Independent Higher Education Research Unit

GENERAL INFORMATION

Title Independent Higher Education Research Unit
Unit code EDUC63282

Credit rating 15

Level 7

Contact hours Supervisions with appointed supervisor: 6 hours

Other Scheduled teachingand | None
learning activities*

Pre-requisite units None

Co-requisite units None

School responsible SEED

Member of staff responsible Paul Smith and Michael O’Donoghue
ECTS** 7.5

Notional hours of Learning*** | 130

AIMS

The unit aims to give participants the opportunity to explore one relevant area of Higher Education
in close detail.

Subject matter is to be negotiated with the supervisor. Any area relating to HE practice, whether
local, national or global, would be considered appropriate.

The aim of the research project will differ according to topic. It may be that participants reflect
critically on their role and place within their own university, or it may be that participants seek to
understand students’ HE experience in the round, and their own contribution towards it.
Alternatively, the aim may be to demonstrate a critical understanding of wider issues relating to
access, governance and professional identity.

A key aim of the unit is that participants produce something of use to themselves and/or their
institution.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE UNIT

This unit is designed to allow participants without APL to gain further credits by reflecting in detail
on one or more aspects of their current practice and writing a 3,000 word (or equivalent) piece.

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES




Category of outcome

Participants should be able to:

Knowledge and
understanding

Demonstrate applied knowledge of key principles relating to HE
activities of their choosing.

Intellectual skills

Demonstrate the ability to engage critically in debates about key
issues.

Practical skills

Reflect on their own practice and responsibilities within the
university, and to develop skills that enhance their own experience,
and that of colleagues and students.

Transferable skills and
personal qualities

Demonstrate the ability to read a range of works, summarise
arguments succinctly and understand key debates.

LEARNING AND TEACHING PROCESSES (INCLUDING THE USE OF E-LEARNING)

A series of supervision sessions will be arranged between participant and tutor.

ASSESSMENT (INCLUDING FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT, E-ASSESSMENT, and INFORMATION ABOUT

FEEDBACK)

Assessment task Length

How and when
feedback is
provided

Weighting
within unit
(if relevant)

Participants will be asked to submit
a critical essay based on the topic
negotiated with their supervisor.

3,000 words or equivalent,
where “or equivalent” may
include a briefing report, a
discussion paper, a video-
based analysis or any other
medium relevant to the
participant’s chosen
subject area and
professional role.

Alternative and/or collaborative
forms of assessment are
encouraged, in negotiation with the
course unit tutor.

Within 15 working
days of
submissions

100%
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