
SPATIAL HISTORY

Use maps as a source and
as a method of histor ical

research.

Explore uses and abuses of
maps in histor ical  research.

Learn to create professional
qual i ty maps and charts .

HIST 32112
MAPPING THE PAST

Understand how maps can
enhance and l imit  our

understanding
of history.



This course introduces students to spat ial  h istory,  a
strand of history that studies the past by studying and
making maps.  Each week,  we wil l  look at  a different
topic in this emergent f ield,  with readings ranging
from themes such as the history of  borders,  empires
and indigenous land,  urban decl ine,  to epidemic
disease and the Holocaust .  As part  of  the exercise to
think spat ial ly about the past ,  you wil l  receive training
to create your own maps in the university 's  Digital
Humanit ies Lab.  You can apply those ski l ls  to a
part icular topic and develop your expert ise in that
area.
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INDICATIVE READINGS

Individual  or  col laborat ive project which must use a digital  map
as an intr insic part  of  a spat ial  h istory argument (70 %)
Presentat ion of  a self-designed map (30%) 

ASSESSMENT

Dr Luca Scholz
luca.scholz@manchester .ac.uk
lucascholz .com

INSTRUCTOR

By the end of this course you wil l  be able to generate high
qual i ty maps and charts and creat ively apply key pr inciples of
data visual isat ion which are relevant in a wide range of academic
and non-academic sectors .  

EMPLOYABILITY

I f  you have any questions about the course,  join my off ice hour
on Wednesday June 14,  2pm at zoom.us/j/4289798487

OFFICE HOUR

http://www.lucascholz.com/

