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WELCOME WEEK TIMETABLE FOR YEAR 1 STUDENTS 

OPTOMETRY 
Academic Year: 2023-2024 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd September 2023 

 
Welcome to your Optometry studies at the University of Manchester! 

 
This document contains details of all of the activities which have been organised to introduce 
you to our course and the campus. Different sessions are planned on each day this week. 
Make sure you attend these sessions so that you are ready to start the course: your normal 
teaching timetable begins on Monday 25th September. 

 
All of your activities for Welcome Week are held face-to-face: use the following link to the 
campus map to help you find each session by its building number. 

 

Map: https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=6507. 
 

The Optometry building is called the Carys Bannister Building (88 on the campus map). This 
is where you will be based for most of your practical sessions and meetings with staff, 
throughout the year. 

 

If you have any questions during Welcome Week, don’t hesitate to ask your Academic 
Advisor – they will give you their contact details when you meet. 

 

We hope you enjoy your week! 
 

Monday 18th September 
09:00 - 10:00 Introduction and Welcome 

 Staff: Professor Philip Morgan (Head of Optometry) & Dr Fiona 
Cruickshank (Optometry Programme Director) 
Location: Simon_4.63 
About: This talk will introduce you to the programme and what you will be 
studying in the year ahead. A representative from the student Information, 
Advice and Guidance team will also give a presentation regarding support 
and welfare. 

10:30 - 11:30 Advisors meet their tutees 

Here you will also be introduced to your Academic Advisor. This is a staff 
member who is your mentor for the duration of your studies here. You can 
go to then when you want to ask for advice or need someone to raise a 
concern with. 

Staff: Advisors 

Location: Your Advisor’s office or a meeting room the advisor would have 
booked or outdoors (weather permitting). 

 
 

https://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=6507
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Tuesday 19th September 
10:00 – 11:00 The College of Optometrists Presentation 

 Staff: Joseph Rivers (The College of Optometrists) 
Location: Simon_4.63 
About: This talk will introduce the College of Optometrists: this is the 
professional body for Optometry. 

11:00 – 12:00 PASS Leaders Talk 

Staff: Andrew Gridley (Senior Lecturer in Optometry) 
Location: Simon_3.44A 
About: PASS is a mentoring system where Second Years meet with you 
in groups to provide a relaxed, informal environment to support you with 
your studies. This talk explains how it works. 

12:00 
Onwards 

Campus Tour 

Location: You will be met straight from PASS Leaders talk: stay in your 
seats! 
About: A tour around campus with the PASS leaders (Year 2 students) 

13:30 – 
16:00 

Meet the staff and advisors 

Location: On-campus Marquee. The marquee is on the square near the 
Alan Gilbert Learning Commons (63 on campus map) 

About: An opportunity to meet with the programme staff and students in an 
informal setting. Refreshments will be provided. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 20th September 
10:00 – 11:00 

 
 

 

 
 

Introduction to Health and Safety 

Staff: Claire Mallon (Optometry Lead for Clinical Teaching) 
Location: Simon_3.44B 
About: This talk will introduce you to the Health and Safety rules relevant 
to working in our clinics and building. 
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11:00 – 12:00 

Introduction to Personal and Professional Development  

Staff: Jyoti Paul (Optometry Lead for PPA) 
Location: Simon_3.44B 
About: This talk will introduce you to the PPD A subject; how it works and 
important information you need to be aware of. 

 
 

Thursday 21st September 
 
 
10:00 – 11:00 Mental Health Talk 

Staff: Fatima Malik 
Location: Zochonis Theatre B 

12:00 – 1300 Introduction to the Association of Optometrists (AOP) 

Staff: Rita Davids (The Association of Optometrists) 
Location: Stopford Th_6 

About: This talk will introduce you to the AOP: a professional membership 
representative organisation. The AOP provides services such as legal 
representation and advice, indemnity insurance, education and training 
and political lobbying for optometrists. 

13:00 – 13:15 Optometry Society (OpSoc) Presentation 

Staff: Adam Teladia (OpSoc President and Optometry Student) 
Location: Simon_4.63 
About: This talk will introduce the OpSoc and the events they hold 
throughout the year. This is a student run society open to all optometry 
students. 

13:15 – 13:30 Student Reps Presentation 

Location: Simon_4.63 
About: This talk will introduce you to the Students Union, student leaders 
and talk to you about getting involved. 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday 22nd September 
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No Scheduled Activities 

 

 

WELCOME WEEK ENDS 
 

Monday 25th September 
9:00 Normal Timetable Begins (Week 1) 

About: Semester 1 teaching starts today. Make sure you have 
accessed your timetable in advance and are aware of all of your 
sessions this week. 
Timetables can be found on the Optometry area of BlackBoard. If you 
are unsure of anything, remember that you can contact your Advisor 
for help. 

 


