Alliance Manchester Business School
	
PGR Course Unit Outline 2026-27


	Unit code: 
	BMAN82440

	Title:
	Advanced Finance Research Seminar 

	Credit value:
	30 (15 in semester 1 and 15 in semester 2)

	Semester:
	1 and 2

	Course Coordinator name and
contact details:
	Semester 1: 
Eirini Konstantinidi 
Office: AMBS 4.060
Email: eirini.konstantinidi@manchester.ac.uk

Semester 2:
Chi-Yang Tsou
Office: AMBS
Email: chi-yang.tsou@manchester.ac.uk 


	Other staff involved contact details:
	Semester 1: 
In each session there is an invited speaker discussing existing research and recent developments in their research area. The speakers are all colleagues such as Hening Liu, Yifan Li, Sarah Zhang etc.

Semester 2:
None


	Pre-requisites
Co-requisites
Dependent course units
Restrictions
	NA

	Course unit overview

	
 In each week of Semester 1, a different finance research topic will be discussed and analysed in class, covering recent and current developments. Over the past years, we have covered topics such as event studies, return predictability, the equity premium puzzle, structural estimation of asset pricing models, skewness in asset pricing, high-frequency econometrics and volatility estimation, market microstructure etc. 
Semester 2 is dedicated to the acquisition of presentation skills: the understanding of how to present their research to a wider audience; and the understanding of the differences required in preparing slides for conferences, workshops and research seminars. Each session is organised as a mini-conference which all students will attend and present at. The number of presentation sessions will depend on the number of intake each year. 


	Aims

	This course aims to expose PGR students in Finance to recent and current developments in Finance research. It also aims to enhance the PGR students’ ability to discuss other scholar’s work, as well as provide them with more confidence in discussing and presenting their own research.


	Objectives (Learning outcomes)

	On completion of this unit successful students will be able to have an appreciation and understanding of key research in finance. Students will also have an understanding of how to critically evaluate research papers.
The students will develop skills essential for job placements in the finance industry and in academia.

	Syllabus content

	In Semester 1, a different finance research topic will be discussed and analysed in class, covering recent and current developments. The detailed teaching schedule is to be announced in due course via Canvas. This course covers various topics, such as event studies, estimation of asset pricing models, the equity premium puzzle, return predictability etc. 

In Semester 2, there will be sessions dedicated to the understanding of how to present to different types of audience. These sessions will stretch also beyond the second semester and they will include preparation for the doctoral conference in May/June and the annual review at the end of June. There will be also presentation sessions. Each session will be organised as a mini-conference which all students will attend and present at. The total number of sessions will cover 10 weeks overall, although the number of presentation sessions will depend on the number of the intake each year.

	Methods of delivery

	Lectures/Seminars
	Semester 1: 30 hours (10 x 3)  
Semester 2: 6 hours (2 x 3) plus student presentation sessions

	Independent Study
	Semester 1: 120 hours
Semester 2: Depends on student numbers and the number of presentations but at least 110

	Total Study Hours

	Semester 1: 150 hours
Semester 2: 150 hours

	Reading List

	Semester 1: 
The detailed reading list includes a number of asset pricing papers and is to be announced in due course via Canvas. Students are expected to study the assigned readings before the class, and actively participate in the discussion. 
· Pre Reading: Reference list provided from each seminar speaker. This will be made available via Canvas in due course.
· Core Text: Reference list provided from each seminar speaker. This will be made available via Canvas in due course.
· Supplementary Text: Reference list provided from each seminar speaker. This will be made available via Canvas in due course.

Semester 2:
As the course is a presentation-based course and the presentations themselves are based on your research topics, there is no pre-reading, core text or core reading for the course. Reading for the course will be based on papers that are central to your research questions. Reading will therefore be advised as the course proceeds.


	Assessment


	Mode of Assessment
	Length required
	Weighting within unit

	Semester 1: Reflective term paper 
	10 pages (A4)
	25%

	Semester 1: Referee report 
	4 pages (A4)
	25%

	Semester 2: Discuss a paper that is key to PhD thesis of each student and present their research proposal/pilot project before the doctoral conference and annual review.
	
	50%

	Resits: 
· Resubmission of the assignment (semester 1)
· Re-presentation of the PGRs own research proposal/pilot project (semester 2)

	
	


	Feedback methods

	Semester 1: Feedback will be provided for both the reflective term paper and the referee report.  This will be returned within 15 working days of the marking deadline. 
Semester 2: Feedback will be given in the presentation sessions themselves.
Feedback from students
In addition to the course unit evaluation questionnaire, students are encouraged to give feedback through emails and conversations at any time, and using the online questionnaire near the end of the semester.




	Social Responsibility



AMBS aims for our graduates to develop not only academic and professional skills, but also a sense of social, ethical and environmental responsibility towards the societies of which they are part. Please give details of how social responsibility is addressed in your course unit by highlighting any knowledge or skills that support students’ social and ethical understanding and conduct.

	This course unit will help students to develop independent thinking and critical appraisal skills to be applied in academic research of finance topics. It will also contribute to the students’ understanding of the importance of academic integrity and how to maintain high academic standards, honesty, responsibility, and rigor in academic research. It will also help students to develop appropriate presentation skills and discuss in a constructive way the work of others. 




Please indicate by ticking the box(es) below, which specific aspect of SR your module is linked to:

	
	A UN SDGs*
	
	Environmental Sustainability

	
	
	
	

	X
	Other (please specify)
	
	



	



* If a UN SDG, please note which one by reviewing the list here 

For additional support on how embed SR into your module, please review the resources here:
https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/DocuInfo.aspx?DocID=51837
https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/DocuInfo.aspx?DocID=47017
