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signifi cantly less likely to take part in arts than white people (including 
white ethnic minority people and black people); across the two years. 
The fi ndings supported the idea that ethnic minority people are 
relatively under- represented as consumers of th e arts.    

 The reasons for the relative lack of consumption of and participation 
in the arts are likely to be complex and would include questions of 
representation (discussed in the following section); perceptions of 
 who  art is produced for as well as economic factors which prohibit 
participation in the arts. According to the Pulse survey ( Arts Professional , 
2018), an ongoing question relates to how to increase the diversity 
among those engaging with the arts and what strategy should be 
pursued by the wider creative industries? Collecting data from the 
509- strong UK- based respondents who completed an  Arts Professional  
Pulse survey (2018), respondents were asked how they would achieve 
diversity in their sector. The survey data suggested that those working 
in theatre and music were the most likely to see audience diversity 
as a priority. This seemed to be the result of respondents recognising 
the lack of diversity of their audiences and seeing that their existing 
audience were typically white and middle class and, on average, older 
than the population as a whole. The following section examines what 
is known about television audiences.  

 Figure 8.4:      Percentage of people aged 16 years and over who took part in arts in 
the past year, by ethnicity over time (two specifi ed years)  
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