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INTRODUCTION

The Urban Design Studio

URBAN DESIGN YEARBOOK 
2019
This Yearbook has been designed 
to showcase the urban design 
project work from the MSc Urban 
Design & International Planning 
programme at University of 
Manchester. All graphics are 
student’s own work.

The Yearbook is divided into 
project types based on the core 
urban design modules that 
students undertake, covering 
proposals on neighbourhood 
analysis; small city centre design 
interventions; large/medium 
scale masterplans; and research 
focused design dissertation 
projects. The graphics and images 
from each student are only a

small selection of the submitted 
proposals and are intended to be 
for illustrative purposes only.

The projects have been chosen by 
the urban design teaching team 
here at Manchester to represent 
the most accomplished projects 
and unfortunately due to space 
constraints not all student work is 
able to be included.

All images and graphics that appear in 
this Yearbook are property of University 
of Manchester. Images and graphics 
may not be copied, printed, reproduced 
or otherwise disseminated without 
express written permission by the 
publishers. 
© University of Manchester 2019

A MESSAGE
As this Yearbook would not have 
been possible without the hard 
work of all the students involved, 
the urban design teaching team 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank each student, regardless 
of inclusion in this document, for 
their energy, enthusiasm, and 
willingness to engage and learn. 
Well done to all on a successful 
year and we wish each and every 
one of you success in your future 
careers!

The Urban Design Team.

4 5
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URBAN DESIGN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

MSc URBAN DESIGN
MSc Urban Design and 
International Planning at 
University of Manchester is a 
1 year fully RTPI accredited 
programme that focuses on 
a specialist understanding 
of the relationship between 
urban design and planning and 
provides students with the core 
competencies and knowledge 
to specialise in the discipline of 
urban design.

The programme centres around 
an applied studio-based 
approach to teaching and 
learning, equipping students 
with the fundamentals of design, 
skills in design development and 
delivery across multiple scales, 

and technical knowledge within 
the core software’s utilised in 
professional practice.

THE DESIGN STUDIO
The university has a dedicated 
studio space for urban design 
students within the Humanities 
Bridgeford Street building that 
provides a consistent space to 
work on projects and collaborate 
with peers. Students are 
encouraged to work regularly in 
the studio to engage in critique 
with fellow students. The studio 
space includes a full range of 
equipment to assist in design 
and delivery including light 
boxes, drawing boards, technical 
equipment, panel boards to 
present work, personal storage 

facilities, and state-of the art 
teaching screens and software.

Design teaching takes place 
predominately in the studio and 
students work on their projects 
weekly under the supervision 
of the teaching team. Sessions 
involve short interactive lectures, 
technical workshops, and applied 
project based examples in which 
students work in groups to 
actively learn and develop core 
skills. Projects are also developed 
in studio time and progress is 
critiqued through a series of 
design crits at key stages to allow 
students to receive feedback on 
analysis and ideas.

Professional practitioners are 
also invited to run special studio 
workshops – this year has seen 
designers from Turley, OPEN, 
WYG, OMI Architects, and URBED 
deliver specialised sessions.

COMPUTER CLUSTERS
Adjacent the urban design studio 
two computer suites operate the 
latest design software’s free of use 
for students. Software packages 
available include Adobe Creative 
Suite (Ps, Ai, Id); Sketch-up, 
ArcGIS, and AutoCAD. Students 
are provided with a free year-long 
Adobe Creative Suite license.

PRINTING 
Urban design students have full 
use of a dedicated A0+ plotter and 
trimmer for printing and 

displaying project work. Design 
projects are presented at A1.

MODELLING
Urban Design at University of 
Manchester also operates its own 
physical modelling workshop 
which students engage with a 
different stages of the design 
process. Examples of student 
modelling work can be found 
within the Yearbook.

INFORMATION
If you are interested in a career 
in urban design and wish to find 
out more about the programme 
please visit: 
www.manchester.ac.uk/planning 
Or contact Programme Director 
Dr Philip Black
philip.black@manchester.ac.uk

TEACHING TEAM
The urban design teaching 
team consists of academic 
staff, technical staff and studio 
assistants.

Programme Director &
Lecturer in Urban Design
Dr Philip Black

Lecturers 
Mr Robert Phillips (Practitioner)
Dr Razieh Zandieh 

Technical Officer
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

Studio Assistants
Ms Amanda Briggs
Ms May Newisar

6 7
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            THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER URBAN DESIGN TOOLKIT

URBAN DESIGN TOOLKIT
The urban design toolkit is a 
bespoke series of hand-outs 
and videos designed to provide 
University of Manchester students 
with a free to use accessible 
resource to assist their urban 
design software skills and develop 
their techniques in a wide range 
of core urban design techniques, 
approaches, and methods. The 
Toolkit offers students outside the 
classroom learning opportunities 
in how to develop urban design 
analysis, ideas, and proposals.

The toolkit includes simple to use 
step-by-step guides through the 
core design software packages, 
including Illustrator, Photoshop, 

InDesign, Sketch-Up, and 
AutoCAD. It also has extensive 
hand sketching/drawing and 
technical drawing guidance. 
This is a unique and invaluable 
resource for students and is 
continually being updated and 
added too.

To compliment the toolkit 
urban design students are also 
provided with a series of technical 
workshops to develop their 
competencies in the core design 
software. These workshops are 
aimed at beginners and are 
designed to present how software 
is utilised in an urban design 
professional practice setting.

TOOLKIT AUTHORS
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
Mr Michael Martin

TOOLKIT EDITOR
Dr Philip Black

CONTRIBUTORS
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Nuno Pinto

9
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            THE URBAN DESIGN TECHNICAL SESSIONS             THE URBAN DESIGN TECHNICAL SESSIONS

TECHNICAL SESSIONS
The urban design technical 
sessions are a series of bespoke 
tutorials that take students 
through the various techniques 
of visualising information. The 
tutorials are more than simply 
software sessions. They are 
directly relevant to the materials 
presented in the urban design 
studio lectures in which students 
learn how to visualise what they 
learned. 

The sessions are split between 
the urban design studio and the 
dedicated computer clusters. 
Students use the software 
provided free by the university 
and have access to a range of 
equipment and tools.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
The urban design team here at 
University of Manchester has 
a full-time Technical Officer to 
assist students through their 
technical requirements. This 
involves the opportunity for 
one-to-one sessions; personal 
mentoring; and an online advice 
and guidance service for general 
trouble-shooting and more 
specific problems encountered.

All studio sessions are supported 
by our Technical Officer and 
a number of qualified studio 
assistants to ensure students 
have year-round support on all 
technical matters.

Technical Officer
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

Technical Assistants
Ms Amanda Briggs
Mr Michael Dimelow

10 11
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URBAN DESIGN STUDY TOUR OVERVIEW
This unit gives students the 
opportunity to study urban 
design and international planning 
in a European city. Students 
get to explore urban design 
responses within a international 
context, considering differences 
in development policies and 
planning frameworks. They also 
continue to develop their design 
skills regarding culturally sensitive 
and contextually responsive 
urban design approaches.

The recent field-trips have 
had a focus on heritage and 
conservation aspects.

VIENNA 2018
The fieldtrip in 2018 was to the city 
of Vienna, Austria. The students 
undertook a number of site visits 
and presentations from a range 
of professionals and academics. 
These included trips to Museums 
Quarter; Alt-Erlaa; Karl-Marx-Hoff; 
Seessadt; Mariahilfer Strasse; 
Business University; Donau City; 
Gasometers; and Nordbahnhoff.

During the trip students had the 
opportunity to spend studio time 
at TU Wien.

Previous trips have included 
Berlin; Barcelona; Dublin; 
Amsterdam;  Seattle; and Toronto.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Razieh Zandieh

STAFF ATTENDING	
Dr Philip Black
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
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Turley have sponsored the prize 
for Best Urban Design Project 
at University of Manchester since 
2017. 

Turley have a long standing 
relationship with the university 
and many of our ex-graduates are 
employed across the world with 
Turley. Turley, Manchester works 
closely with the Urban Design 
programme, delivering specialist 
workshops on a range of design 
issues and processes. 

The prize is awarded to the best 
overall design related project 
from a list of 8 nominees. 
Turley selected the winners and 
commendations during a day visit 
to assess the nominated projects.

The winning project and 
commendations are presented 
on the following pages.

WINNER 2019
Junyan Ye

COMMENDATIONS 2019
Shuo Zheng
Ateka Al Masrouri

NOMINATED 2019	
Fahad Alharbi
M. Mounir Aly
M. Mounir Aly (2)
Bohan Wang
Jordan Baldock              Prize 

14 15
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Student’s Name

Projects’ Name

              Prize 
WINNER            2019

The Turley Prize for Best Urban Design Project is 
the latest initiative in a long and fruitful relationship 
with University of Manchester. Turley is the UK’s leading 
employee-owned planning and design consultancy.

This years winner and the recipient of £150 for Best Urban 
Design Project is JUNYAN YE

“Junyan has produced a very accomplished and 
comprehensive design project on what is a difficult city 
centre site. Her clarity of analysis and thinking is clear, and 
the proposed intervention is both realistic and contextual. 
We particularly like her treatment of movement  within, 
through, and around the site.”
Turley, Manchester

        Harbour City, Salford
	 JUNYAN YE

16 17
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	 ATEKA AL MASROURI
Moss Side, Manchester

              Prize 
    Commendation                        2019

This year Turley have awarded two special 
commendations for projects shortlisted for the Turley 
Prize for Best Urban Design Project.

The first of these commendations is awarded to         
ATEKA AL MASROURI

“Ateka has shown a deftness of touch in her approach 
to this complex site that presents a series of challenges 
for any design solution. There is clear thinking regarding 
place and space whilst ensuring the strong frontage 
is retained. The design itself is both innovative and 
considerate of its potential users.”
Turley, Manchester

18 19
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SHUO ZHENG
	 Stockport Western Gateway, Manchester

              Prize 
    Commendation                        2019

This year Turley have awarded two special 
commendations for projects shortlisted for the Turley 
Prize for Best Urban Design Project.

The second of these commendations is awarded to  
SHUO ZHENG

“We enjoyed Shuo's bold approach in opening up the 
underused waterfront and linking through the large site 
to the existing transport and retail hubs. The treatment of 
urban blocks creates a series of connected public spaces 
that show a consideration of networked public realm.”
Turley, Manchester

20 21
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URBAN DESIGN STUDIO
This studio based module 
aims to introduce students to 
basic urban design analysis, it 
provides a framework of critical 
urban analysis at multiple scales 
and sets the foundations for 
the formation of urban design 
principles and practice. Students 
are expected to develop design, 
graphical and presentational skills 
to communicate urban design 
analysis and design proposals, as 
well as begin to think critically on 
form, space and process. 

The project involves a detailed 
design assessment of a 
neighbourhood within the 
Greater Manchester region were 
students illustrate a detailed 

understanding of the current 
condition and character of the 
location culminating in broad 
urban design opportunities and 
constraints model.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENORS
Mr Robert Phillips 
Dr Philip Black

DESIGN TUTOR
Dr Razieh Zandieh

TECHNICAL OFFICER	
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSIATNTS	
Ms May Newisar 
Ms Amanda Briggs
Mr Callum Campbell
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FAHAD ALHARBI
Bramhall, Stockport24 25



27

M.MOUNIR ALY
Heaton Chapel  26 27



29

YING HUANG
Stalybridge28 29



31

SHUO ZHENG
Hatersley30 31



33

XIANGYI HEJIAYUE ZHANG
Old Glossop Mossley Manchester32 33



35

ZHANGJIE LI KERRI FARNSWORTH
Atherton, Wigan 

Ops and ConsContextual Appraisal

Hartford Mill  34 35
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JUNYAN YE XUELI BAO
Bredbury Neighbourhood Analysis   Rose Hill Marple, Stockport 36 37
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This studio based module aims 
to reinforce, through applied 
practice, the main principles 
of urban design; skills of 
architectural observation and 
description; techniques for 
analysis of urban space; design 
policy and guidance; design and 
access statements; and urban 
design proposals and schemes. 
The project involved the delivery 
of a detailed urban design 
proposal on a city centre site 
(approx. 3-5 ha.) and a 3D physical 
model.

The unit aims to allow students 
to develop a project-oriented 
approach to urban design; 
apply site analysis techniques to 
support urban design proposals; 
explore urban design principles 

and their relationship 
with practice; design and 
communicate an urban design 
scaled intervention; and develop 
skills of design, presentation, and 
3D physical modelling.

A series of crits throughout the 
year assist students in progressing 
their analysis, ideas and eventual 
designs, and the final project 
must include a technical scaled 
drawing of the design scheme 
at 1:1000 or 1:500 scale and a 3D 
physical model.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Philip Black

DESIGN TUTORS	
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Razieh Zandieh

TECHNICAL OFFICER
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli	

STUDIO ASSISTANTS	
Ms Amanda Briggs
Ms May Newisar

URBAN DESIGN PROJECT
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	 M.MOUNIR ALY
Great Jackson Street, Manchester40 41



43

	 JORDAN BALDOCK 
Angel Gardens, Manchester42 43



45

	 LIN ZHAN
Hulme, Manchester44 45
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	 SHOU ZHENG
Irwell Riverside, Salford46 47



49

	 YICHEN HUANG
Irwell Riverside, Salford48 49



51

	 FAHAD ALHARBI
Cornbrook, Manchester50 51



53

	 HUMEIRAH OUGRADAR	
Moss Side, Manchester

Student’s Name

Projects’ Name

	 TENG FEI
Hulme, Manchester52 53
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	 MENGCI XIAO 	 RIHAM MADI
New Cross, Manchester Moss Side Gateway, Manchester54 55
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		  LIXIAO CHEN 	 YUMENG OUYANG
Moss Side, Manchester

Accessibility 

Green Space

Building Heights

First Street South, Manchester56 57
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		  YING HUANG BOHAN WANG
Deansgate, Manchester Red Bank, Manchester
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MASTERPLAN STUDIO This studio based unit aims to 
introduce students to the process 
of masterplanning, providing 
skills in analysis at larger scales; 
design option development and 
testing; working to a brief; and 
detailing a masterplan project 
design at 2D and illustrative 3D
.
The unit aims to provide 
advanced practice in urban 
design; consolidate the work 
on the interface of urban design 
and masterplanning scales; 
develop advanced graphical 
and presentation skills to deliver 
urban design projects; and 
develop a critical approach to 
the urban design process and a 
strong link between the theory 
and the practice of urban design.

The project asks for the delivery 
of a spatial masterplan design 
proposal for a selected 18-25 
hectare site. A series of crits 
assists students throughout the 
year in developing their analysis 
and design. The final submission 
includes a detailed strategic 
framework, design options, a 
technical scaled masterplan, 
2D and 3D visualisations, and a 
considered implementation plan. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Philip Black

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips

TECHNICAL OFFICER
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSISTANT
Ms Amanda Briggs

UNIT CONTRIBUTORS
Urban Imprint	
WYG
Optimised Environments

60 61
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	 M.MOUNIR ALY
	 Ashton, Manchester62 63
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	 JUNYAN YE
        Harbour City, Salford64 65



67

	 BOHAN WANG
	 Media City, Salford66 67



69

	 JOSS STOTT
        Ashton, Greater Manchester68 69



71

	 FAHAD ALHARBI
	 Trafford Wharf70 71



73

	 YING HUANG
	 Hyde, Manchester 
72 73
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Student’s Name

Projects’ Name

	 JORDAN BALDOCK
	 Stretford Town Centre

	 YILIN CHEN
	 Stockport Gateway74 75
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	 MENTING JIA 	 ATEKA AL MASROURI
	 Harbour City, Salford 		 Trafford Wharf76 77
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JOSS STOTT  

Building Sustainability and Resilience into 
the Urban Design Process: A Master Plan for 
Pivotal Waterfront Site at Pomona Island  
 Supervisor: Dr. Philip Black  

 

This design dissertation aimed to provide a full masterplan 
for the contested waterfront site of Pomona Island, 
Manchester. 

The project was based around providing a sustainable 
and resilient approach, through identifying appropriate 
urban design principles, best practice case studies, and 
considering sustainable practices in regeneration schemes. 

The design framework focused on a series of critical 
guidelines identified through the research approach - these 
were Ecology and Green Infrastructure; Blue Infrastructure 
and Climate Change; Control and Governance; Connectivity, 
Coherence and Legibility; Sustainability; and Heritage and 
Historical Significance. 

	 Pomona Island, Manchester80 81
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M. MOUNIR ALY

Urban Design Interventions in Informal 
Settlements
 Supervisor: Dr. Philip Black  

 
This design dissertation sought to create a redevelopment 
masterplan for the informal areas of Maspero in 
Cairo, Egypt that promotes upgrading and integrating 
approaches over eviction, through comprehensive analysis 
and understanding the characteristics of the site, existing 
literature, policies, and best practice cases. Attempting to 
ensure the greater context of the city is considered and 
address social inequality and exclusiveness through design 
intervention in the informal settlements. 

The masterplan framework identified 4 key objectives - 
Upgrade; Integrate; Empower; and Reinforce. 

	 Maspero, Cairo82 83
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FAHAD ALHARBI

Towards Walkable Cities in Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia
The Case of Al Masif Neighbourhood- Riyadh    
Supervisor: Dr. Razieh Zandieh 

 

This design dissertation focused on addressing walkability 
in Al-Masif neighbourhood, Saudi Arabia, proposing an 
urban design scheme and framework that encourages 
residents to walk and cycle.

Objectives included the need to better understand and 
consider the climate conditions of Riyadh; identify urban 
design factors related to walkability; analyse the site 
through secondary and primary approaches to develop an 
appropriate and contextual framework; and to present a 
technical masterplan that considers the issues of density, 
mixed-use activities, transport and infrastructure, traffic 
management, pedestrian safety, and green space.

	 Riyadh, Saudi Arabia84 85
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ELLIE FORSHAW

Improving Mental Health and Well Being in Urban Residential Areas through 
Urban Design: A Redevelopment Masterplan in Middleton    
Supervisor: Dr. Razieh Zandieh

The aim of this dissertation was to provide a redevelopment masterplan conducive to improving mental health and well-being for an industrial site 
in Middleton, Rochdale. 
The strategic design framework informing this masterplan was based on the critical principles of history and heritage; green space; active space; 
density; diversity; destination accessibility; transport and infrastructure; safety and security; public realm; architectural design; neighbourhood 
design; and legibility.

	 Middleton, Rochdale86 87



89

            

JUNYAN YE

URBAN DESIGN INTERVENTIONS IN THE PUBLIC 
REALM OF MANCHESTER CHINA TOWN  
Supervisor: Dr.  Taki Eddin Sonbli 

Manchester Chinatown is major cultural and economic complex located in the core area of Manchester city centre. While it is a widely-recognised 
cultural and ethnic quarter that attracts an increasing number of visitors worldwide, it requires extra attention and a pragmatic regeneration scheme 
to bring pleasant and safe environment back to the neighbourhood, and to continue fulfilling its role serving the wider socio-economic context. 
This research unfolds how urban design has contributed or hindered the proper functioning and appreciation of the area, with a specific focus on the 
public realm, and identifies the opportunities and constraints Chinatown embraces today, and then seeks design interventions accordingly.

	 Chinatown, Manchester
88 89
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SHUO ZHENG

Life with Water: Revitalization Masterplan for a Waterfront Site
A Case in Media City, Manchester   
Supervisor: Dr.  Phillip Black

This study aimed to arrive at effective principles and guidelines to generate a revitalisation masterplan for the decayed industrial waterfront site 
opposite Media City, Manchester. The study remodels the physical and spatial conditions of the site to enliven the social and living environment of the 
whole neighbourhood and community through establishing entertaining public realm and vibrant new spaces. 

The framework adopted was based around 9 critical principles. 1. Heritage conservation; 2. Accessibility & connectivity; 3. Land use & function; 4. 
Open & public space; 5. Landscape & green space; 6. Environment & flooding; 7. Industrial regeneration; 8. Cultural heritage; and 9. Identity & legibility.

	 Media City, UK90 91
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ATEKA AL MASROURI 

URBAN DESIGN INTERVENTIONS IN THE PUBLIC 
REALM OF MANCHESTER CHINA TOWN  
Supervisor: Dr.  Taki Eddin Sonbli 

THE REDESIGN OF MUTRAH'S WATERFRONT
Supervisor: Dr.  Phillip Black

This dissertation proposes a masterplan design for Mutrah waterfront, Oman. The study assesses the historical urban development patterns of Mutrah 
compared with wider region trends. This was followed by an overview of key ideas from a variety of literature and policy pertaining to Mutrah as a 
waterfront, a cultural tourist destination and a city with a strong character of Arabic-Muslim city-planning ideology. The physical attributes to the 
study site are expanded through an urban design analysis. All of this informs a set of guidelines to drive the proposed design interventions. The design 
seeks to provide a lively urban setting that is compatible with the unique context of Mutrah. 

	 Mutrah, Oman92 93
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3D PHYSICAL MODELS 

Urban Design Studio: The Modelling Workshop

The PEM Urban Design Model 
Making Workshop caters 
for students undertaking 
Urban Design at University of 
Manchester. The workshop 
offer facilities and advice for the 
production of scale development 
and presentation models for use 
in student projects. The workshop 
offers a range of equipment to 
allow students to both soft and 
hard model their design analysis, 
options, and final proposals.

The aim is to continually develop 
the facility in line with industry 
standards and equip students 
with a good understanding of 
contemporary and traditional 
approaches to making.

Urban Design students produce 
scaled models (1:750 or 1:1000) 
to be submitted alongside their 
Urban Deign Project proposal. It 
is an excellent way for students 
to visualise their ideas and 
designs in three dimensions 
and acts as a developmental 
as well as representational and 
presentational tool.

Due to space constraints in the Yearbook 
only a small selection of the models 
from this year can be showcased.

MODEL LEADS
Dr Philip Black
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE	
Mr Michael Dimelow
Ms Jouliana Tanous

94 95
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	 YUMENG OUYANG	
Lincoln Square, Manchester

		  JUNYAN YE
Chinatown, Manchester96 97
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	 ATEKA AL MASROURI
Mutrah, Oman

	 CHING-JUNG CHEN
Piccadilly Basin, Manchester98 99
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		  DUAN AMENG
Hulme, Manchester

	 LEI FENG
Northern Quarter Corner Site100 101
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URBAN DESIGN TEACHING MATERIAL
Manchester
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