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Background

The University will, once again, be awarding the top 0.5% of the 2020-21 undergraduate graduating year with an award for ‘Outstanding Academic Achievement’ and the Faculty of Humanities has this year been allocated 20 of the 40 awards available across the University.

The Awards will consist of:

· a certificate 

· £1000

The Award will also appear on the students’ Higher Education Achievement Record (HEAR).

The Faculty has to provide the Teaching and Learning Support Office (TLSO) with details of our award winners by 12 noon on the Monday, 26 July 2021 at the latest in order that the necessary arrangements can be made eg all student records and graduation information updated accordingly. 
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Allocation of the Outstanding Academic Achievement (OAA) Awards 2020-21
It was agreed at the Faculty’s Teaching & Learning Committee that the OAA Awards for 2020-21 would be allocated as outlined below: 

a) The top 12 students nominated by the Schools, who fulfil the criteria, receive an OAA Award (regardless of which School they are from);
b) The remaining 8 awards are then allocated to the next ‘top’ student, who fulfils the criteria, in each of the individual Schools as follows: 

SALC - 2 Awards


SEED - 2 Awards


SoSS - 2 Awards


AMBS - 2 Awards
c) If a School does not submit any nominees for consideration (or the students do not satisfy the criteria) the award for that School will be added to the total in a) above, prior to those in b) being allocated.

The remaining students nominated by Schools, who satisfy the criteria, will be awarded the Dean’s Award for Achievement.
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Dean’s Award for Achievement 
As per last year, the Faculty will also recognise those students who satisfy the OAA criteria, but who are not one of the 20 students in the Faculty allocated the OAA Award.  

These students will be awarded the Dean’s Award for Achievement and the award will appear on the Students’ HEAR.  They will also receive a congratulatory letter from the Dean.
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Nomination Process

School Examination Boards are to identify the top undergraduate students in the School, with a final degree classification of 75% or above, to be put forward for consideration for an award.  A member of staff in the School is to complete the Excel spreadsheet and send it, electronically, to Susan Rowe (susan.rowe@manchester.ac.uk) no later than 2.00pm, on Friday 23 July
The Excel spreadsheet needs to be completed with the following information:
· Student’s full name

· Student’s ID Number
· Student’s email
· Programme Name (in full)

· Programme Code

· % weighting used to classify the student’s degree (i.e. 2nd year weighting, 3rd year weighting and 4th year weighting [if applicable])

· 2nd year % (average for the year, not the weighted % used for degree classification purposes)

· The range of 3rd year / final year marks (e.g. 67%-78%)

· Final degree %

An Excel spreadsheet is attached for you to record the above information.
Please Note: If we do not receive any nominations from you by the deadline we will assume that no students in your School have achieved a final degree classification of 75% or above and you are not therefore putting any candidates forward for consideration.  Due to the tight turnaround time, any nominations received after 2.00pm on Friday, 23 July will not be considered.  

The nominations received (by the deadline) will be considered by the Associate Dean (Teaching, Learning & Students) and the Teaching, Learning and Student Experience Manager and the top 20 students will be allocated an OAA Award; the details of the award winners will be reported to the TLSO by their deadline.  The TLSO will notify the OAA Award winners of their success.
The remaining students nominated, who satisfy the OAA Award criteria, will be awarded the Dean’s Award for Achievement and will be notified by the Faculty.
Schools must also nominate a member of staff (eg UG Manager, Exams Administrator, Exams Officer or UG Director etc) to be available, by phone, at 2.00pm on the 23 July 2021 in case there are any queries relating to the nominations, or in case there are several students with the same results where further information may be needed to determine which student receives the OAA Award. The name of the nominated person should be forwarded to Susan Rowe by the 16 July 2021
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