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GLYCOGEN METABOLISM DRIVES THE
SENSORY ACTIVATION OF POMC

NEURONS
Adequate energy management and metabolic control are vital for
maintaining health and sustaining life. Hypothalamic pro-
opiomelanocortin (POMC) neurons play a key role in modulating systemic
energy balance and glucose homeostasis by means of sensing nutritional
state signals. In addition to this classic regulatory mode, these neurons are
also activated by the sensory perception of food, thus challenging
longstanding assumptions regarding the homeostatic functions and
regulatory mechanisms of this neuronal population.  In this seminar, I will
present our recent work investigating the mechanisms and biological
purposes of sensory detection of food by POMC neurons in the context of
feeding behaviour and metabolic control. 
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