
APPROVED Minutes 
 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 

21 September 2022 
 
Present: Ms Caroline Johnstone (Chair), Mr David Buckley, Dr Reinmar Hager, Ms Philippa 
Hird, Professor Dame Nancy Rothwell and Mr Richard Solomons. 
 
In attendance for all items: Louise Bissell (Deputy Director of Finance), Beth Dodd (Director 
Transformation Programme), Professor Luke Georghiou (Deputy President and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor), Patrick Hackett (Registrar, Secretary and Chief Operating Officer), Celina Pereira 
(Well-being and Liberation Officer, Students’ Union), Carol Prokopyszyn (Chief Financial Officer), 
and Kate Brown (Governance Manager) (minutes).  
 
In attendance for: 
 
Item 8: Simon Merrywest (Director for the Student Experience) 
 
Items 8 and 9: Steve Jordan (Deputy Director of Estates and Facilities) 
 
1 Welcome and Declarations of Interest 

 
Noted:  

a) Welcome to David Buckley, new member of the Committee.  
b) Apologies were received from Sam Bronheim, the new SU Union Affairs Officer, 

Celina Pereira was attending to represent the Students’ Union. 
c) There were no declarations of interest in relation to the agenda. 

 
2 Terms of Reference 

 
Received: the revised Finance Committee terms of reference. 
 
Noted: 

a) Following the Halpin review the terms of reference for both Audit and Risk 
Committee and Finance Committee have been reviewed.   

b) The consideration and endorsement of the Committee would be sought for projects 
over £10m or those under £10m that would have a significant reputational impact.  
Any projects over £20m would require board approval. 

 
Agreed: to recommend for approval to the Board of Governors the revised Finance 
Committee terms of reference. 
 
Action: to circulate the terms of reference with the inserted links. Governance Manager 
 

  















 
13 Investment Sub-Committee report from 22 June 2022 meeting  

 
Received and Noted: a report from the 22 June 2022 meeting of Investment Sub-
Committee. 
 

14 Dates of 2022/-23 meetings 
 
Noted: the dates of meetings for 2022-23: 
Wednesday 9 November 2022, 11am (Followed by joint meeting with Audit and Risk 
Committee 1:00pm) (Zoom) 
Tuesday 31 January 2023, 2pm (Zoom) 
Wednesday 19 April 2023, 2pm (Zoom) 
Wednesday 21 June 2023, 9am (In person) 
 

15 Any Other Business 
 

 15.1 Visit to Chemistry 
 
Noted: A visit to the Chemistry Building was being arranged for the Chair and 
members were invited to join the visit if they wished. 
 

 15.2 Committee Membership 
 
Noted: the Chair was reviewing the spread of membership and skills on the 
Committee.  Members were encouraged to submit any feedback. 
 

 15.3 Press Coverage on Student Accommodation Shortage 
 
Noted: there had been a lot of press coverage of the student accommodation 
shortage in Manchester.  It was reported that there had been 500 students who 
had an accommodation guarantee who had initially not been allocated 
accommodation in Manchester.  This had now been resolved and all had been 
offered accommodation in Manchester.  Places in the accommodation reserved in 
Liverpool had been held in case of need. 
 

 
 




