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Introduction

Setting up VoiceThread links in Blackboard is a 2-step process:

1. Add the VoiceThread link
2. Tell the link what to do

Creating an Ungraded VoiceThread

In your Blackboard course, with Edit Mode On, select VoiceThread from the Build Content menu.

Build Content Ad

Create

Learning Madule
Lesson Plan
Syllabus

Course Link

YoiceThread

Give your VoiceThread a title and brief description.
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Name

VoiceThread Link

Colour of Name

[ | Black
Description
For the toolbar, press ALT+F10 (PC) or ALT+FN+F10 (Mac).
B I Y & Paragraph ~ | TrebuchetMS v 14px v

Description of VoiceThread here

P » SPAN

ATTAFURMERMTE

Click Submit to proceed.

Cancel

Submit

To set up your VoiceThread with no grading, select the No button in the Enable Evaluation

options. The default setting is No, i.e. ungraded.

MARKING

Enable Evaluation Yes ) Mo

Press the Submit button.

Your VoiceThread link will appear in your Blackboard course.

L5 VoiceThread Link
&)

Description of VoiceThread here

When you click on the VoiceThread link you just created, the VoiceThread Setup page appears.

VoiceThread Setup

A Course View @

& Individual VT @

You have 3 options to choose from:
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1. Link to VoiceThread Home - this displays all the VoiceThreads you have ever created or
that have been shared with you.

2. Link to Course View - this displays all the VoiceThreads that have been shared with the
Blackboard course in which you clicked the VoiceThread link

3. Link to an Individual VT - this opens one specific VoiceThread.

Link to VoiceThread Home
® Home @ Browse # Create Hilary.Pooley@manchester.ac.uk -

*AII‘ 'Y ]

Groups +
Courses ’ 1\ lary
b n: 92472020
CAHE2017 st Semester
CSEP6010...1 Full Year
Departme.._.ce Leamning
Training._.ur Teaching

ViniraThraad Dacorenc

-

1]

Link to Course View

X_DaffodilHil Playground

— X_DaffodilHil Playground » Add your

It's Friday
ac HUM A BbTest A
n: 92112020

Original: 2 Musos
il

n: 992020

Example VoiceThread

Link to an Individual VT

& Individual VT ©
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You can either link to a VoiceThread from the list on the list by clicking on it, or you can create a
new VoiceThread.

o= Create new VoiceThread

€ Select

VoiceThread
(2]

:li Demo: Anyone Can
i Comment

To create a new VoiceThread, press the Create button from the toolbar.

® Home @Browse @ Create

Click on Add Media and select the type of content you want to add.

E My Computer
#» Media Sources
® Audio Recording

B Webcam Photo

#= Add Media [ Webcam Video

or drop files here & URL
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The permitted file types are:

Images - JPEG, GIF, PNG, BMP, and SVG

Audio - MP3 or WAV

Video - MP4, WMV, MOV, AVI

Documents - DOC, DOCX, PDF, XLS, XLSX, ODT, and ODS
Presentations - PPT, PPTX, Keynote, ODP, and PDF

N.B. Maximum file size: 3GB

In this example, we have used the My Computer option to upload a PDF. Once the file has been
uploaded, each page will be displayed as a slide.

The file(s) you selected will be uploaded and you will see the Thread Settings options.

Thread Settings

The default view of the Thread Settings is the Title/Description tab. Give your VoiceThread a
title and description (optional) but don't click Save just yet!
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Thread Settings
Title/Description Playback Opfions Caover Art

Title

Description

Tags

Next, click on the Playback Options tab.

Thread Settings

Title/Description Playback Options Cover Ari

¥ Enable threaded commenting Allowed Comment Methods
Allow commeniers fo add slides fo this # Microphone
VoiceThread ¥ \Webcam
Allow others to download original media Telephons
Allow others to export # File upload

¥ Start playing when opened ¥ Text

Allow others to make a copy

Enable Comment Moderation

Automatically advance to the next slide after | 4 seconds

Don't allow commenters to delete their own commenis

Limit each comment to | 80 minutes | 0 seconds
When recording, go fo the next slide every | © minutes | 20 seconds
Pecha Kucha format Ignite format

Save as default

You can amend other settings as you wish. You can save your settings as the default for any future
VoiceThreads you create. When you have finished selecting your preferred settings, press the
Save button.

Add Comments to your VoiceThread

To add comments to your VoiceThread slides, press the Comment button on the top left toolbar.
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-|- Add Media - Comment

You will see the first slide of your VoiceThread.

Click the + sign at the bottom of the slide and select which sort of comment you want to make:

| R

o Make a comment

The comment type options are:
o Text
e Record audio

e Record webcam video

¢ Upload pre-recorded audio or video files.

Commenting with Text

Press the ABC link to add a text comment and press the Save button. Your comment will appear
in the Conversation Channel on the left of the VoiceThread slide.
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This is a text

comment.

Commenting with Audio or Video

When you select to comment using audio or video for the first time, you will need to allow
VoiceThread to access your microphone or webcam. In each case, click the Allow button.

B X
manchesteruk.voicethread.com wants to manchesteruk.voicethread.com wants to

|-I Use your camera | | 4 Use:,f::urmicrcph:nnel

Allow Block Allow Block

With both audio and video comments, you will see a 4-second countdown before recording

begins.
= q 1

Recording will start once the countdown has finished. There will be a Stop Recording link
underneath the slide you are commenting on.

Press the Stop Recording link when you have finished recording your comment. After a few
moments, you will have the option to Save the comment, or Cancel and re-record.

R

If you choose to save your recorded comment, it will appear in the Comment Channel on the left
of the slide.
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Commenting with Pre-recorded Audio or Video

When you choose to upload a pre-recorded audio or video file, you can select the file from a File
Browser window that will show any supported audio/video file types.

v Music W

s

4K YouTube to MP3
4| le-chat-gourmand.mp3 Ca
& quick.mpsi

& Sample Music

<

le-chat-gounmand.mip3 w | | Customised Files (1

How Comments are Displayed

When you have finished adding comments to your slides, they will appear in a Conversation
Channel down the left-hand side of the screen. Each comment shows the commentator's initials

or their profile picture (if they have uploaded one).

When you have finished adding comments, close the VoiceThread by clicking the X' in the top
right-hand corner.
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Share Your VoiceThread

When you've finished adding content and comments to your VoiceThread, you need to Share it
with your students.

Click the Share button on the toolbar above the slides.

Share with class

Now select the Group (course) you want to share the VoiceThread with, choose what you want
them to be able to do, i.e. View Only; View and Comment; or View Comment and Edit.

Finally click the Share button. You should see a Success! message.

Share: Colours
Basic Secure Who has access Export

+ Contacts | Groups % Clear selection

- [B _DaffodilHil Playgr...

£y _Daffod... Playground

Members ¥

% Standar.. Humanities

Members v
i Allow them to...

&y Testing. . HKP and N
RW ® = Vs

View Comment Edit

|

Motify by email

Members W

% VoiceThread Eval

& Get alink
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Set up a Graded Assignment

Build Content w Ad

File

Audio
Image
Yideo

Web Link

Learning Module
Leszon Plan
Syllabus

Course Link

VoiceThread

In your Blackboard course, with Edit Mode On, select VoiceThread from the Build Content menu.

Give your VoiceThread a title and brief description.

MName

VoiceThread Assignment L\,

Colour of Name

B Black

Description
For the toolbar, press ALT+F10 {PC) or ALT+FN+F10 (Mac).

B ] U & Paragraph ~ | Trebuchet MS v 1dpx v = v = v A v iv wse
Assignment instructions go here

P = SPAN 4 WORDS POWERED BY TINY

ATTAFAFURACKITE

Click Submit to proceed. Cancel

To set up a graded VoiceThread, select Yes for Enable Evaluation and enter a figure for Points
Possible.
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MARKING

Enable Evaluation

» Yes

# Points Possible

100

Visible to Students

Due Date

e Yes

Mo

To set additional marking options, use the Column settings in the Grode Centre

Mo

Enter dates as dd/mmdyyyy. Time moy be entered in any increment.

You can also set a Due Date (optional).

Press the Submit button.

Your VoiceThread assignment link will appear in your Blackboard course.

VoiceThread Assienment
X 5

Assignment instructions go here

When you click on this VoiceThread Assignment link in your Blackboard course, you will now see a
new button: Assignment Builder.

VoiceThread Setup

4 Course View @

& Individual VT @

O Home o

Assignment Builder @

To create the assignment, press the Assignment Builder button.
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There are three assignment types to choose from:

1. Create a VoiceThread:
requires students to create and submit a unique VoiceThread of their own.

2. Submit a Comment:
requires students to post and submit comments on a VoiceThread posted by you. You
decide the number of comments required by each student.

3. Watch a VoiceThread:
requires students to view an entire VoiceThread posted by you. The system will not allow a
student to submit verification of viewing until the entire VoiceThread plays from beginning
to end.

@ Assignment Builder

OChoose activity

Ed Create

Students are required to make a VoiceThread using a video, image,
document, or presentation.

#® Comment

Students are required to make a comment on a VoiceThread.

CJ watch

Students must watch or listen to an entire VoiceThread.
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Assignment Type 1: Create a VoiceThread

Click on Create and then click Continue.

@ Assignment Builder

o Choose activity e Choose options e Finalize

Ed Create

Students are required to make a VoiceThread using a video, image, document, or presentation.

@& Comment

Students are required to make a comment on a VoiceThread.

CJ watch

Students must watch or listen to an entire VoiceThread.

This will take you to the Choose options menu which will allow you to set up the basic
parameters you wish all student VoiceThreads to follow.

Once you have selected your preferred options for the assignment, click Continue and you will be
taken to the Finalize tab. Fill in the options and select Publish to save your assighment.
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Assignment Type 2: Submit a Comment

You can either select an existing VoiceThread for students to comment on or create a new one.
Choose comment Options, Finalize and Publish.

@ Assignment Builder

o Choose activity 9 Choose options e Finalize

Ed Create

Students are required to make a VoiceThread using a video, image, document, or presentation.

@ Comment

Students are required to make a comment on a VoiceThread.

CJ watch

Students must watch or listen to an entire VoiceThread.

Optional: Comment Moderation

Comment Moderation allows you to review all comments before allowing others to see them. If
Comment Moderation is enabled, your students can't see one another’s comments unless you
choose to reveal them.
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Assignment Type 3: Watch a VoiceThread

For this type of assignment, select an existing VoiceThread or create a new one. Choose playback
Options, Finalize and Publish.

@ Assignment Builder

o Choose activity 9 Choose options e Finalize

Ed Create

Students are required to make a VoiceThread using a video, image, document, or presentation.

@ Comment

Students are required to make a comment on a VoiceThread.

CJ watch

Students must watch or listen to an entire VoiceThread.

Your students will now be able to access the VoiceThread assignment.
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Grading a VoiceThread Assignment

When you are ready to grade the students' submissions, click the VoiceThread assignment link in
your Blackboard course. This will take you to the Assignment Inbox grading area.

All submissions are listed by student name on the right side of the screen, and you can send
reminder emails to students from this view.

@ Grading: VT Assignment

UNGRADED (4) GRADED(0)
Assignment overview
ASSIGNMENT TYPE Watch = Q search
GRADE TYPE Pass / Fail
@ Fac HUM A BbTest A v
P> ASSIGNMENT CONTENT UNATTEMPTED
w Fac HUM B BbTest B v
Both students who have submitted and UNATTEMPTED
not submitted will show in this list Ray Wilson -
UNATTEMPTED
Elsa Lee v
Remind students who have not submitted UNATTEMPTED
using this button
‘+ <4 REMIND STUDENTS
Selecting a student's name allows you to view their submission and enter a grade.
@ Grading: VoiceThread Assignment
= Zines & Higher Education UNGRADED (4) GRADED(0)
= Q Search
Fac HUM A BbTest A
A
SUBMITTED
Nov 23, 2020 »
4:24pm
This is a really great resource. | like P> Nov 23, 2020 - 4:24pm
how it allows for a more creative
FHABA ly < [ClslelfeElei | %%  SAVEGRADE
Additional options v
@ Fac HUM BBbTestB
UNATTEMPTED
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Type a grade value in the box highlighted in red and press the Enter key on your keyboard. This
grade will be entered into your Blackboard course Grade Centre.

If you have set the assighment to be worth fewer than 100 points, still grade it on a scale of 0-
100, and the score will be adjusted accordingly in the Grade Centre.
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