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‘Spirit of Manchester’ award win for the Whitworth’s Still Parents project 
 

• Manchester award win for Whitworth original project, Still Parents: Life After Baby Loss 
which saw 200,000 people visit the exhibition during its time on at the gallery. 

• This month, October marks Baby Loss Awareness Month and the Whitworth are 
continuing their work to support anyone affected by baby loss with free workshops 

• In 2024 a new programme will start to continue the work the gallery does providing care 
for those affected by baby loss.  

 
 

 
 
We are thrilled to announce that a Whitworth’s original project, Still Parents: Life After Baby 
Loss, has been awarded the Creative Community award in this year’s Spirit of Manchester 
awards. 
 
The Still Parents: Life After Baby Loss exhibition was on display between September 2021 
and December 2022. This was the first exhibition of its kind, creating a platform to share 
personal stories, open up conversations and break the wall of silence that continues to 
surround baby loss. The Still Parents project is a constituent-led exhibition which has been 
informed by the project participants. 



 

 
The project saw thousands of people who had experienced grief and baby loss come 
together to spend time reflecting and exploring the mixture of artworks from the gallery 
collection, loaned works and personal stories from project participants.  
 
Lucy Turner, Producer in the Civic Education and Engagement team at the Whitworth and 
project lead said:  
“We are thrilled to win the Spirit of Manchester award. For four years, we have provided 
creative support for bereaved parents. The award celebrates the longevity of the project 
and demonstrates the legacy that the ‘Still Parents: Life After Baby Loss’ exhibition has 
created.” 
 
The Whitworth is an art gallery driven by a mission to work with communities to use art for 
positive social change, and actively address what matters most in people’s lives.  
 
Each year, the Spirit of Manchester awards highlight the people and projects taking place in 
the city’s voluntary and community sector, celebrating the achievements and raising 
awareness of those who have made a real difference and impacted the community in a 
positive and beneficial way. 
 
Lucy added: “October marks Baby Loss Awareness Month and ‘Still Parents’ continues to 
grow from strength to strength with an ongoing programme of workshops for anyone who 
has been touched by baby loss.” 
 
Visitors to the gallery’s most recent Still Parents workshops shared their thoughts about the 
support they have received from the ongoing project. 
 
One visitor said: “So cathartic and soothing. It’s a comfort to be with other like –minded 
people. No expectations, pressure to share, talk or do anything that doesn’t feel right.” 
  
Another added: “The group is such a safe and understanding place to be with other people 
who know what you’re going through. I’d like to join each month, create more art and to get 
to know everyone more.” 
  
Another showed their gratitude: “Thank you for the opportunity to be in a safe space, to 
share with other and to feel less alone.” 
 
  



 

 
The next workshop is on Sunday 5 November, 2pm – 4pm. Find out more: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/still-parents-november-workshop-tickets-728205862337  
 
Learn more about the Still Parents Project, how you can get involved and a new project 
starting in 2024. 
https://www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk/collection/researchcollaborations/stillparentspr
oject/ 
 
Notes to editors 
 
For further PRESS information, images and interview requests please contact, 

Communications Manager, Melissa McFarlane on: Melissa.McFarlane@manchester.ac.uk 

About the Whitworth  
  
The Whitworth is proudly part of The University of Manchester, operating as a convening 
space between the University and the people of the city. It was founded in 1889 as The 
Whitworth Institute and Park in memory of the industrialist Sir Joseph Whitworth for “the 
perpetual gratification of the people of Manchester” and continues this mission today in 
new contexts.  The gallery is home to the collection of over 60,000 works of art, textiles, 
and wallpaper and is driven by a mission to work with communities to use art for positive 
social change, and actively address what matters most in people’s lives. This vision has been 
developed as part of an international dialogue about how to evolve and adapt museums to a 
constantly changing world.   
  
www.manchester.ac.uk/whitworth  
  
Gallery opening times:  
Tuesday to Sunday 10am-5pm, Thursday late opening until 9pm  
  
 
FOR INTERNAL REFERENCE – IMAGES 
 
Images for use in Press release:  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fo3t1ohwdz7gr1l1voaph/h?rlkey=3v9shvajep3g3j87o4tbr
0kx4&dl=0 
 
 
 


