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MRC strategy 

and remit



▪ National funding agency investing in science 
and research in the UK

▪ Executive non-departmental public body, 
sponsored by Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS)

▪ Brought together the seven disciplinary 
research councils, Research England, which is 
responsible for supporting research and 
knowledge exchange at higher education 
institutions in England, and the UK’s innovation 
agency, Innovate UK.

▪ Largest single public funder of R&I. 2020-2021 
UKRI budget £9bn



Medical Research Council (MRC)

MRC’s mission:

▪ Encourage and support research to improve 

human health

▪ Produce skilled researchers

▪ Advance and disseminate knowledge and 

technology to improve the quality of life and 

economic competitiveness of the UK

▪ Promote dialogue with the public about 

medical research

MRC set up to tackle 

tuberculosis

Diabetes researcher 

Sir Harold Hemsworth 

defines T1D and T2D

2020

MRC scientists 

set gold standard for 

clinical trials

Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging invented after Sir 

Peter Mansfield produced 

images using the natural 

magnetic properties of 

cells

Researchers at MRC 

LMB develop

humanised 

monoclonal 

antibodies

Researchers discover 

exposure to asbestos 

increases lung cancer 

risk, leading to new 

safety standards

First draft of 

the Human 

Genome is 

published

MRC Scientists show 

that low vitamin D 

levels during pregancy

increases risk of bone 

fractures during a 

child's life. 

Research shows that 

playing a visually 

demanding computer game 

after reliving a traumatic 

memory reduces negative 

memories

MRC-funded scientist

Professor Sarah Gilbert 

develops vaccine

against COVID-19.
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Double-helix 

structure of DNA 

elucidated by MRC 

scientist Francis Crick 

and others.

Neurosurgeon Prof. 

Tipu Aziz invented 

deep brain stimulation 

as a treatment for 

Parkinson's disease.

2000



We fund individuals and teams of researchers based at:

• UK Higher Education Institutions

• Independent Research Organisations

• NHS Organisations

• Research Council Institutes

• International Research Organisations (Global Health Opportunities)

• Public Sector Research Establishments

Grants fund a proportion of the research Full Economic Cost 

(FEC) – usually 80% 

Includes any eligible and justified cost required for the research:

• Salaries

• Consumables and travel

• Equipment

• Overheads & estates (calculated using TRAC method)

Who and What we Fund 



MRC funding 

schemes
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MRC’s remit and partners
Basic research to early clinical trials:

‒ Underpinning & aetiological

‒ Prevention

‒ Detection and diagnosis

‒ Treatment development & 

evaluation

‒ Phase 1 & 2 trials

Other funders/partners:

‒ Government departments, especially 

health

‒ Other Research Councils

‒ Medical Charities

‒ Industry

‒ Innovate UK

Discovery and 

design
Late clinical 

trials
Adoption

Basic 

research

Pre-clinical 

development
Early clinical 

trials
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Before writing a research proposal, you can contact 

MRC to ask if your research is within its remit. 

It’s a good idea to do this if your research is 

interdisciplinary or not clearly within MRC’s 

research areas.



Funding for Discovery Science and 
Applied Research

MRC 5 year Average 14/15 –
18/19

Public Sector and 
Research Charity 2014

• Underpinning

• Mechanisms of Disease (aetiology)

• Detection, Screening and Diagnosis

• Evaluations of Treatments and Therapeutic Interventions

• Health and Social Care Services Research

• Prevention of Disease and Conditions, and Promotion of 
Well-Being

• Development of Treatments and Therapeutic 
Interventions

• Management of Diseases and Conditions

Discovery Science Translation/Applied



Remit, programmes and priorities

Cross cutting panels

Translation: Exp Med, DPFS, EME

Methodology: BMBR

Training & Career Development 
Neuroscience & 

Mental Health

Infections & 

Immunity

Molecular & Cellular 

Medicine

Populations & 

Systems Medicine

Supports research in the following areas:

▪ infections and immunity

▪ population and systems medicine

▪ molecular and cellular medicine

▪ neurosciences and mental health

▪ global health research

▪ clinical and translational research

▪ methodology development

Applied Global 

Health

https://www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/

https://www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/


Research Boards

▪ Infections and Immunity

▪ Molecular and Cellular Medicine

▪ Neurosciences and Mental Health

▪ Population and Systems Medicine

▪ Applied Global Health 

Translation

▪ Developmental Pathway Funding Scheme

▪ Experimental Medicine

Methodology

▪ Better Methods, Better Research

Training & Career Development 

▪ Clinical 

▪ Non-Clinical

▪ Clinical Academic Research Partnerships

▪ Doctoral Training Partnerships

Project 
Support

Research 
Board 

Translational

Methodology

Global Health

Strategic 
Programmes

Programme 
Support

Partnership 
Grant

Programme 
Grant

Centre

Unit

Institute

Career Support

Studentship

Fellowship

CARP

Post-docs on 
grants

Research 
staff

New 
Investigator 
Research 

Grants

PHIND



UKRI Research and Innovation Response

UKRI/DHSC

Initiative

UKRI

Initiative

636 apps – 52 awards (c. £46m)

Rolling call with highlights (Ethnicity, Transmission, Mental Health)

minimum 2 week turnaround

272 apps – 26 awards (c. £25m)

Deadline call, 2.5 week turnaround

UKRI Open Call 3570 apps – 412 awards (c. £160m) to date

Includes Ethnicity, Modelling, G2P initiatives

WHO PHEIC

Rolling call, minimum 

2 week turnaround

Stepped down Open Call

c. 6 week turnaround

46 apps – 4 awards (c. £19m)

Long-COVID call UKRI/DHSC

Initiative

UKRI GCRF/Newton Fund 511 apps – 24 awards (c. £7m)

Global Effort on COVID-19 (GECO) Health Research  370 apps - 19 awards  

ODA

Initiative

s



ChAdOx1 nCov-2019 Vaccine 

National COVID-19 Wastewater-

Based Epidemiology 

Surveillance Programme

Nursing Narratives

Life with Corona project measures 

global experience of pandemic

Continuous Positive Airways 

Pressure device



All COVID-19 funding is now through Research Council specific business as usual routes rather than a 

centralised dedicated approach

MRC recently launched a COVID-19 partnership opportunity: ‘Build on existing COVID-19 infrastructure, 

partnerships and resources’

• Want to secure the legacy of the COVID-19 response

• Open to applications from groups already working together as part of the COVID-19 response to either 

‘sustain and grow research capability addressing SARS-CoV-2’ or to ‘reposition to enable innovative 

discovery science in other relevant areas, potentially addressing endemic disease, antimicrobial 

resistance or broader epidemic preparedness, providing a basis for future research-focused funding 

applications.’

IIB Board opportunity for ‘Research underpinning epidemic preparedness’

• Judged in competition with other applications in the same round but receive a strategic uplift within 

score

Funding opportunities for COVID-19 

related research



What makes a

good application? Image 
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An application will fail because:
Scope and importance

▪ Unfocused, overambitious project

▪ Unoriginal, pedestrian approach

Clarity of research question(s) and how they will be answered

▪ No clear hypothesis or not hypothesis-driven

▪ Methodology not sufficiently detailed, not consistent with hypothesis

Feasibility

▪ Centre has no international standing in research area

▪ Lack of infrastructure / facilities

▪ Lack of preliminary data / key risks not considered

Career progression

▪ Training element incomplete / unclear; poor training environment

▪ Unclear how the fellowship will position you

▪ Lack of ownership of the project – we do expect Fellows to be well supported

▪ Right person, wrong project & vice versa! Or wrong supervisory team



Case for Support
▪ Importance:

▪ What is the rationale for the proposed research? Include preliminary data if appropriate

▪ Research plan:

▪ Describe aims and objectives

▪ Give details of experimental approaches, study designs, techniques you will use

▪ Highlight original/unique plans

▪ Describe all human and animal experiments

▪ Explain how risks will be mitigated

▪ Identify required facilities/resources

▪ Research environment and development opportunities

▪ What are the skills you need to acquire and how will you acquire them?

▪ Make use of the one page Reproducibility and Statistical Design annex



Things to check before you apply

▪ Funder’s remit and interests

▪ Are you eligible

▪ Choose the right scheme (contact the MRC for advice)

▪ What information and documents are needed – SoECAT (if using NHS resources), MICA (if 

collaborating with industry)

▪ Page limits, font sizes etc.

▪ Deadlines

You will submit your application to your research organisation that will do the final checks and then 

submit to the funder. Your research organisation will need time to do this – plan ahead for this.

Ask your research organisation how much time they need.

Start early! Everything takes longer than you think!



Need Advice?
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Sources of Advice
Funder

• Website

• Email

Experienced colleagues and collaborators

• Past evaluation committee members

• Grant applicants

• Mentor

University Grants Office

• Support with budget

• Preparing an application

UKRI Good Research Resource Hub

• Guidance, policies and standards on research ethics and 

integrity, open research and responsible innovation

NIHR Research Design Service 

NC3Rs



How to find funding

www.ukri.org/opportunity



Advice Image 

required

Contacting the MRC

Research grants, programme grants, partnership grants & 

NIRGs: Contact research boards directly (www.ukri.org/about-

us/mrc/contact-us/) e.g. IIB@mrc.ukri.org

• Board remit

• NIRG eligibility

Fellowships: fellows@mrc.ukri.org
• Remit

• Eligibility

• Career Stage Advice

Helpful things for us to answer your query: 
• Subject line – Scheme Name (CDA etc)

• CV (template on MRC Website) 

• List of relevant publications

• 1-page project outline 

• Description of how you meet the skills and experience required 

for the relevant scheme



MRC Application Guidance 

MRC Guidance for Applicants:

https://www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/guidance-for-

applicants/

MRC Assessment Criteria:

www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/guidance-for-reviewers/peer-

reviews/overview-of-mrc-review-process/

MRC science areas and contacts: 

www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/remit-programmes-and-

priorities/

Gateway to Research (UKRI funded research):

GtR.ukri.org



Available via the MRC website on 
the CRTF scheme page 

5 Short videos available covering the CRTF scheme

and application process, tips for preparing your proposal,

the 3P’s criteria and a mock interview

https://mrc.ukri.org/skills-careers/fellowships/clinical-fellowships/clinical-research-training-fellowship-crtf/

Studentship

s

Video Resources:

https://www.youtube.com/user/MRCcomms

/videos

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uWeny3NTvc
https://mrc.ukri.org/skills-careers/fellowships/clinical-fellowships/clinical-research-training-fellowship-crtf/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MRCcomms/videos


MRC Blog – Relaunched Aug 21
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