tutors are fantastic and 
extremely supportive, the 
lectures and tutorials are 

interesting, interactive and 
provide you with the 

opportunity to develop the 
practical skills required to 

become a competent teacher.” 

Ex-trainee, now mentor ​

“This programme provides the 
right balance between 

academic rigour and pastoral 
support, and between theory 

and practice.”

Ofsted 2018 ​



End-of-programme trainee evaluations
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96%
rate the overall quality

of the training as
very good or good.

93%
feel very well or well

prepared to understand
the national curriculum.

97%
feel very well or well 

prepared to teach their 
specialist subject.

97%
Feel prepared to use a 

range of teaching 
methods that promote 

pupils' learning
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93%
feel very well or well 

prepared to teach 
across a range of

abilities.

95%
understanding of 

young people with life 
experience and 

perspectives different 
to their own?

96%
feel very well or well

prepared to identify their
own CPD needs.

End-of-programme trainee evaluations



Our Ofsted
Inspection 
(2018)
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Carefully 
drafted training 

programme

High-quality 
mentoring in 

diverse 
placements

High-quality 
teaching

Exceptional 
subject 

expertise

Exceptional 
pastoral 
support

Sought after 
trainees



Applications process

Requirements

• Check you meet the academic requirements.

• Applicants who do not meet the requirements but have four years of 

relevant postgraduate employment or voluntary work may be considered.

Application

• Apply through the DfE website.

• Make sure that the information on qualifications is correct and accurate. If 

you have any reason to believe that information we hold about you is not 

true, complete and accurate, you must tell us. ​
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Your Personal Statement should demonstrate:

• Commitment and enthusiasm for teaching,

• Rationale for applying for your subject,

• Awareness of the role and responsibilities of 

a teacher,

• Relevant experience suggesting suitability 

for the role, 

• and a good standard of written English​.
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Applications process



We may require additional 
information or documents 
from you in order to assist 

our assessment of your 
application.​

If successful, we will 
invite you to an interview 

with us.

All interviews are currently taking 
place online. We will email you 
further information regarding 

the interview format.

1 2 3
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Regularly check
your emails.

We process 
your 

application.

Participate in 
an interview.

After submitting your application



Your offer

• If you receive an offer, you will be able to see this on DfE Apply, 

where you will also need to accept your conditional offer.

• Offers are made up of both academic and non-academic offer 

conditions (Health screening, DBS checks, overseas police checks).

• Formal offer letters are issued automatically. However, there may be 

a slight delay between receiving your offer on DfE Apply and receiving 

your offer letter.
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• Two references from referees who can 

comment on your suitability for teaching​ 

required.

• At least one academic reference, e.g. 

University Tutor, if you are still at 

University, or have graduated in the last 

three years.

• Collected as part of the offer conditions
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References



Application and assessment centre tips
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1

Be clear on 
why you want 
to become a 

teacher.

2

Reference 
work you 
may have 
done with 

young 
people.

3

Consider 
visiting a 

school/college 
to observe 

lessons and 
speak with 
teachers.

4

Brush up on 
your subject 
knowledge.

5

Stay calm 
and relax.



International Applicants- we welcome an 

application from you

If you submit an application, we will be able to verify if your qualifications meet our requirements. 

You will need to include details of all your qualifications in your application to help us to make an 

assessment of your eligibility.

You need to be based around Greater Manchester in order to attend the university sessions and 

placements.

*International student fees

Fees for entry in 2024 are likely to be as follows:

PGCE (full-time)

UK students (per annum): £9,250

International, including EU, students (per annum): £22,000

*International students are eligible for the Department for Education training bursaries paid in 

Physics and Languages. Unfortunately, this is not the case for Maths, English, Science or 

Geography.



International Students

Below you can find the link to:

• The International Society at UoM and the Students Union

• Here are a few introductions to Manchester: the tourism page and Transport for Greater 

Manchester

• Information on the International Relocation Payment can be found 

here: https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/get-an-international-relocation-

payment

• Bursaries are available for international students to study PGCE Physics or Modern Foreign 

Languages: https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/fees-and-funding-for-

non-uk-trainees

• Visa guidance, including guidance on CAS, is available 

here: https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/international/admissions/visa-guidance/

https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/international/why-manchester/multicultural/community-societies/society/
https://manchesterstudentsunion.com/
https://www.visitmanchester.com/things-to-see-and-do
https://tfgm.com/
https://tfgm.com/
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/get-an-international-relocation-payment
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/get-an-international-relocation-payment
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/fees-and-funding-for-non-uk-trainees
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/non-uk-teachers/fees-and-funding-for-non-uk-trainees
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/international/admissions/visa-guidance/


International students:

Once you have accepted an offer from UoM:

• Receive email detailing next steps (specific to those not yet in the UK)

• Receive international guidance pack (videos, FAQs – including guidance on 
academic criteria, English education system, accommodation).

• Apply for overseas police check (OPC) / character reference

• Apply for student visa for UK

• Complete Health questionnaire

• Apply for accommodation

Once in the UK:

• Apply for a bank account to get proof of address

• Apply for DBS to gain safeguarding clearance to work in school



If you have any questions about
your application or offer,

please contact us and
we will be able to help​!

Email: pgce@manchester.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 161 543 4710

+44 161 306 0970

(available for calls from Mo-Fr,
9:30-13:00 GMT)
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Any admissions questions?

mailto:pgce@manchester.ac.uk


The Manchester Offer
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High levels of staffing 
expertise with the 
majority of tutors 
being recognised 

nationally or 
internationally for 

their expertise.

Opportunity to 
investigate an issue 

of interest in the 
enquiry assignment, 

utilising the expertise 
of wider academic 

staff in the building.

Favourable rates 
of employability 
versus the NW 

and UK average.

The Inclusion and 
Aspiration conference 

attended by 200+ 
trainees and ECTs, 

allowing attendance at 
sessions to provide 
personalised CPD 

going forward.

Focus on wider 
wellbeing and 

wider support for 
mental health, 

including 
counselling and 

mindfulness.

Access to an 
experienced 

university tutor 
who is/was a 
teacher in the 

sector.

Microsoft Office 
as a free 

download for all 
PGCE trainees.

A £1,000 bursary 
for Manchester 
undergraduates 
with a first-class 

degree.

Support with travel 
expenses to/from 

placement for 
trainees in subjects 
without a bursary.



PGCE Secondary Blog

Blogs and articles for prospective, current and former trainees, designed 

to keep you informed of events at the University and of the work and 

successes of former trainees. 
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Main PGCE 
Secondary blog

PGCE 
Secondary 

History blog

PGCE 
Secondary 
Geography 

blog

PGCE 
Secondary 

English blog

https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/
https://manchesterpgcesecondary.co.uk/
https://tomdonnailecturerinhistoryeducation.school.blog/
https://tomdonnailecturerinhistoryeducation.school.blog/
https://tomdonnailecturerinhistoryeducation.school.blog/
https://narindermannuom.wordpress.com/
https://narindermannuom.wordpress.com/
https://narindermannuom.wordpress.com/
https://narindermannuom.wordpress.com/
https://educationadvocacyandsausages.wordpress.com/blog/
https://educationadvocacyandsausages.wordpress.com/blog/
https://educationadvocacyandsausages.wordpress.com/blog/


Subject lead contact details:
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Business Education/Economics: Bob Hindle: bob.hindle@manchester.ac.uk

English: Hannah Strickland: hannah.strickland@manchester.ac.uk

History: Tom Donnai: thomas.donnai@manchester.ac.uk

Geography: Narinderpal Mann: Narinder.mann@manchester.ac.uk

Mathematics: Sian Morgan: sian.morgan@manchester.ac.uk

Modern Languages: Joanne Taberner: joanne.taberner@manchester.ac.uk

Science: Rob Buck: robert.buck@manchester.ac.uk

PGCE Programme Director: Rosa Archer: rosa.archer@manchester.ac.uk

mailto:bob.hindle@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:hannah.strickland@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:thomas.donnai@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:sian.morgan@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:robert.buck@manchester.ac.uk


Any questions?
Further information and queries: PGCE@Manchester.ac.uk
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