Law Student and Staff Perceptions of the Role of
Professional Skills in a Law Degree: A Pilot Study

KEY PROFESSIONAL SKILLS IDENTIFIED BY LAW STUDENTS AND STAFF

Analytical reasoning
Professional ethics
Advocacy
Presentation skills
Commerdal awareness
Negotiation

Client interviewing
Legal research
Communication
Leadership

Critical thinking
Budgeting

Time management
Problem solving
Teamwork

Public speaking
Document drafting

Legal writing
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Research Methods

This pilot study was conducted at Leicester Law School
in October 2021 and consisted of an online survey of
17 staff members and a separate online survey of 41
law students (13 Year 1, 11 Year 2, 12 Year 3, 5
LLMs). Follow-up student focus groups are planned to
collect additional qualitative data.

PLANS AFTER LAW SCHOOL

Undecided

Entrepreneur

OTHER “PROFESSIONAL SKILLS”
IDENTIFIED BY LAW STUDENTS:

Confidence
Flexibility
Networking

Self-reflection
Legal vocabulary

People skills

Why embed professional skills in a Law Degree?
1. Increase access to the legal profession

2. Develop students’ professional identity
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1. Demystify professional
skills to enhance
employability and self-
3. Adopt teaching methods confidence.
that enable students to \_ )
achieve their full potential in
any career. J
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4. Emphasize common
professional aims and
objectives of students and
staff.
J

» 3. Improve pedagogical suitability and alignment
4. Create an inclusive environment

An articulation and awareness of these values can inform the
strategies employed to incorporate professional skills in the

curriculum.

You can reach Laura Bee, Rossana Deplano, Diana Dukhia, Edward Jones, Arwen Joyce, Eki Omorogbe and Paolo Vargiu

(Leicester Law School) by emailing arwen.joyce@le.ac.uk



