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MUD-Lab YEARBOOK 2021
This Yearbook has been designed 
to showcase the urban design 
project work from the MSc 
Urban Design & International 
Planning programme within the 
Manchester Urban Design LAB 
[University of Manchester]. All 
graphics are student’s own work.

The Yearbook is divided into 
project types based on the core 
urban design modules that 
students undertake, covering 
proposals on neighbourhood 
analysis; small city centre design 
interventions; large/medium 
scale masterplans; and research 
focused design dissertation 
projects. The graphics and images 
from each student are only a

small selection of the submitted 
proposals and are intended to be 
for illustrative purposes only.

The projects have been chosen 
by the MUD-Lab teaching team 
here at Manchester to represent 
the most accomplished projects 
and unfortunately due to space 
constraints not all student work is 
able to be included.

All images and graphics that appear in 
this Yearbook are property of University 
of Manchester. Images and graphics 
may not be copied, printed, reproduced 
or otherwise disseminated without 
express written permission by the 
publishers. 
© University of Manchester 2021

A MESSAGE
As this Yearbook would not have 
been possible without the hard 
work of all the students involved, 
the MUD-Lab teaching team 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank each student, regardless 
of inclusion in this document, for 
their energy, enthusiasm, and 
willingness to engage and learn.  
Given the issues of 2020 and the 
COVID pandemic it is particularly 
impressive the work each student 
managed to produce. Well done 
to all on a successful year and we 
wish each and every one of you 
success in your future careers!

The MUD-Lab Team.
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THE MUD-Lab
The Manchester Urban Design 
LAB is a new venture within the 
University of Manchester. This 
Lab has been set up to reinforce 
a studio design-culture; provide 
increased visibility to the urban 
design work happening at the 
University; to act as a resource 
for staff in research and teaching; 
and brand the wealth of resources 
both physical and digital we offer 
all students who choose to come 
and study with us. 

CULTURE
We promote and teach an applied 
studio-based technical approach 
to urban design, using traditional 
design skills across multiple 
scales. We achieve this through 
our dedicated staff and wide 
ranging resources.

RESOURCES
We offer both staff and students 
a range of world-class physical 
and digital resources including 
our design studio, 3D model 
workshop, printer studio, MUD-
Lab Toolkit, Urban Design Live, 
Applied Technical Skills, and a 
growing list of published research 
and work including peer-reviewed 
articles, books, and podcasts.

PROFESSIONAL FOCUS
At MUD-Lab we aim to educate 
students ready for the world of 
professional practice. To achieve 
this we work closely with the 
industry and have relationships 
with a number of major 
design practices in the UK and 
internationally including Pegasus 
Group; LDA Design; Turley; WYG; 
Gillespies; AECOM; Atkins Global; 
and OPEN.

MUD-Lab DIRECTOR / UDIP 
Programme Director
Dr Philip Black

MUD-Lab Manager / Technical 
Lead
Dr Taki Sonbli

Lecturers 
Mr Robert Phillips (Practitioner)
Dr Razieh Zandieh 
Dr Ian Mell

Studio Assistant
Ms Aya Badawy

INFORMATION
If you are interested in a career in 
urban design or wish to find out 
more about MUD-Lab  please visit: 
www.manchester.ac.uk/planning 
Or contact MUD-Lab Director 
Dr Philip Black
philip.black@manchester.ac.uk

6 7
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DIGITAL RESOURCES
The Manchester Urban Design 
LAB has a strong digital offering 
for both staff and students. This 
includes a series of initiatives 
such as the MUD-Lab Toolkit; 
Urban Design Live; Online 
technical series; research and 
other outputs. 

These digital resources sit 
alongside our extensive physical 
facilities to ensure we are 
providing a first-lass learning 
environment and student 
experience.  Our aim at the 
MUD-Lab is to allow students to 
learn and engage in a variety of 
different ways, recognising that 
each individual responds in their 
own unique way. 

MUD-LAB TOOLKIT
Explained in greater detail 
elsewhere - MUD-Lab Toolkit 
is a one-of-a-kind series of 
booklets and videos that 
provide an accessible resource 
to assist students urban design 
software skills and develop their 
techniques in a wide range of 
core urban design techniques, 
approaches, and methods. 

URBAN DESIGN LIVE
A new initiative a response to 
the 2020 COVID pandemic and 
the need for increased remote 
teaching. Urban Design Live was 
designed to provide students with 
a series of skills based videos that 
showcase urban design analysis 
techniques. These You-Tube style 
tutorials proved a  success and 
have been retained as a critical 
learning resource for 2021.

RESEARCH AND PUBLISHING
The staff within MUD-Lab 
includes a number of world-
class academics publishing at 
the forefront of urban design, 
planning, governance, healthy 
cities, and green infrastructure. 
This research and the associated 
publications shape much of 
the teaching on the MSc UDIP 
programme. Two recent examples 
of this in practice are the podcast 
series 'D+L Tapes'; and the 2019 
book 'The Urban Design Process'.

D+L TAPES
A 10 part podcast series lead by  
MUD-Lab staff Dr Philip Black 
and Dr Ian Mell and sponsored 
by Pegasus Group. Looking at 
the relationship between urban 
design and landscape across 
major cities in the UK through a 
series of case study discussions 
and interviews. 

THE URBAN DESIGN PROCESS
Published in 2019 by Lund 
Humphries Ltd. this text, by Dr 
Philip Black and Dr Taki Sonbli] 
was the MUD-Lab response to 
the need for a structured, yet 
flexible, framework that enable 
students to practice urban design 
within a limited year-long time-
frame of the MSc programme. 
The process structures a 
contextually responsive approach 
to understanding and designing 
place, and allows students to 
develop projects along a logical 
pathway, yet still requires flexible 
and creative approaches, thinking 
and a full commitment to engage 
and deliver. The process acts as a 
road map for student designers 
that informs and provides 
contextual information and clues 
to help shape design, as well as 

a robust framework for evaluating 
design decisions. It seeks to 
better equip the designer with 
the necessary contextual detail 
to make appropriate decisions 
and avoid generic or context-less 
results.

The purpose of urban design 
education should be to produce 
the next generation of well-
equipped knowledgeable and 
passionate urban designers who 
will make a genuine contribution 
to the health of the planet and 
quality of life for those who 
inhabit it. Cities are complex and 
constantly evolving organisms 
and designers must be ready to 
respond to existing and emerging 
challenges. Here at the MUD-Lab 
we aim to prepare students to face 
issues of today, and tomorrow.

8 9
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PHYSICAL RESOURCES
At the Manchester Urban Design 
LAB we are proud to offer a wide 
range of physical resources for 
our students and staff to utilise. 
These physical spaces are 
managed by the MUD-Lab team 
- should you have any queries in 
relation to them please contact 
MUD-Lab Manager Dr Taki Sonbli 
[taki.sonbli@manchester.ac.uk]

These facilities ensure 
Manchester Urban Design LAB 
is offering a world-leading 
urban design experience and 
education. We are continually 
upgrading and enhancing these 
resources and in conjunction 
with our digital resources and 
other outputs ensure MUD-Lab 
remains at the cutting edge of 
technology and pedagogy.

THE DESIGN STUDIO
The MUD-Lab has a dedicated 
studio space for urban design  
students within the Humanities 
Bridgeford Street building that 
provides a consistent space to 
work on projects and collaborate 
with peers. Students are 
encouraged to work regularly in 
the studio to engage in critique 
with fellow students. The studio 
space includes a full range of 
equipment to assist in design 
and delivery including light 
boxes, drawing boards, technical 
equipment, panel boards to 
present work, personal storage 
facilities, and state-of the art 
teaching screens and software.

The studio also acts as a space of 
MUD-Lab students to relax and 
work privately and in groups on 
their projects. 

Design teaching takes place 
predominately in the studio and 
students work on their projects 
weekly under the supervision 
of the teaching team. Sessions 
involve short interactive lectures, 
technical workshops, and applied 
project based examples in which 
students work in groups to 
actively learn and develop core 
skills. 

COMPUTER CLUSTERS
Adjacent the MUD-Lab Studio we 
have a 100 seat computer cluster 
teaching room. This space allows 
us to teach all the necessary 
software skills in an ideal learning 
environment. Each of the 100 
computers is pre-loaded with 
the main software required. Our 
Technical Lead [Dr Taki Sonbli] 
assists students through their 
technical development with 
support by a range of qualified 
studio assistants.

MUD-Lab also provides all 
enrolled students with their own 
personal year-long licences in 
Adobe Creative Suite; AutoCAD; 
and Sketch-Up to allow them 
to work independently and 
effectively off campus. 

MUD-Lab MODEL WORKSHOP
In past years the MUD-Lab has 
worked closely with B.15 Model 
Workshop to allow students to 
engage in physical modelling 
as part of their urban design 
process. As of 2021 however we 
have secured funding to design, 
develop, and launch our own 
Manchester Urban Design LAB 
Model Workshop, positioned 
opposite our existing Studio and 
computer clusters.

The workshop is equipped 
with world-class model making 
machinery and materials 
including a large-format laser 
cutter; 3D printer; spray booth; 
and a wide range of other tools 
and resources.  

PRINT STUDIO
A dedicated printer resource 
studio is equipped with A0+ 
plotter; A0+ paper guillotine; 
binding machines; and 
presentation panels. This 
studio ensures all students 
have the support to print their 
design projects and present 
professionally at both crits and 
final submissions and defences. 

10 11



13

MUD-Lab TOOLKIT
The MUD-Lab toolkit is a bespoke 
series of hand-outs and videos 
designed to provide University of 
Manchester students with a free to 
use accessible resource to assist 
their urban design software skills 
and develop their techniques 
in a wide range of core urban 
design techniques, approaches, 
and methods. The Toolkit offers 
students outside the classroom 
learning opportunities in how to 
develop urban design analysis, 
ideas, and proposals.

The toolkit includes simple to use 
step-by-step guides through the 
core design software packages, 
including Illustrator, Photoshop, 

InDesign, Sketch-Up, Twin-
Motion, and AutoCAD. It also 
has extensive hand sketching/
drawing and technical drawing 
guidance. This is a unique and 
invaluable resource for students 
and is continually being updated 
and added too.

To compliment the toolkit 
urban design students are also 
provided with a series of technical 
workshops to develop their 
competencies in the core design 
software. These workshops are 
aimed at beginners and are 
designed to present how software 
is utilised in an urban design 
professional practice setting.

TOOLKIT AUTHORS
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
Mr Robert Phillips
Dr Philip Black

TOOLKIT SERIES EDITOR
Dr Philip Black

TOOLKIT GRAPHICS EDITOR
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

13



15            URBAN DESIGN APPLIED SKILLS

TECHNICAL SESSIONS
The urban design applied 
technical skills sessions are 
a year-long series of bespoke 
workshops that take students 
through the various techniques 
of visualising information. 
The workshops are more than 
simply software sessions, with 
sketching and technical drawing 
playing a key role also. They are 
directly relevant to the materials 
presented in the urban design 
studio lectures in which students 
learn how to visualise what they 
learned. 

The sessions are split between 
the urban design studio and the 
dedicated computer clusters. 
Students use the softwares 
provided free by the university 
and have access to a range of 
equipment and tools.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
The urban design team here at 
University of Manchester has 
a full-time Technical Lead to 
assist students through their 
technical requirements. This 
involves the opportunity for 
one-to-one sessions; personal 
mentoring; and an online advice 
and guidance service for general 
trouble-shooting and more 
specific problems encountered.

All studio sessions are supported 
by our Technical Lead and a 
number of qualified studio 
assistants to ensure students 
have year-round support on all 
technical matters.

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli 
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URBAN DESIGN
&

INT. PLANNING

MSc UDIP
Launched in September 
2015 our MSc Urban Design 
and International Planning 
programme has gone from 
strength to strength. In our 6th 
year we now accept 60+ students 
each year to study with us, and 
have graduated more than 200 
students. 

The MUD-Lab's MSc UDIP at 
University of Manchester is a 1 year 
[2 year P/T] fully RTPI accredited 
programme that focuses on 
a specialist understanding 
of the relationship between 
urban design and planning and 
provides students with the core 
competencies and knowledge 
to specialise in the discipline of 
urban design.

The programme centres around 
an applied studio-based 
approach to teaching and 
learning, equipping students 
with the fundamentals of design, 
skills in design development and 
delivery across multiple scales, 
and technical knowledge within 
the core software’s utilised in 
professional practice.

Students get to choose a 
specialist pathway when they 
enter semester 2 of their studies 
- focusing on either a balance of 
urban design and planning, or 
a full urban design experience 
including a design dissertation. 
Each student on MSc UDIP will 
develop their own personal 
design portfolio upon completion 
of the programme.

CORE MODULES	
Urban Design Studio 
International Urban Design 
International Planning Systems 
Urban Design Project
UDIP Study Tour
Dissertation [Regular OR Design]

OPTIONAL MODULES	
Masterplan Studio
Design for Healthy Places
Urban Regeneration
Land and Economy
GI and Sustainable Cities
Cities of the South
Future Cities
Infrastructure Planning
Design Futures Studio

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR	
Dr Philip Black
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SITE VISITS
2020 proved a difficult year for 
effectively bringing students 
onto site and visiting case studies 
and best practice examples. The 
COVID pandemic certainly tested 
our imagine in how we ensured 
students experienced their sites 
and understood the importance 
of first-hand observation and 
evaluation. 

We introduced a series of digital 
study tours to allow staff to break 
down projects from across the 
world and expose students to an 
array of different contexts and 
design approaches. Our great 
hope is that 2021 will allow us 
to get back on site and back 
to exploring our great places 
and spaces in Manchester and 
beyond!

UDIP STUDY TOUR +
All MUD-Lab students who enrol 
on the MSc UDIP programme 
get to opportunity to join us 
on a core Study Tour - in the 
past we have visited Barcelona, 
Berlin, and Vienna. This module 
sees us explore urban design 
responses within international 
contexts, considering differences 
in development policies and 
planning frameworks. It is also the 
chance to continue developing 
skills regarding culturally sensitive 
and contextually responsive 
urban design approaches. 

The most recent trip to Vienna had 
a particular focus on heritage and 
conservation aspects. We were 
hosted by a wide range of local 
academics and practitioners.

The official European study 
tour is not the only time we 
venture beyond the studio! 
We have regular walking tours 
within Manchester - a living 
laboratory of urban renewal 
and development schemes; 
we have an annual residential 
trip to another major UK city to 
expose students to urban design 
ideas and principles, recent trips 
include Newcastle, Belfast, and 
Edinburgh; and through our 
semester opening ateliers we take 
day trips to consider sites outside 
of Manchester - with Liverpool a 
favoured destination. 

MUD-Lab attracts students from 
all over the globe and each brings 
their own unique experience and 
enhances the wider learning for 
all.

18 19
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Since 2020 Pegasus Group have 
kindly sponsored the MUD-Lab  
Best Urban Design Project at 
University of Manchester . The 
award this year was assessed by 
Andrew Gilsenan, Urban Design 
Associate at Pegasus Manchester.

Pegasus Group is a leading 
national development 
consultancy specialising in 
planning, design, environment, 
economics and heritage. Its 
masterplanning and urban design 
team excellence in providing 
distinctive, integrated, and 
sustainable developments that 
are based on a firm understanding 
of existing movement networks, 
the existing landscape and the 
surrounding urban fabric. 

The winning project and 
commendations are presented 
on the following pages.

WINNER 2021
Anita Collins

COMMENDATIONS 2021
Yusong Zhou
Megan Swift

	

Award

20 21
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This year the winner of the Pegasus Group Award for 
Best Urban Design Project goes to Anita Collins

“This is a well-presented plan showing detailed analysis 
and context that has positively informed the final design 
for the site. The use of space works well with public 
space offering a meaningful contribution to the urban 
fabric, and private space well defended and properly 
located. The final design is well considered, effectively 
communicated and demonstrates excellent knowledge 
of the design process. It is therefore a worthy winner of 
this year’s Pegasus Group Award.”
Andrew Gilsenan, Pegasus Group Manchester

Winner
2021

ANITA COLLINS
Rochdale Road, Manchester22 23
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This year Pegasus Group have awarded two special 
commendations for projects shortlisted for the 
Pegasus Award for Best Urban Design Project.

The first of these commendations is awarded to  
Yusong Zhou

“This project used fantastic visual design to show the 
potential design of the site, demonstrating a clear 
understanding of well-designed urban neighbourhoods. 
The massing and layout afford clear legibility, enhancing 
the sense of place.”
Andrew Gilsenan, Pegasus Group Manchester

Commendation
2021

YUSONG ZHOU
Rochdale Road, Manchester 24 25
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MEGAN SWIFT
Bell Vue

This year Pegasus Group have awarded two special 
commendations for projects shortlisted for the 
Pegasus Award for Best Urban Design Project.

The second of these commendations is awarded to  
Megan Swift

“This piece demonstrated a great understanding of the 
design analysis process and created a logically and well-
designed scheme. The ideas are well communicated 
with good use of visual aids to communicate the vision 
for the site.”
Andrew Gilsenan, Pegasus Group Manchester

Commendation
2021

26 27
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LDA Urban Design Dissertation Prize

Prize

Since 2020 we have worked 
closely with LDA Design to 
offer the LDA Urban Design 
Dissertation Prize. 

LDA Design are an independent 
consultancy of urban designers, 
landscape architects and 
planners with a single mission: to 
create great places and shape the 
world around us for the better. 

The top design dissertations 
from the year are nominated 
for consideration before being 
assessed by a dedicated team at 
LDA Design led by Mark Graham.

This year LDA Design awarded 
both a winning project, and given 
the quality of the submissions also 
a commendation. The winning 
project and commendation are 
presented on the following pages.

WINNER 2021
Joseph Greenhalgh

Commendation 2021
Zhuotong Shen

28 29
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Queer-Led Regeneration 
 Supervisor: Dr. Philip Black

Dissertation Title
Queer-Led Regeneration in Manchester's Gay Village

The study aimed to build on culture-led regeneration 
but with a specific focus on the sub-culture of queer 
urban communities. The overarching aims of the project 
were identity and safety. Gay Villages have a strong and 
unique character that are often overlooked in literature 
on urban identity. 

The historic oppression of queer communities has 
made these spaces vital in the fight for equality, and 
whilst attitudes towards queer communities have 
relaxed in many developed nations in recent years, 
homophobia and transphobia are still rife, even in the 
UK with hate crimes on the rise. The challenge of this 
design dissertation is to demonstrate how Manchester’s 
Gay Village can be sensitively regenerated ensuring the 
identity and safety of the queer community is not only 
maintained, but strengthened, whilst integrating into 
the city’s wider development. 

Winner
2021

JOSEPH GREENHALGH
Queer-Led Regeneration - Manchester30 31
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ZHUOTONG SHEN
Design for Coastal Resilience - Ireland

Design for Coastal Resilience  
 Supervisor: Mr. Mark Graham

Dissertation Title
Design for Coastal Resilience: Blackrock-Seapoint 
Beach, Dublin, Ireland

In the face of the challenges posed by climate change, 
climate resilience-based solutions are often viewed as 
the most effective climate adaptation strategy. Climate 
resilience covers a number of aspects related to coastal 
protection engineering and landscape design. This 
design dissertation aimed to explore the contribution 
of urban design and planning to coastal responses for 
cities at risk, including the introduction of resilient green 
and blue infrastructure, and the provision of walk-able 
safe public spaces for people and communities in these 
areas - seeking to provide more robust, future-proof 
liveable neighbourhoods. The case study site is the 
coastline from Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown, in southeast 
Dublin, Ireland. 

Commendation

2021

32 33
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This studio based module 
aims to introduce students to 
basic urban design analysis, it 
provides a framework of critical 
urban analysis at multiple scales 
and sets the foundations for 
the formation of urban design 
principles and practice. Students 
are expected to develop design, 
graphical and presentational skills 
to communicate urban design 
analysis and design proposals, as 
well as begin to think critically on 
form, space and process. 

The project involves a detailed 
design assessment of a 
neighbourhood within the Greater 
Manchester region were students 
illustrate a detailed 

understanding of the current 
condition and character of the 
location culminating in broad 
urban design opportunities and 
constraints model.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENERS
Mr Robert Phillips 
Dr Philip Black

TECHNICAL LEAD	
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSISTANTS	
Ms Aya Badawy

URBAN DESIGN STUDIO
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SIQI RUAN
IRWELL, MANCHESTER36 37
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OLIVIA CARR
Dantzic St, Manchester

OLIVIA CARR
Bromley St. , Manchester 38 39
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LUCY CHESTER
Irwell, Manchester 40 41
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YUSONG ZHOU
Rochdale Road, Manchester 42 43
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ERIN MASON
Lower Irk Valley, Manchester 

MINGZE HUANG
Rochdale Road, Manchester 44 45
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WEI QU ZICHUN YE
Irwell, Manchester Trinity Way, Manchester 46 47
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This studio based module aims 
to reinforce, through applied 
practice, the main principles 
of urban design; skills of 
architectural observation and 
description; techniques for 
analysis of urban space; design 
policy and guidance; design and 
access statements; and urban 
design proposals and schemes. 
The project involved the delivery 
of a detailed urban design 
proposal on a city centre site 
(approx. 3-5 ha.) and a 3D physical 
model.

The unit aims to allow students 
to develop a project-oriented 
approach to urban design; 
apply site analysis techniques to 
support urban design proposals; 
explore urban design principles 

and their relationship 
with practice; design and 
communicate an urban design 
scaled intervention; and develop 
skills of design, presentation, and 
3D physical modelling.

A series of crits throughout the 
year assist students in progressing 
their analysis, ideas and eventual 
designs, and the final project 
must include a technical scaled 
drawing of the design scheme 
at 1:1000 or 1:500 scale and a 3D 
physical model.

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Philip Black

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli	

STUDIO ASSISTANTS	
Ms Aya Badawy

URBAN DESIGN PROJECT

48 49
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MEGAN SWIFT
Dantzic St,  Manchester50 51
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JOSEPH GREENHALGH
River Irk, Manchester 52 53
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OLIVIA CARR
Dantzic St, Manchester54 55
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	 WEI QU
River Irwell, Manchester  

	 MINGZE HUANG
Rochdale Road, Manchester56 57
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SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Residential developing area

Residential developing area

OBJECTIVES

CONCEPT 1

CONCEPT 2

DESIGN STRATEGY
1.  Enhance the accessibility of the site and connectivity with surrounding 

area，especially with city center. 

2.  Encourage a new mix-use neighborhood and high-quality environment, 

while respect the industrial  legacy of the area and historical story

3.  Utilizie green infrastructure as a method to build a more sustainable 

neignborhood.

4.  Enhance key view and make better use of topology of the site.

5.  Create high-quality public realm with inclusive design.

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Improve and use the existing small-scale 
green space in the site to form a sustainable 
green infrastructure and public space 
network with the surrounding green space

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Residential

Commercial

Lively

Quiet

The functional layout changes from south to 
north, from public to private, and from lively 
to quiet due to the surrounding conditions.

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Improve enclosure in Gould Street and 
create active frontages main road.Create 
better connection to city center.

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

50M

33M

Altitude difference could be utilized for 
wider horizen and rainfall collection, and 
simultaneously, avoiding restriction for 
pratical design.

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Residential developing area

Residential developing area

Residential developing area

To create a mix-use development relating 
to the planning framework, mainly develop 
residential and commercial for providing 
service.

mix use ( retail and office)

mix use ( retail, office  and hotel) 

residential ( ground floor retail and leisure)

potential open space

historical asset

Residential developing area

Residential developing area

St. Michael’s Flags
and Angle Meadow 
Park Key view

Public realm for access

key view to St. Catherine’s Park

connection to city center

N.O.M.A
Manchester Victoria

access

Liner green space

Concept2-mixed-use community core

1. Listed building at the edge corner of the site is remained. 
2. Due to the fact that the site is near the important transport hub and 
surrounded by residential developing area, it’s positive to provide variable 
uses in the site including retails, leisure, office, hotel and mainly residential to 
promote commercial opportunities.
3. Adequate active ground-floor frontages could be provided.
4. Open space as access to the site is created towards Rochdale Road to bring 
more footfall.
5. Strengthen the connection to the N.O.M.A and St. Michael’s Park to bring 
more footfall.
6. Enhance permeability to achieve easier accessibility.
7. Use key views combining with public realm to improve legibility in this 
fragmentary area.

CROSS SECTION A-A

- liner public realm combined with topography  - Guadually increasing buiding height 
   provide key view to Irk vally.
  

OPTION 1 PREFERRED OPTION

OPTION 2

SIJ
Unive anchester

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 m
No 6:15

Make good use of historical buildings to 
show the local identity and historical story.

A

A

A

A

B

B B

B

C

C

C

C

D

D

D

D

E

E

E

E

F

F

F

F

G

G

G

G

St. Catherine’s Park

Residential developing area

Residential developing area

Irk River
Grade Ⅱ listed Bridge

mix use ( retail and office)

residential ( ground floor retail and leisure)

historical asset

potential open space

key view to St. Catherine’s Park

connection to city center

N.O.M.A
Manchester Victoria

Provide comfortable 
enclosure

Key view

Liner green space

St. Michael’s Flags
and Angle Meadow 
Park

Concept1-sustainable residential neighborhood	

1. Enhance the connection to the Irk river and St. Catherine’s  Park  by 
making easier access for residents.
2. Make full use of the original fragmented green space in and near the site 
to create a connection with the high-quality Meadow. Develop the retained 
green space to a small open space for community in order to improve 
the uncomfortable enclosure in Gould Street and provide a better living 
environment.
3. Create active frontages towards main road and western neighborhood to 
provide service.
4. Enhance the connection with N.O.M.A , city center and main transport 
hub.
5. Use height difference as a design driver.

Assessment:
1. Option1 developed from Concept 1, the function of the land is relatively simple.
2. As a residential-led option, its GI network is specially  strengthened by the routes, connecting to the Irk 
river. Develop the retained green space to a liner walkable space  in order to improve the uncomfortable 
enclosure in Gould Street, to connect to the Irk river and provide a better living environment. However, the 
main connective central  public realm is weakened.
3. Considering the walkability and edge condition to cross the railway barrier, people in site tend to access  
the closer Angle Meadow. Therefore, the new route connecting to the Irk river seems unnecessary.
4. Link most of the historical assets. Remain the  listed building in site.

Assessment:
1. create a mixed- use development.
2. GI network is strengthened.Develop the retained green space to a small open space for community in 
order to improve the uncomfortable enclosure in Gould Street and provide a better living environment. 
However, the main connective public realm is weakened.
3. Exisiting route in site becomes a service route and the only vehicle route in the site, which weakened 
the pedestrian movement from western and eastern residential developing area. Permeability is 
decreased.
4.Utilize height difference to create high-quality public realm.
5. Link most of the historical asset.

Enhance permeability.

Building details 
A 
-Two storey
-Retail/cafe/restaurant
B
-3 storey
-ground floor retail
-1-2 storey office
C
-ground floor leisure
-1-3 storey residential
D
-ground floor leisure
-1-3 storey residential
E/F
-residential block
-ground floor retail/leisure
-with semi private garden

Building details 
A 
-Two storey
-Retail/cafe/restaurant
B
-3 storey
-ground floor retail
-1-2 storey office
C
-ground floor leisure
-1-5 storey hotel
D
-ground floor leisure
-1-3 storey residential
E/F/G
-residential block
-ground floor retail/leisure
H
residential block with roof 
garden and semi private 
garden

Building details 
A 
-Two storey
-Retail/cafe/restaurant

B
-3 storey
-ground floor retail
-1-2 storey office

C
-ground floor leisure
-mix use
-Office/Leisure/Hotel

D
-ground floor retail
-1-3 storey residential

E/F/G
-residential block
-ground floor retail/leisure
- with roof garden and semi 
private garden
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G

H

C

D
E

F

-Roof garden provides key 
view to green space

-Access to N.O.M.A and 
green space
-Chamfered corner

-Water feature as an end to the   
main liner public realm
-A small landmark/node
-Water from GI rain collection

-Potential landmark 

-GI buffer to prevent noise 
from railway

Stairs combined with inclusive 
design to adapt to the height 
difference

GI buffer to prevent 
noise from 
vehicle road

Landscape landmark

-Grade Ⅱ listed building landmark
-Low-rised block(two storeys) is 
well combined with grade Ⅱ listed 
building.

Gould Quarter - Preferred Option

SIJIE WANG
Rochdale Road, Manchester

SIQI RUAN
River Irwell, Manchester  58 59
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HONGLI GUO
Upper Brook St., Manchester

ZICHUN YE
Northern Gateway, Manchester  
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JAMES WALLEY ARFA ISLAM
Dantzic St, Manchester Old Ashton Road, Manchester 
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ZHUOTONG SHEN TING-EN WU
Bridge Street, Manchester Mayfield, Manchester 
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Great Ducie Street, Manchester 
ZICHUN YE

Carnavon St, Manchester 
BICHENG YIN
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RIVER

GROUP

TRAFFIC

OPEN SPACE

NODE

AXES

GREEN NETWORK

STRUCTURE

COMMERCIAL

PROJECT/ OVERALL MASTERPLAN SCHEMECONCEPT/ STRUCTURE GROWTH

SCALE 1:1500

PROJECT/ PRECEDENT IMAGES

PROJECT/ FOOTBRIDGEPROJECT/ SETBACK

RAILWAY & RESIDENTIAL

RAILWAY & COMMERCIAL / RETAIL / OFFICE

RIVER / CANAL & RESIDENTIAL

RIVER / CANAL & COMMERCIAL / RETAIL / OFFICE

MAIN ENTRANCE GATE WITH 
HARD & SOFT LANDSCAPING

CARGO OR SHIPPING CONTAINER 
CAFE & POP-UP RESTAURANT

LINEAR PUBLIC BENCH WITH 
UNDER-LIGHTING 

FOOTBRIDGE FOR 
PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS

BEAUTIFUL LED AND
UNDERWATER LIGHTING

SPECIAL PAVEMENT IN 
WATER FEATURES

TWO WAYS TO ACTIVATE THE RAIL TUNNELS :
1. LANDSCAPE: The Minhocão viaduct in São Paulo

2. RETAIL: The Promenade Plantée railway viaduct in Paris

Many shops of crafts, furniture, cabinet makers, interior designers, violin and flute 
makers, tapestry restorers, and many other workshops known as Viaduct des 
Arts.
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Unit: Masterplan Studio     Convenor: Dr Philip BlackOrdsall Masterplan, Salford | Rujing Wang | University of Manchester

This studio based unit aims to 
introduce students to the process 
of masterplanning, providing 
skills in analysis at larger scales; 
design option development and 
testing; working to a brief; and 
detailing a masterplan project 
design at 2D and illustrative 3D
.
The unit aims to provide 
advanced practice in urban 
design; consolidate the work 
on the interface of urban design 
and masterplanning scales; 
develop advanced graphical 
and presentation skills to deliver 
urban design projects; and 
develop a critical approach to 
the urban design process and a 
strong link between the theory 
and the practice of urban design.

The project asks for the delivery 
of a spatial masterplan design 
proposal for a selected 18-25 
hectare site. A series of crits 
assists students throughout the 
year in developing their analysis 
and design. The final submission 
includes a detailed strategic 
framework, design options, a 
technical scaled masterplan, 
2D and 3D visualisations, and a 
considered implementation plan. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

UNIT CONVENOR	
Dr Philip Black

DESIGN TUTOR	
Mr Robert Phillips

TECHNICAL LEAD
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli

STUDIO ASSISTANT
Ms Aya Badawy

UNIT CONTRIBUTORS
Urban Imprint	
Atkins Global
Optimised Environments
LDA Design

MASTERPLAN STUDIO
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SIQI RUAN
Clayton, Manchester 70 71
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	 JAMES WALLEY	
Belle Vue, Manchester72 73
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TOMASZ JAKUBIAK
Stretford, Manchester74 75



77

JOSEPH GREENHALGH
Gorton, Manchester  76 77
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ANITA COLLINS
Manchester Ship Canal  78 79
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Student’s Name

Projects’ Name

LUCY CHESTER
Salford Quays, Manchester  

HONGLI GUO
Salford Quays, Manchester80 81
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Design dissertations are focused 
design projects based on a 
research-theme. Students 
identify their site and theme 
independently. 

Design dissertations are 
presented across 8 A1 Boards; 
a 3000 word Technical Report; 
3D physical model of the final 
proposal; and a final design 
defence presentation / crit. 

This is the culmination of a full 
year-long Master's programme 
and tests the students ability 
to independently complete 
a full in-depth design project 
to the highest standard. They 
are supported throughout by 
specialist design supervisors 
within a studio setting. 

Each design supervisor brings 
a different skill-set to allow 
students to consult with a 
variety of professionals including 
academics and practitioners. 

Each Yearbook entry is for illustrative 
purposes only as only selected 
graphics/images from the full design 
proposal submission could be 
showcased.

DISSERTATION LEAD
Dr Philip Black

DISSERTATION TUTORS
Dr Razieh Zandieh
Dr Taki Eddin Sonbli
Mr Robert Phillips
Ms Lindsay Whitley
Mr Mark Graham
Ms Amanda Briggs	

DESIGN  DISSERTATIONS
82 83
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MEGAN SWIFT 

Designing for Mental Well-being in Inner East Manchester  (Nominated for LDA Award)
Supervisor: Dr. Philip Black 

Manchester's mental health service usage is nearly twice the national average, indicating the need for interventions that promote well-being. This 
dissertation aimed to regenerate a site within the highest health deprivation area in Manchester focusing on mental well-being-led design interventions. 

Designing for Mental Well-being in Inner East Manchester  84 85
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Designing for Dementia  (Nominated for LDA Award)
 Supervisor: Dr.  Philip Black 

This study sought to interrogate 
the potential urban design holds 
in creating places which empower 
those with dementia. With a focus 
on the cognitively impaired, the 
project underpinning aimed to 
demonstrate how contextually 
sensitive, considered and robust 
urban design principles can create 
inclusive spaces, suitable for all 
stakeholders.

The final design proposal was about 
making the built environment as 
functional as possible, addressing 
the challenges for dementia 
sufferers such as legibility, 
orientation and accessibility. The 
result was a project that balanced 
quality urban design place-making 
principles and more focused 
dementia principles. 

LUCY CHESTER
Designing for Dementia - Manchester86 87
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ANA COQUIL 

Gender Inclusive Urban Design   (Nominated for LDA Award)
Supervisor: Dr.  Razieh Zandieh

Gender Inclusive Urban Design - Manchester   

A dissertation that aimed to provide quality gender-inclusive urban space in the Moss Side district of Manchester, UK. 
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TING-EN WU
Community, Identity and Urban Design  - Manchester  

The Byker Regeneration Scheme - A catalyst of Co-Exist Sustainable and Inclusive Neighbourhood (Nominated for LDA Award) 
Supervisor: Mr Bob Phillips 
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YUSONG ZHOU

Urban Transformation of “Grey Spaces”: Regeneration of the Manchester Railway Viaduct Area
 Supervisor: Dr.  Razieh Zandieh 

Urban Transformation of Grey Spaces - Manchester  92 93
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JAMES WALLEY

Sports Stadia Urban Design: Elland Road, Leeds
 Supervisor: Mrs.  Lindsay Whitley

This design dissertation explores the urban design of sports stadia sites, specifically 
producing a final masterplan for the site of Elland Road, Home to football club Leeds 
United. It is a unique urban design challenge as it requires interventions to be highly 
versatile and adapt to different situations as stadia areas must provide high quality 
space for thousands of visiting people on event/match days, yet also work for local 
communities on non-match days. 

Sports Stadia Urban Design - Leeds 94 95



97Repairing Modernism: A Design-Led Approach to Regeneration
 Supervisor: Mrs.  Lindsay Whitley

            
	 TOMASZ JAKUBIAK

Designing Regeneration- Salford

Exploring the potential of design-led regeneration in a post-war modernist town centre, Pendleton,  by proposing a masterplan informed by key 
urban design theories such as safety, liveability vitality of urban spaces, and place-making. 
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Antoinette Aggrey 

Zihao Cao

Olivia Carr

Yuyuan Chen

Wanqing Chen

Lucy Chester

Anita Collins

Ana Coquil

Yanxi Dai

Wei Du

Xin Gao

                CLASS of 2020
Joseph Greenhalgh

Josephine Gregory

Hongli Guo

Chenxi Guo

Jing Han

Mingze	 Huang

Arfa Islam

Tomasz Jakubiak

Weizhou Jiang

Rui Jiang

Jiayi Jin

Lei Li

Ziyou Li

Mixuan Liu

Erin Mason

Wei Qu

Siqi Ruan

Eleanor	 Scrafton

Yi Shen

Zhuotong Shen

Maria Solo

Mengchu Sun

Ruiying Sun

Megan Swift

James Walley

Qingya Wang

Yiying Wang

Dawei Wang

Sijie Wang

Meng Wei

Ting-En Wu

Qidi Wu

Qianying Xi

Zichun Ye

Minhao Yi

Siyu Yin

Bicheng	 Yin

Han Yu

Xinyu Zhang

Jingyi Zhang

Yingzhe	 Zhang

Yaqi Zhang

Mengyu Zhang

Weirong Zhi

Yusong	 Zhou
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