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  Arts teaching 

 This section examines the representation of ethnic minority people in 
arts teaching and studies. Art schools with ethnic minority teaching 
staff  are important as those in senior positions, as well as those involved 
in admissions, can act as gatekeepers to the industry. According to 
Snow ( 2017 ), who used the workforce data from the UK’s 13 leading 
drama schools for 2015/ 16, only 6% of teachers come from an Asian, 
black or minority ethnic background. Act for Change found in the 
same year that ethnic minority graduates made up a total of 17.5% of 
total drama school leavers from 17 major drama schools ( The Stage , 
 2017 ). Unpacking the challenges that ethnic minority staff  and students 
continue to face in drama schools,  The Stage  magazine ran a collection 

 Figure 8.3:      Ethnic diversity of leadership in arts organisations in England  
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 Source: The ethnicity of workers in leadership positions at National Portfolio Organisations (NPOs) and 
Major Partner Museums (MPMs) taken from the  Equality, Diversity and the Creative Case: A Data Report, 
2017– 2018 (Arts Council England,  2019 ). 
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