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Aims for 
today

• This session aims to provide an opportunity 
to 

• Talk about SoTL and pedagogic research 

• To provide a space to begin to draw out and 
define your golden thread/approach to teaching 
and learning

• To forge a community of practice in the 
scholarship and research of teaching and 
learning at the University of Manchester



What is scholarship?

“SoTL is a research-led form of professional development, 
and has the potential to inform policy and practice at 

institutional level.”

Higher Education Academy. Defining and supporting the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL): A sector-wide study. 13/01/2016

https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/knowledge-hub/defining-and-supporting-scholarship-teaching-and-learning-sotl-sector-wide-study


What is scholarship of teaching and learning?

“SoTL is a research-led form of professional development, 
and has the potential to inform policy and practice at 

institutional level.”

Thus two aims:
• Ultimately must enhance the learning experiences of students

• And should produce an “artefact, a product, some form of community 
property that can be shared, discussed, critiqued, exchanged, built upon”

Higher Education Academy. Defining and supporting the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL): A sector-wide study. 13/01/2016
Schulman, Lee S. Teaching as community property: Putting an end to pedagogical solitude. Change 25.6 (1993): 6-7.

https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/knowledge-hub/defining-and-supporting-scholarship-teaching-and-learning-sotl-sector-wide-study
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Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) 
vs Pedagogic Research?
SoTL (from Haigh 2010 and UU 2022)

• A practical and situated enquiry in a 
particular context that is driven by a 
desire to improve teaching practice 
and student learning in particular 
contexts

• Involves reflection on teaching 
practices and student learning

• Evidence based

• Requires engagement with the 
(discipline specific) T&L literature

• Involves public dissemination for 
evaluation by peers

Pedagogic Research

• Aims to contribute to knowledge and 
T&L and inform a broader audience 
that exists beyond the local context of 
that work

• Same as SoTL? A subset of it? Goes a 
step further than it? Does it even 
matter?!



Multiple 
levels that 
SoTL and 
PedR
operate at

Immediate context

Institutional context

Disciplinary context

Wider contribution to 
understandings of T&L



Three 
different 
levels of the 
HE system

• the micro level at the centre of the HE system, where 
academics are engaged with their students and 
investigating their own practice; and the department 
where the disciplinary community of academics
operates;

• the meso level, the institution and the impact of its 
strategic direction; its policies on staff development 
and promotion;

• the macro level of the HE system, the national and 
international frameworks (regulations, incentives, 
and various steering policies) and communities that 
impact and interact. At this level, we also recognise 
the need to take account of sectorial and disciplinary 
diversity

Schulman, Lee S. Teaching as community property: Putting an 
end to pedagogical solitude. Change 25.6 (1993): 6-7.



How is SoTL and PedR done?

• Build understanding 
• of the context and the outcomes – students

• of those that have gone before you – literature and colleagues

• Plan and do something that should enhance the learning experiences 
of students

• Disseminate and Reflect
• critical reflection – individual, with peers, with students

• disseminate – knowledge exchange and impact



How do you 
translate all of this 
to thinking and 
talking about what 
you are doing?



Talking 
about your 
SoTL

What did you do?

Why did you do it?

What was the reach?

How beneficial was it to those it reached?

How can you evidence your statements?



Reach, Value, Impact
• Reach: The scale of influence. Though ‘geographic’ reach may be important for some nominees, it 

is useful to consider other ways that a nominee can demonstrate reach. Some nominees may 
demonstrate reach at a department/ faculty/ institution/ national/ global level, for example, but 
others might provide evidence of how their practice has reached different groups of students, 
individuals and/or organisations 

• Value: The benefit derived for students and staff (which may take different forms). Value may 
include qualitative evidence such as a change in approach to learning among students or staff. For 
example, evidence may be provided about how the work being described has added value to the 
student learning experience or to teaching practice. Value may also relate to the quality of 
enhanced experiences and the meaningfulness of practices. Some nominees may also be working 
in settings where there are positive explicit ethical elements to their practice. 

• Impact: The difference that has been made to policy, practice and/or student outcomes as the 
result of an activity. The focus here is on explicit evidence of positive change taking place. Impact 
evidence can be both quantitative and qualitative, but it is important to show how the activities 
described have changed teaching practice and/or learning outcomes.



Output and Recognition

What

• New teaching material

• Websites / blogs / twitter

• Talks, chapters, books

• Training, workshops 

• Advising committees & working 
groups

• Changing policy & practice

• Leading initiatives

• Pedagogic research

Where

• Within your course

• Department (individual or all)

• Faculty

• University

• T&L groups/conferences

• Other universities (NTR)

• Accrediting bodies

• Government / industry 



Shortly we will 
open the floor 
for you to talk 
about your 
SoTL/PedR but 
first some 
case studies!

What did you do?

Why did you do it?

What was the reach?

How beneficial was it to those it reached?

How can you evidence your statements?



What do I [Hannah] do?

• Have been involved in SoTL and 
PedR all of my career

• HEA History, Classic and 
Archaeology Subject Centre



The Ardnamurchan Transitions Project



The Ardnamurchan Transitions Project

• Cobb H. L., Harris, O., 
Jones C., and Richardson 
P. (eds) 2012. 
Reconsidering fieldwork: 
Exploring on site 
relationships between 
theory and practice. New 
York: Springer.

• Archaeology Training 
Forum award for 
excellence in training, 
learning and professional 
development, 2014



T&L and 
Equality, 
Diversity and 
Inclusion

• Digging Diversity 
2011 and 2017

• CIfA Equality and 
Diversity group



All of this coalesced into a novel pedagogic 
approach • Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2022. Wellbeing and Archaeological Pedagogy. In Everill,

P. (ed) Wellbeing in Archaeology. London: Routledge.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2020. Assembling Archaeology: Teaching, Practice and
Research. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2019. Rising, Falling, Assembling: Pedagogy in British
Archaeology. In P. Messenger and S. Bender (eds) History and Approaches in
Heritage Studies. Florida: Florida University Press. Pp 181-195.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2016. Personal, Political, Pedagogic: Challenging the
binary bind in archaeological pedagogy. Journal of Archaeological Method and
Theory 23(3), 949-969.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2014. Assembling archaeological pedagogy: a theoretical
framework for valuing pedagogy in archaeological interpretation and practice.
Archaeological Dialogues 21(2), 197-216.

• Cobb, H., Croucher, K., and Casella, E. 2013. Feminist Pedagogy: Implications and
Practice. In M. J. Rodríguez-Shadow and S. Kellogg
(eds.) Género y Arqueología en Mesoamérica. Homenaje a Rosemary A. Joyce.
Mexico: Centro de Estudios de Antropoloia de la Mujer. pp.112-128.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2012. Field Schools, Transferable Skills and Enhancing 
Employability. In Mytum, H., (ed). Global Perspectives on Archaeological Field 
Schools: Constructions of Knowledge and Experience. New York: Springer, pp. 25-
40.

• Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2009. Guest editors: Research in Archaeological 
Education Journal, Volume 1(issue 2), 2009, Prehistoric Pedagogies theme.

• Brennan, A., Cobb, H., and Croucher, K. 2008. Investigating the role of fieldwork in 
teaching and learning archaeology. Lancaster: Carnegie Publishing.



What do I [James] do?



What do I [James] do?
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What do I [James] do?



What do I [James] do?

AHEP 4



What do I [James] do?

AHEP 4



What do I [James] do?

AHEP 4Setting up communities of practice

• SETA showcases: 
• Flipped
• In-class response
• Active learning in lectures (Easter)

• Teaching Focused group
• T&L Enhancement lead projects



20min Break
(grab some 
index cards)

What did you do?

Why did you do it?

What was the reach?

How beneficial was it to those it reached?

How can you evidence your statements?



Your SoTL or PedR – What next? 

Join 
Communities! Talk 
to others, join relevant 
groups, go to their 
events, get inspired

01
Present and 
disseminate your 
SoTL/PedR

02
Think about how you can 
draw upon your work for 
your career development 

(LEAP, Teaching Excellence 
Awards, National Teaching 
fellowships, CATE)

03



Joining internal communities
Groups, networks, mentoring

• Institute for Teaching and 
Learning events and development 
programme (QR Code) 

• TALON Yammer Group

• Local level networks and T&L
events

• Manchester Gold Mentoring 
Scheme



Joining external 
communities:
Groups, learned 
societies, 
support groups, 
mentoring

• AdvanceHE

• The International Society for the Scholarship 
of Teaching and Learning (ISSoTL)

• The Society for Research into Higher 
Education

• British Educational Leadership, Management 
and Administration Society (BELMAS)

• Staff and Educational Development 
Association (SEDA)

• Professors in Preparation (PiP)

• LTHE Twitter

• Active Learning Network



Disseminating your work internally

Faculty best practice websites/repositories

Institute for Teaching and Learning’s TEA Blog

Institute for Teaching and Learning’s Events

Local workshops and network events

Sessions in your Faculty New Academic Programme



Disseminating your work externally
Higher-ranking peer-reviewed journals

• Must do more than just “show and tell”

• Theoretically embedded, rigorous research



Disseminating your work externally
The National Teaching Repository
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Be curious and ambitious in your teaching



Be curious and ambitious in your teaching

and email us if you get stuck (or inspired)
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Questions?

James.Brooks-3@manchester.ac.uk
Hannah.Cobb@Manchester.ac.uk
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