
Ethnicity, Race and Inequality in the UK

210

systemic forms. The state and other key societal institutions, also 
play an active and decisive role in shaping the experiences and 
inequalities faced by ethnic minority groups (Phillips,  2010 ). In postwar 
Britain, successive Race Relations Acts in 1965, 1968 and 1976, 
highlighted racial discrimination in the realms of housing, education 
and employment. However, it was not until the publication of the 
Macpherson report ( 1999 ) that ‘institutional racism’ was identifi ed as 
existing within public bodies. Responding to the police investigation of 
the murder of black British teenager Stephen Lawrence in 1993, Lord 
Macpherson concluded that the conduct of the Metropolitan Police 
was symptomatic of institutional racism. Macpherson defi ned this as:

  The collective failure of an organisation to provide an 
appropriate and professional service to people because of 

 Figure 10.2:      Variations in reports of racist victimisation by ethnic/ religious 
group (%)  
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   Note: Amended table from Karlsen and Nazroo ( 2014 ).   
 Source: 2002 EMPRIC & 2008/ 09 Home Offi ce Citizenship Survey: sample –  10,000 adults and 4,000 
booster sample –  16– 74 years old. 
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