
Nature Action Group Terms of Reference 

 

Purpose 

The Nature Action Group (NAG) provides advice on issues relating to the natural environment 
including biodiversity, health and wellbeing and resilience to climate change.  It is also responsible for 
overseeing the development of a partnership programme to engage staff, students, alumni and other 
communities in responsible schemes to support proven natural solutions that enhance biodiversity, 
mitigate the effects of climate change and restore the natural world.  
 

Terms of reference 

1. To provide advice to the University on issues relating to biodiversity, wellbeing and climate 

change resilience and to highlight the needs of key species across campus. 

2. To promote: 

o Nature based solutions to the climate crisis and biodiversity at the 

University through teaching and learning, research and volunteering 

opportunities for staff and students 

o The value of a green campus for health, wellbeing and the environment 

o The value of nature in an urban campus 

3. To develop strategic partnership programmes to engage staff, students, alumni and other 

communities in nature based solutions to restore and support biodiversity and mitigate 

climate change.  Local, national and international partners will be identified and impact 

targets agreed. 

 

Frequency of meetings 

• Bi-monthly 

 
Reporting 
Progress is reported through the Carbon Action Group and Environmental Sustainability Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership 
 
Rachel Webster Chair, Curator of Botany, Manchester Museum 
Julia Durkan Deputy Chair, Sustainable Campus Officer, ES Team 
Patrick Osborn Landscaping & Sustainability Technician, Whitworth Art Gallery  
Vanessa Cowan Rewards and Benefit Advisor, People & OD 
Anna Gilchrist Lecturer in Environmental Management and Ecology, School of Environment, 
Education and Development  
Clare Robinson Senior Lecturer, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Fritha Heaven Welfare Officer, Students’ Union 
Ruth Wood Senior Lecturer in Environment & Climate Change, Department of Mechanical, 
Aerospace and Civil Engineering 
David Johnson N8 Chair in Microbial Ecology, Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences 
James Anderson  Project Manager, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
Johan Oldekop Senior Lecturer (Associate Prof) in Environment and Development, Global 
Development Institute, School of Environment, Education and Development 
Enna Bartlett Communications and Marketing Manager, Faculty of Science and Engineering 
Georgina Hall PG Programmes Administrator, School of Medical Sciences 
Rucha Deshpande PhD Environmental Science, Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Jack Coffin Senior Lecturer in Marketing, Department of Materials 
Oliver Hughes Firs Environmental Research Station and Botanical Grounds Officer 
Jane Mortimer Administrator (CPD), School of Environment, Education and Development 
Sami Al-Janabi Research Administrator, FBMH 
William Harke PhD English and American Studies 
Emma Kane Student Support & Engagement Officer, School of Arts, Languages and Cultures  
Kirsty Hawksworth Digital Project Manager, Faculty of Science and Engineering 
Zara De Belder MBA student, Alliance Manchester Business School 
 


