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PGR Course unit outline 2026-27


	Unit code: 
	BMAN82541

	Title:
	Research Philosophy and Introductory Methodological Issues

	Credit rating:
	15

	Semester:
	1 

	Course Coordinator name and
contact details:
	Dr. Duc Nguyen
Duc.Nguyen@manchester.ac.uk

	Other staff involved contact details:
	

	Pre-requisites
Co-requisites
Dependent course units
Restrictions
	None

	Course unit overview

	

	Aims

	The aim of the unit is to introduce students to the philosophical foundations of scholarship and research and to integrate it with a mixture of research methods utilized in the social sciences.  It is aimed at providing a basis on which students can (1) evaluate a literature so as to provide a basis for positioning their research, (2) develop an appropriate, logical and applicable theoretical structure, (3) understand the basis of alternative designs, methods and approaches to structuring and accomplishing a doctoral research.


	Objectives (Learning outcomes)

	Students should be able to:
· Understand the philosophical foundations of social science disciplines;
· Understand the basis of qualitative & quantitative methods in the business research context;
· Understand the basis of mixed methods in the business research context;
· Identify the major issues that arise in the analysis of knowledge in social sciences; 
· Apply critical thinking methods to conduct analysis of theories, empirical findings and research issues;
· Appreciate the role of the extant literature and analysis in building the thesis and research design foundations;
· Understand alternative approaches to the research design of a doctoral thesis for the award of PhD;
· Justify the choice of research methods for their dissertation project.

	Syllabus content

		DATES (Tentative)
	TOPICS (See Readings Below)

	Week 3 (7 October)
	The structure and nature of the scientific enterprise

	Week 4 (14 October)
	Two models of science

	Week 5 (21 October)
	What is theory

	Week 6 (28 October)
	Critical theory

	Week 7 (4 November)
	Short written essay and presentation

	Week 8 (11 November)
	Philosophy and ethics in research

	Week 9 (18 November)
	The nature of methodological logic

	Week 10 (25 November)
	The problem formulation

	Week 11 (2 December)
	Constructing categories

	Week 12 (9 December)
	Reflective session – Final Paper preparation

	January Workshops (27-28 Jan 2026)
	Presentation of Final paper




	Methods of delivery

	Lectures/Seminars
	30 hours

	Independent Study
	150

	Total Study Hours
	180

	Reading List (Other Readings and Details in Long Syllabus)

	Chalmers, A.F. (1999) What is this thing called Science?  An Assessment of The Nature and Status of Science and Its Methods.  Third Edition.  Brisbane: University of Queensland Press. (Designated Chalmers) – You should have your own copy of this.
Curd, M. and Cover, J.A. (1998). Philosophy of Science: The Central Issues.  New York: W. W. Norton. (Designated C&C) – Readings are drawn from this.  You do not need a copy as the readings will be available directly.
Kincaid, H. (1996) Philosophical Foundations of the Social Sciences: Analyzing Controversies in Social Research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Designated Kincaid).  Supplementary.


	Assessment

	Mode of Assessment
	Length required
	Weighting within unit

	Formative assessment – Progress report on your situating research within philosophical paradigm

	1,000 words
	Feedback only

	Short written essay outlining key takeaways from assigned readings plus presentation to the class
	500 words & 3 Slides
	25%

	Individual Essay – Situating your research within philosophical paradigms (Due During Exam Week)
	3,000 words
	50%

	Individual Presentation – Situating your research within philosophical paradigms (Due During Exam Week)
	15 minutes plus Q&A
	25%

	Re-Sit: Same as above
	
	

	All assignment submissions should be through Blackboard/Turnitin and not by other means.   Assignment submission dates will be set in due course.

	Feedback methods

	Assignment feedback will be provided through Turnitin 15 days after the submission date.
Methods of Feedback from PGRs/Course Unit Survey 
PGRs can give feedback on the course unit via the course unit survey on Blackboard which will be made available at the end of the course. 




	Social Responsibility



AMBS aims for our graduates to develop not only academic and professional skills, but also a sense of social, ethical and environmental responsibility towards the societies of which they are part. Please give details of how social responsibility is addressed in your course unit by highlighting any knowledge or skills that support students’ social and ethical understanding and conduct.

	Examines the ethical and societal obligations of researchers to conduct research that is honest, transparent, inclusive, and beneficial to society. Topic explored in the course will address research integrity, accountability to participants and communities, the responsible use and communication of knowledge, and the broader social, environmental, and policy implications of research.



	
	A UN SDGs*
	
	Environmental Sustainability

	
	
	
	

	*
	Other (please specify)
	
	



	Responsible research.
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