
HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.CO.UK/E/MANCHESTER-EPILEPSY-RESEARCH-NETWORK-MEETING-TICKETS-
475128601437?UTM-CAMPAIGN=SOCIAL&UTM-CONTENT=ATTENDEESHARE&UTM-
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The 2nd MERN meeting Agenda IS  below. 
The meeting will be hybrid,  but we encourage as many as possible to attend in person

to maximise the networking opportunities.
 

1:00-1:55pm Industry sponsored lunch
 

Session 1. 2-3:30pm
Introduction to MERN: Dr Rajiv Mohanraj and Dr Rob Wykes. 

Prof Gonzalo Alarcon – Excitation and inhibition revisited in the human brain 
Prof Alex Casson – Recent developments in ambulatory and wearable EEG. 

Dr Daniela Di Basilio – Functional seizures and pain: understanding possible links. A mixed-
methods study. 

Prof Sid Banka- The Manchester Rare Conditions Centre 
Anna Norton (Research & Involvement Officer, Epilepsy Research UK): UK Epilepsy Priority Setting

partnership – Top 10 priorities for epilepsy research. 
 

3:30-3:50 Tea and coffee break 
 

Session 2. 3:50-5:30pm
External Guest Dr Sukhvir Wright – Aston University: “Fighting Brain Fires in Autoimmune

Epilepsy.” 
Dr Md Shadab Mashuk - Machine learning in identifying predictors of epilepsy treatment

outcomes from electronic data 
Dr Matthew Bluett-Duncan. Delineating the longer-term outcomes associated with diagnosed

fetal valproate spectrum disorder. 
Kate Hills – Do seizures and spreading depolarizations influence glioblastoma growth? 

Dr Rob Wykes - Investigating the role of the astrocyte potassium channel Kir4.1 to seizure
susceptibility in temporal lobe epilepsy. 

 
Concluding comments and discussions. 

 
Bookings close Wednesday 11th January

M A N C H E S T E R  E P I L E P S Y  R E S E A R C H  N E T W O R K :  M E R N  -
B R I N G I N G  T O G E T H E R  E P I L E P S Y  R E S E A R C H E R S  A N D  C L I N I C I A N S

A C R O S S  M A N C H E S T E R  A N D  B E Y O N D
 

 
 

 

1.00 - 5.30PM
FRIDAY 20TH JANUARY 2023

M I C H A E L  S M I T H  L E C T U R E  T H E A T R E
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M A N C H E S T E R
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