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Project aim Gather evidence to support post-COVID-19 policy making in the construction sector, with a focus on small-to-medium
sized industry participants.

Objectives 1. Evidence of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on small-to-medium sized
construction industry participants
2. Establish the priorities for a sustainable transformation of the sector in the context of the
Government’s ‘Build Back Better’ strategy.
3. ldentify the factors influencing the performance of small-to-medium sized industry participants

4. Contribute to the wider evidence being generated through the PROTECT programme on the
impact of COVID-19 transmission
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1. The challenge of COVID-19 recovery against a
backdrop of poor long-run productivity

duradbility

2. Learning from the past; Ronan Point and Grenfell

Productivity growth in the construction industries compared with the whole
economy
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‘]l The Ronan Pomt dlsaster (1968) 4 kllled 17
gy seriously injured and the impact was dramatic.
”M Poor design and construction led to the
public’s confidence in tower blocks falling
dramatically, which led to the demise of high-
rise prefabrication solutions to the post-war
0 housing crisis.
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it e et v e g 4. Re-orienting the industry and its clients to focus on

the delivery of wider social value will enable
government to tackle entrenched societal problems
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3. Our architectural history is rich in quality; by valuing
materiality we create the stimulus to invest in
construction skills for the long-term

The built environment, including the
construction sector, currently contributes
some 40% of the UK's carbon emissions

(Royal Academy of Engineering, 2021)
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who constructed it. There was a clear appreciation of the materiality of construction at the time of construction



